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Reflective Writing: Academic Skills Module

The academic skills module has been a transformative experience that has provided me with important tools to succeed in my academic endeavours. We would now like to reflect on what we learned, where I did well and where I could improve, hurdles I overcame, and what I could take into consideration in my next procedure.
Key Learnings
They taught me one of the most valuable lessons that I still carry with me today — the importance of critical thinking and research skills. Previously, I had read scholarly works, like Calvin, Warfield, and Enns on the authority of scripture, trained my skills to dissect arguments. I was forced to create better citation practices using the MHRA style, which were initially difficult but ultimately rewarding. I learned the importance of integrating primary and secondary sources when constructing strong arguments.
Time management is another essential aspect of learning. Juggling multiple assignments helped me learn to prioritize tasks, set feasible targets, and stay consistent. Working together also enhanced my interpersonal skills and demonstrated the importance of teamwork in academic and professional settings.
Strengths and Weaknesses
Some of my strengths are my ability to analyse and synthesize information. For example, while reading theology specifically on the topic of biblical authority (i.e. Warfield’s works), I was able to outline the central points and map them onto global discussions. One example of this skill was my ability to juxtapose different perspectives (e.g. Warfield’s inerrancy framework compared to Enns’ incarnational model).
However, in the beginning, I was not a confident writer in my writing. English is my second language, so it was not easy to maintain proper grammar and make sense of everything. Feedback from my peers and tutors on my definitions and outlines, for example, showed me where my argument might benefit from moving things around and using fewer words. The process of filling this gap has been implemented slowly but surely through practice with the help of the writing hub.
Challenges and Solutions
It has been a challenging semester. The greatest challenge was to gauge academic rigor about the expectations of formatting and referencing. It was daunting to transition from casual writing to formal academic standards. To combat this, I participated in workshops and read through online resources to obtain my MHRA reference up to date. This sharpened my focus on academic writing, which I had always wanted to pursue.
The first was the overwhelming number of different deadlines. I had to re-learn the hard way by misjudging how long I would take to research and draft, thereby rushing submissions. However, this issue was addressed because I adopted a detailed schedule and divided tasks into manageable steps. For instance, I started scheduling time in the calendar when I would read, take notes, and write drafts so that I would remain on track.
Moving Forward
In the future, I would like to improve my critical thinking and communication skills. One area for development in this regard is developing a deeper engagement with critical work, digging deeper into other perspectives to broaden my `understanding. Writing-wise, I want to receive feedback as much as possible or do writing exercises.
Participating in this module has set the foundation for my educational future. Arming myself with a proper growth mindset has enabled me to learn from my experiences, and I feel ready for advanced academic studies. The skills I have gained—especially in research, time management, and critical thinking will undoubtedly aid my pursuit of academic success.


