[bookmark: _Toc213738636][bookmark: _Toc304277589]The Structure for the write up of the Dissertation

There are no hard and fast rules with regard to the structure of the dissertation, but it is recommended that your ‘write-up’ will include the following (Further information is provided in following sections of this handbook and on Moodle):


1. [bookmark: _Toc213738637][bookmark: _Toc304277590]Abstract

2. Introduction

Context:
		
· Setting the scene: personal and professional context
· The rationale for your investigation
· Objectives of your investigation

[bookmark: _Toc213738638]
3. [bookmark: _Toc304277591]Review of Literature

A discussion and critique of current, relevant texts, articles and associated research.

 
4. [bookmark: _Toc213738639][bookmark: _Toc304277592]Methodology and methods. 

A description of the exploration – how you researched – your subject

Linking theory to practice.  Make sure you include:

· Selection of participants – background factors
· Materials/resources required
· Timescale
· Methodology – techniques or methods used – justify your choice
· Types of data collection

5. Analysis and Findings 

· Analysis of findings – what methods were used
· Present findings
· Put findings in context of previous research
· Critically evaluate the investigation – strengths and weaknesses  
· Constraints on outcomes and effects - limitations
· Impact of project on self, participants, school, profession, wider educational audience

6. [bookmark: _Toc213738640][bookmark: _Toc304277593]Conclusion

What implications do the outcomes of your investigation have for:

· Yourself – own professional development?
· Clients?
· Counselling as a discipline?
· The, so what? question
· Counselling supervision?
· Future research identified
[bookmark: _Toc213738641]

7. [bookmark: _Toc304277594]Reference List

You must use the Harvard Method of referencing: located on Moodle.  Familiarise yourself with this early in your research process
[bookmark: _Toc213738642]
8. [bookmark: _Toc304277595]Appendices

Material which is too bulky to be included in the text but which you think is important and to which you refer can be included as an appendix. Please note that this material is not officially marked as it will fall outside of your 15,000 word limit.




