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Script on Multilingualism
Introduction 
Hello. My name is Gwenllian Leworthy. My student number is 2303980. This is my presentation on bilingualism and multilingualism. The aim of this presentation is to explore the concept of bilingualism and multilingualism. I will be discussing the benefits of bilingualism, divergent thinking, brain development, Welsh as an additional language, and finally, links with early years frameworks and programmes. To begin, what exactly is bilingualism? Bilingualism is a complex concept to define, but it typically means when an individual is fluent in two different languages. It can also mean when an individual is able to speak and or understand an additional language but does not use it. Multilingualism is when an individual can speak and or understand three different languages or more. 
Benefits of bilingualism 
Bilingualism has many benefits. According to Okal (2014), multilingualism practices enhance intellectual flexibility and creativity. Recent studies have indicated that children are more perceptive and intellectually flexible than those who speak one language, studies have shown. These children are the ones who grow up in a supportive environment speaking more than one language from an early age, leading to them becoming bilingual and multilingual. My activity supports this as it is helping children to learn colours of the rainbow in both Welsh and English, it has been presented in a fun way, rather than them just being told the colours, but to see them as physical objects. Another benefit of bilingualism is that it has been shown to increase cognitive performance, according to Baumgart and Billick (2017). My activity supports this as when performing, I made sure to talk about everything I was doing and counted everything up to help with learning numbers in both Welsh and English, in addition to the colours. 
Divergent thinking
Divergent thinking is imaginative thinking, characterized by the generation of multiple possible solutions to a problem, often associated with creativity, according to Oxford Reference (No Date). The indeed editorial team (2023) say that divergent thinking is a type of creative process where several ideas and solutions are offered to address a challenge. They also state that divergent thinkers can find multiple ways to solve a problem, develop and improve their ideas, and also think of ideas most people might not. According to Hoffman and Russ (2012), play facilitates the development of divergent thinking skills. My activity showed that children are able to demonstrate divergent thinking as they have to think about what the colour is, and then they have to match the items to the corresponding colours. It is shown by Booton et al (2021) that there is no evidence that shows bilingual children differ in divergent thinking skills.
Brain development
Brain development can support divergent thinking. Brain development is something that begins shortly after conception and continues throughout your lifetime. It supports divergent thinking as bilingual children have to switch between two languages at a very young age. This is supported by Professor Enlli Thomas of Bangor University (2018), who states that children have to ‘juggle’ two ‘competing’ languages, and while using one language, they have to ignore the other. But children often have to move from one language to another, which means that the brain is working very hard. This is part of their divergent thinking skills. According to Hewings-Martin (2017), the other language also becomes activated when a bilingual person hears words in one language. It is also stated that ‘scientists think that the brains of bilinguals adapt to this constant coactivation of two languages and are therefore different to the brains of monolinguals.’ My activity supports this as when I was counting the eggs and the items at the end, children are able to learn how to count to numbers seven and fourteen in Welsh and English. I made sure to count slowly, and in both Wesh and English to ensure that children can understand what is being said, and so that they do not struggle to comprehend all of the information given.
Welsh as an additional language
Some children speak a language other than English or Welsh as their first language. This could be due to the fact their parents speak a different language at home, or they were born in a different country. In school, they learn English or Welsh as a second (or third) language, according to Carmarthenshire County Council (2024). This is known as Welsh as an additional language. There are strategies that can support children who may not understand the target language of a setting. Carmarthenshire County Council (2024) discuss some of the strategies. These include speaking clearly and at a normal pace, ensuring school is a safe, welcoming environment, reinforcing language – spoken and written, and making learning visual and multi-sensory. My activity supports this as I am talking about the colours of the eggs in both Welsh and English, as well as talking about the coloured items in both Welsh and English. It also supports this during the song I sang about colours of the rainbow as I sang in Welsh. As well as this, I used coloured objects so that children could learn the colours visually and could link them to different items.
[bookmark: _Hlk164379589]Links with early years frameworks and programmes
The Cwricwlwm Cymreig is needed for children’s bilingual development. It is a single continuum for learning and teaching Welsh. According to Gov.Wales (2018), the ‘original intention was to establish a common national curriculum for Wales and England.’ However, it was agreed that some subjects, such as geography and history would have different programmes of study, after some considerable campaigning. ‘The aim of the campaigning for a separate curriculum was to secure a national curriculum for Wales which would reflect the culture, environment, economy and history of Wales, and the influences which have shaped the country of today’ (Gov.Wales 2018). The Common Requirements statement identifies five aspects of the Curriculum Cymreig, which are environmental, linguistic, cultural, economic, and historical (Welsh Assembly Government 2003). This can be supported by initiatives and services that are available in Wales. An example of one of these initiatives is S4C. S4C, which means Channel 4 Wales, is a Welsh language channel that is available for free, and broadcasts programmes in the Welsh language for all ages. A popular programme on S4C is Cyw, which is aimed for younger children. Cyw teaches children the Welsh language through song, games, dance, and much more. During my activity, I sang a song about the colours of the rainbow in Welsh. I did this so that children could learn the colours of the rainbow in a fun and engaging way, which was through song. This was also so they would easily remember the colours through something other than just words, children like singing songs. My activity supports Welsh and the Cwricwlwm Cymreig as I used basic Welsh words and phrases to help their language development. 
Conclusion
To conclude, it is clear that bilingualism and multilingualism have many benefits for young children. It is great for their divergent thinking skills, as well as having a positive affect on their brain development. Welsh as an additional language helps many children with their developments, and it has been shown that links with early years frameworks and programmes play a part in this as well. Thank you for listening. 
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