Data Visualisation ACBA4002		Assignment 1
Critiquing and creating data visualisations
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[bookmark: _Toc29917500]Secret of Success
I have looked through the infographic and that infographic is called “Secret of Success.” Scanning through the information that is presented, I can see that the author of this infographic has gone out and asked three different types of social groups such as poor, middle and rich class. The question that these social groups had to answer was “What are the main reasons for success.” The user has put the information that they have gained from the social groups and put the results into a radar diagram.
[bookmark: _Toc29917501]Colour
While looking at the infographic, the colours have captured my eyes since he/she has used bright and colourful colours, this allows any other viewers to be able to see the results. The user has made the colours to overlap so the viewer is able to see the differences in each of the results and that they are darker compare to the original colours which is shown when not overlapped. The possible problems with this infographic would be that the colouring might not be useful for people who have colour-blindness and that the overlapping could be confusing to people. 
[bookmark: _Toc29917502]Text
The subheading of the infographic is understandable in the first part but in the second part of the sentence there is a grammar error to the sentence that makes it less understandable to read but can still read what the writer is trying to say. However, this could be a side problem since this infographic may have been translated from another language but needed further look again to fix the grammar issue. The next part is that the writer says “Poor need to change their life approach primarily, as it is evident from their responses” this part of the sentence already shows that the subtitle is quite offensive and that the survey was handled by a very bias group.
Firstly, the text font that is used throughout the whole infographic such as the title, subtitle and the labelling are readable and there is no problem for the viewers to read the infographic and there are not many different fonts on this infographic which makes it good because there isn’t a sudden change of fonts or any unreadable fonts.
The headings that are surrounding the radar diagram in my opinion are a bit too small and that it will be hard to read from a faraway view and might be a problem for viewers with eye problems. The font should be at least be around 14-18pt if it on screen, “Don’t forget about your content, if your infographic to be read from further away, increase the font size”. [1]  Also, each of the title and the subtitle are formatted in the right way such as the heading is the biggest font in the infographic and that the subtitle is smaller than the title so you can tell them apart from what they are supposed to be. 
[bookmark: _Toc29917503]Graph
Since the user used a radar graph to show the results. The colours that the user has used compliments the graph. The graph is designed properly and shows the results in the correct way that someone can see the results clearly. However, the graph is also hard to read. This is because of the headings around the graph are a bit small that won’t be helpful for some users that might have eye problems and might be a problem for users if it is displayed on a board and people are looking at it from a far.  The other problem with the graph would be the colours that are on the graph because he has designed it, that they overlap. Using a radar graph in general, this doesn’t help the user because it doesn’t allow the viewer to be able to “follow the pattern.” [2]

I don’t think the graph is suitable for the data that they want to display since “radar charts are very hard for making comparisons across categories.”  If other users would have gone to try and use this graph to try to make a comparison, the user may have a problem with trying to make a comparison because the radar graph is hard to analyse the results.  Finally, the user wastes space on the graph. They did this by making the radars on the graph “curved to make the segments appear to take up more space.” [2]
[bookmark: _Toc29917504]Graphics
The infographic uses images. These images that are around the graph are not important at all towards the graph as they are just there to be decoration on the infographic, it does not give any information to the user but it does connect to what the results are going to. These icons are not harmless or in the way that prevents me from being able to see the information on the infographic as they are under the labels. 
I do not think that the design is good for the information because of the curves that are on the diagram and I believe that this could raise some ethical issues because of the curves that the user has done because it’s just there because of design and could make the viewer get mislead by the curves in the graph to second guess the results that are on it also “the radars are curved to make the segments appear to take up more space.” [2]
[bookmark: _Toc29917505]Cognition
I think the graph does put unnecessary demands on the viewer mainly in terms of memory load perception, this is because of the colours that the author has used because of the darken colours to show there is a layer of another colour on stop won’t help the viewer to remember the information on the graph. “It only takes us 150ms for a symbol to be processed + 100ms to attach a meaning to it,” [3] [4] [5] this depends on what is on the infographic, such as the images that are around the diagram and also the colours that the user could cause the user to waste time on trying to attach a meaning to them. 
[bookmark: _Toc29917506]Improvement
When looking through the infographic, there are clearly multiple problems with the infographic. Throughout the written report, there is already some of the improvement that could have been done but I am going to go in a bit more in depth in the improvement part of the report.
Firstly, the first problem that I saw on the infographic would be that the subtitle. I would change this subtitle because it is very bias towards a social group and that there is a grammar problem within the subtitle as well.
 On the subtitle, the author wrote down “Poor need to change their life approach primarily, as it is evident from their responses.” This is poorly written, and it should have been changed to something that could be the summary of the infographic and why it was made instead.  Also need to relook the subtitle as there was a grammar problem within that same sentence that has been quoted. 
After that, the problem that comes up next in the infographic would be the colouring that they have used for the radars. When presenting the results, the user has used colourful colours for each of the radars and when they are overlapping the user has made the colours darker to show that they are overlapped. However, the overlap of colours could possibly be a problem because it may be hard for the user to be able to read the diagram and get what they want from the graph.
I have put the infographic into a website which will be referenced in the document, if the user puts in infographic into the website, it will look at the image and that they will present you a side to side of the original image and also the image that has been manipulated to be able to see the images the way that colour-blindness people may see the image. Looking at the different types of colour-blindness, the colours are quite almost the same as each other, which means the colours must be changed in the infographic. [6]
The extra graphics that the user has used around the graph is not important at all and that they are just there to be decoration, this is because it may confuse the user if they are looking at it and trying to make sense of it. The user should have just deleted these just in case because it may cause confusion.
[image: ]The headings that are around the radar diagram, should be changed as they are small, and that the user should increase the size of the font to around 14-18pt. If the infographic is shown on a power point, there could be a problem for viewers to see from afar. This is the same for the numbers that show what the results show. Also, what needs to be changed is the colour of the numbers, it may be hard to read it because of the white background and the colour they are. 
The final improvement would be that the user should have not used curves as it would “take up more space” [2]. They should have used the normal way of a radar graph should be presented because it wouldn’t be confusing to look at. For example, [7].

Overall, I feel like there are a lot of improvements that are needed for this infographic because there are multiple mistakes in there and that there are a lot of possibilities of confusion that could happen when others go to try and review this infographic to use the results the author has gotten and tried to use it for some sort of studies.  
There are other different charts that could be used to see the results. Check [8]
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