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that which has the ability to move us in 
some way to take action

Latour, Bruno. Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-Theory.  
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005, pp.63-86.
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Tilley, Christopher. Metaphor and Material 
Culture.  Oxford: Blackwell, 1999.
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Tzikum, Israel: Photo: Dafna Tel.   
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Through human history we have made use of the sky.
What is the sky?

Observation: Cycles (diurnal and nocturnal): 
• Light – sunlight, starlight, moonlight.
• Patterns – star patterns, cloud shapes
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St Bavo’s Cathedral, Ghent. 
Photo:  Darrelyn Gunzburg
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‘I see the spectacle of morning from the hill-top over against my house, 
from day-break to sun-rise, with emotions which an angel might share. 
The long slender bars of cloud float like fishes in the sea of crimson light.’

Ralph Waldo Emerson, ‘Nature’ from Nature; Addresses and Lectures, Boston: J.Munroe, 
1849.
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Altocumulus clouds over Recanati, Italy. Photo: Marco Cingolani.

The sky also influences what we build.

1. Direct sun falling onto an object at a particular time of the day or 
year, captured through an aperture.
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Newgrange and the 
illumination of the back 
stone (Skyscapes).

Images: Wikimedia Commons 
and 
http://www.newgrange.eu/tri-
spiral.htm.
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When sunlight shines on a statue, is the statue adoring the 
sun or are we adoring the statue? (Astral religions)

Khafre Enthroned with Horus on his shoulders, 3rd king of the fourth dynasty, son 
of Khufu, Old Kingdom, Cairo Museum. Photo: Darrelyn Gunzburg.
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Romano, Giuliano, and Hans Michael Thomas. 
‘Sul significato di alcuni fenomeni solari che si
manifestano nella cappella di Giotto a Padova.’ 
Ateneo Veneto 178: 213-256.

Jacobus, Laura. ‘Giotto's Annunciation in the 
Arena Chapel, Padua.’ The Art Bulletin 81, no. 
1 (1999): 93-107.

9/11 Memorial, New 
York, NY.

The sky influences what we build.The sky influences what we build.

2. Direct sun reflected by a medium such as 
mirror or water.
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9/11 Memorial, New York, NY. Photo: D.Gunzburg.
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9/11 Memorial, New York, NY.9/11 Memorial, New York, NY. Photo: D.Gunzburg.

Sunlight shines through laser-cut phrases at the Moving 
Memories Memorial in Phoenix. The phrases are meant 
to reflect a range of thoughts from Arizonans affected by 
9/11, and were picked after months of research.

Eddie Jones said the phrases are first a blur, or an 
‘illegible memory’, from the aftermath. But they become 
clear when the sun illuminates each phrase as it moves 
across the sky. Then, the lit words contrast against the 
dark concrete… Jones said the words almost inhale and 
exhale when clouds cast shadows. ‘It’s an organic 
process that invites visitors to contemplate’, he said.

Photos: LaKeidra Denay Bronner



5/2/2018

10



5/2/2018

11



5/2/2018

12

Unique brain activations of 
the cerebellum were 
effects of subjects viewing 
Sky Factory photographic 
sky compositions. 

__________________
Image: Texas Tech 
NeuroImaging Institute. 
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The Cloud Appreciation Society:https://cloudappreciationsociety.org/


