Ruth Athey 1901992

Assignment 1-Part 2
A Review of Prehistory, History, and Archaeology by Wenke and Olszewski
The authors of this chapter wrote it with the intentions of answering many questions in regard to what archaeologists look for. To help answer their many questions the chapter was made up of various subcategories that included A Short History of Attempts to Understand the Past  and Charles Darwin but the subcategories that can be applied to the Aztecs, the chosen culture for this assignment, are Agency and Landscape Archaeology and Archaeology As The Reconstruction of Extinct Cultures and Their Histories. This review will look at the two subcategories and how the Aztec culture can be applied to them then will be followed by an evaluation of the chapter as a whole.
[bookmark: _Hlk23282420]Firstly, Agency and Landscape Archaeology talks about how “Landscape is an entity that exists by virtue of its being perceived, experienced, and contextualised by people” (Wenke, R.F. and Olszewski, D.J., 2007, p.30). The section continues and states that “Great tombs, temples, and other monuments often seem to have been placed, for example, with regard to their visibility. The implication is that these constructions were intended to remind the people living around them of the social interaction between people, the power of the state, and the ideologies of their societies” (Wenke, R.F., Olszewski, D.J., 2007, p.30). When applying this statement to the Aztecs it is known that The Great Pyramid that was built in Tenochtitlan could be seen by the population for a distance of around two miles. Other smaller pyramids in the minor ritual centres could also be seen as they also rose above their surroundings. They also stood out due to their colours. The Great Pyramid was plastered with white lime and the smaller temple houses were painted brightly in red and blue. The architecture of the Aztecs was built on an east-west axis and fixed a visual hierarchy. It could be seen that the more important you are in the social order the closer you lived to the ritual precinct. (Townsend, 1992, p.33). 
The second subcategory Archaeology as The Reconstruction of Extinct Cultures and Their Histories can also be applied to the Aztec culture. The authors use this subcategory to say no matter where in the world they are, the intentions of reconstruction are the same. Archaeologists use ancient objects to reconstruct the past and look for the same things within different cultures such as what people ate, technology, homes, places of burial and their beliefs. (Wenke, R.F., and Olszewski, D.J., 2007, p.7). An example of reconstructing the past in relation to the Aztecs can be seen whilst looking at the food they ate. “The principle food was the tortilla, a flat cake of unleavened corn meal, which measured a good foot in diameter, to judge from the size of the clay griddles used in cooking them, in contrast to the modern tortilla, which varies from 4 to 6 inches” (Vaillant, G.C., 1950, p.116). This suggests that archaeologists have a knowledge of what the Aztecs ate then were able to estimate the size of the portions by looking at the clay griddles that were found. They could then use this information to reconstruct the past by attempting to make a similar tortilla on one of the clay griddles.
The many other subcategories that the authors use to help answer their questions are delved into in depth and explain why archaeologists use the various methods that they do. By doing this they ultimately ended up creating more questions to be both answered throughout the chapter and also in the summary and conclusions. The summary and conclusions round off this chapter very well with arguments from people such as Ian Hodder and Bruce Trigger defending the different approaches that were covered that other people may not see fit or have conflicting views over.
On evaluation of this chapter Prehistory, History, and Archaeology is very effective in what it sets out to do. From the beginning questions are asked that are captivating and get the audience to think ahead, continuing to do so at various stages throughout. By doing this it makes the audience want to read on and maybe create their own questions keeping them involved throughout. One of the only issues found with this chapter is the amount of questions that are asked, as well as all the various subcategories used to answer them. Even though this chapter is captivating from the start, could it be even more effective to the audience if the authors were to reduce the amount of questions that are asked, reducing the number of subcategories used to answer them, but with what is left to answer go even more in depth throughout the remaining subcategories?
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