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Executive Summary

The principle of subsidiarity is defined by the European Union[footnoteRef:1] with the aim that decisions are taken as closely as possible to the citizen and that constant checks are made to verify that action at EU level is justified in light of the possibilities available at national, regional and local level. [1:  EU Subsidiarity Ethos] 


Specifically, it is the principle whereby the EU does not take action (except in the areas that fall within its exclusive competence), unless it is more effective than action taken at national, regional or local level. It is closely bound up with the principle of proportionality, which requires that any action by the EU should not go beyond what is necessary to achieve the objectives of the Treaties.

As the UK is currently still in the EU, all Regional Transport strategies and decisions must ensure that they are encompassing the principle of subsidiarity to comply with the treaty.  Local councils, are to ensure that the citizens utilising the transport method are consulted and regularly reviewed to ensure that the best decisions are made in the best interest of the citizens.

As the population grows, the need for sufficient transport links also increases, ranging from areas deprived of sufficient transport to city centres with great links, the needs of the citizens must be accounted for when strategically planning for the future.  Subsidiarity is the ability to ensure this happens on an even level for all EU citizens and must be enforced my governments and local communities.

1.	Introduction

1.1	The purpose of this report is to discuss how regional transport strategies within the UK protect the ethos of subsidiarity to ensure that the citizen is at the forefront of any strategic decisions made.  By looking at examples from South West Wales, Transport for London and Merseyside’s transport plans, this report is able to review how the subsidiarity ethos is adopted, moving forward for towards a sustainable transport plan.

1.2	Transport plans, encompass all modes of transport for both the public and private sector, from commercial transport vehicles to passengers cycling through the city.  The aim of the transport plan is to ensure all citizens are engaged with in order to ensure a sustainable and safe society.

2.	South West Wales Transport Plan

2.1	South West Wales Integrated Transport Consortiums (SWWITCH) transport plan[footnoteRef:2] is designed with the following aims in mind “Improving access and transport links and services can help to increase opportunities for work, training and leisure/social activities as well as improve the viability and sustainability of businesses”. [2:  South West Wales Integrated Transport Consortiums Transport Plan] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]2.2	SWWITCH Regional transport plan is created through engagement from both the public and private sector representatives in order to reach the demand for transport. Through engagement with steak holders the EU subsidiarity ethos remains evident and the citizen is engaged throughout. 

2.3	SWWITCH Regional transport plan aims to improve access for all to ensure businesses are thriving and local amenities can be reached by all who require them.  The transport plan recognises that consultation with steak holders is important in developing the current measures for the future.  This is consultation is carried out a number of ways annually, from newsletters and email alerts to conducting regular workshop to gain a feel for what the steak holders needs and requirements are. All stages of the transport plan involve engagement to reiterate the EU Subsidiarity ethos and to ensure that decisions are not made in the best interests of profit rather than the citizen. 

2.4	During the development of the Transport plan, the complexity of the region was highlighted and key issues where raised in order for the plan to ensure public concerns reported and dealt with accordingly.  As a consequence of the engagement SWWITCH released the Regional Transport Plans Vision “Our Vision for South West Wales is to improve transport and access within and beyond the region to facilitate economic development and the development and use of more sustainable and healthier modes of transport”.  Healthier modes of transport such as hybrid public and private busses along with schemes and initiatives to car share or even cycle where possible.  This type of action is creating a more sustainable future for the region along with protecting the environment and staying away for adding to pollution in built up areas. All actions that without intervention are damaging to the citizens of the region. 

2.5	Failure to engage with the stakeholders and the community on a regular basis can cause larger problems for the region and ultimately be costly.  Actions such as strikes from unions are far from ideal and highlight breakdowns in communications.  Along with that, failure to engage would reiterate to the EU that they are now abiding by the Treaty and may evoke punishment if necessary. 

3.	Transport for London’s Transport Plan

3.1	Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of London has a vision to create a city for all Londoners. Transport for London said[footnoteRef:3] “The Mayor's Transport Strategy sets out his plans to transform London's streets, improve public transport and create opportunities for new homes and jobs. To achieve this, the Mayor wants to encourage more people to walk, cycle and use public transport” through successful incentives and engagement with the local community, the drive to a more sustainable society for transport. [3:  Transport for London. Mayors Transport Strategy] 


3.2	With over 9 Million people living in London the need for a transparent and sustainable Transport Plan is essential to cater for the growing population. Sadiq Khan said “The central aim is for 80% of all trips in London to be made on foot, by cycle or using public transport by 2041" to ensure that vision comes to fruition a subsidiarity approach with the citizens of the region must be adopt and not just by EU Law.  

3.3	Public transport must be at a fair price to ensure more citizens utilise it, congestion chargers are fair but essential in some parts of the city to ensure vehicles which give of high levels of pollution are monitored accordingly.  Cyclists and pedestrians are guaranteed safety and are in some ways rewarded for that method of travel.  All sustainable methods for the future, if the right engagement is considered when developing the strategic plan.

4.	Merseyside Transport Plan for growth

4.1	The Merseyside and Liverpool City Region have fantastic links to allow for freight and logistics to access the world through access to shipping ports and transport links across the North-West.  Combined with a rail network with the ability to transport citizens to the capital in 2 hours, the region is positively bursting with Transport potential.  As stated by Merseytravel[footnoteRef:4] “Transport is an enabler for growth, it connects people and places and is crucial to the economic success of the Liverpool city region”. This type of vision enables a region to thrive and prosper in the most efficient manor, citizens of the local want nothing more than to live in a successful environment with jobs, security and in a sustainable society. [4:  MerseyTravel Transport Plan for Growth] 


4.2	Liverpool City Regions, Strategic Plan is a £1.7 Billion investment in transport and highways infrastructure improvements over the next six years.  This is a hugely positive forecast for the region and will enable local businesses to thrive and create new jobs for the citizens.  Along with creating better transport links the indirect affect will be enormously beneficial for the community and small businesses.  

4.3	To monitor the progress of the region, the strategic plan outlines key indicators to ensure that community engagement is consistent and that surveys and reviews are collected and data is managed sufficiently.  As an example, Transport related emissions, the flow of traffic in to the city’s region is a contributing factor of poor air quality and has implications on health and wellbeing of citizens in the region.  By identifying this through analysis of vehicles around the city centre, the Strategic Plan is able to ensure that measures are in place to mitigate this further and ensure that the prosperity mentioned earlier is possible. 

4.4	Another Key indicator is the affordability – index of transport costs.  This is imperative to the citizens of the region.  The relative cost of travel is a key element of improving growth to opportunities and ensuring that costs aren’t a potential barrier to travel both for commuters and visitors to the region. 

Conclusion

As above, the purpose of this report was to discuss how regional transport strategies within the UK protect the ethos of subsidiarity to ensure that the citizen is at the forefront of any strategic decisions made.  By looking at examples from South West Wales, Transport for London and Merseyside’s transport plans, this report was designed to review how the subsidiarity ethos is adopted, moving forward for towards a sustainable transport plan.

Upon researching further in to each Transport plan, it was apparent that the ethos and the subsidiarity is apparent in ensuring that sustainable future is only manageable through engagement with stakeholders and the citizens of the region. 

Although reiterated by EU, it appears that councils are well aware that, engagement is essential and that ultimately, what the citizens of the region require is the most important take away from any review.  It would be sub optimal to drive an initiative in an area that doesn’t require or want that project.  London for example, Londoners are aware of the dangers of pollution and poor air quality and the majority of the regions citizens are onside in trying to reduce carbon emissions and take more eco-friendly methods, to works as this route is more socially sustainable as opposed to continuing to cause damage to the environment and ruining the future for tomorrow.
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