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1. History of the Book:
Terminology and Historiography

JAMES RAVEN

What is the History
of the Book?

What 1s the history of the
book?




JAMES RAVEN

What is the History
of the Book?

“Book history of ‘the history of the
book’ aspires to study the historical
consequences of the production,

and of texts,
in all the maternal [and electronic — ed. ]
forms, across all societies and 1n all
ages.”



®But what 1s a book (anyway)?

& Why might this outwardly banal question be of
consequence?

¢ What distinguishes books from other written
media?



Book, n.

& A portable volume consisting of a series of
written, printed, or illustrated pages bound
together for ease of reading.

In modern use the pages are typically printed and made of paper, and are usually trimmed to a
uniform rectangular or square shape, sewn or glued together along one side to form a flat or
rounded back, and encased in a protective cover, but other materials and construction methods
may be used. In early and historical use, and with reference to non-Western cultures, book may
refer to a literary work in portable form written on a wide variety of other materials (as
vellum, parchment, papyrus, cotton, silk, palm leaves, bark, tablets of wood, 1vory, slate,
metal, etc.), and put together in any of a number of forms (as a scroll, or as separate leaves
which may be hinged, strung, stitched, or glued together).
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A Book 1s (also) ...

& An object ¢ A composite of different
organic materials

¢ A medium for transmission of .
information & A personal effect/belonging

& A mode of communication

& A form of technology



What distinguishes books from earlier forms of
written media?



Gutenberg Bible;
printing press
‘invented,’ c. 1440s
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Frontispiece of the Diamond Sutra from Tang-dynasty China, 868
book

ACE (British Museum), widely seen as the earliest extant printed



What distinguishes books from earlier forms of
written media?

What 1s meant by the following terms?

& Manuscript & Palaeography
& Codex & Cartulary
& Codicology ¢ Incunabula

& Calligraphy & Bibliography



Incunabula = ‘books’ made before 1501

& 1500 as the limit of the period of incunabula first
adopted 1n 1643 by Johann Saubert’s his history of
the Nuremberg library (Historia Bibliothecae

Noribergensi) — an early exercise in the history of
the book

& Fairly arbitrary cut off — but the product of early
attempts at the history of the book (or
bibliography)
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Varieties of Bibliography
(as 1n the study of books)

Enumerative = gathering together all information relevant to a book’s theme/topic

Descriptive = close physical description of books and other printed objects: a systematic report
concerning their type, paper, printing, illustrations, and binding, and how the circumstances of
their publication and distribution may have affected their physical appearance

Textual = interpretation of a book’s printed content; analysis of text’s transmission from author to
print edition(s); goal of recovering most accurate text as originally conceived by an author perhaps
with intention of producing a new critical edition

Historical = exploring social, economic, political context in which books were produced, using
external source
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Four epochs of book history

1. Oral tribe culture
2. Manuscript culture
3. Gutenberg galaxy
4. Electronic age

“The mnvention of typography confirmed and extended the new visual
stress of applied knowledge, providing the first uniformly repeatable
‘commodity,’ the first assembly-line, and the first mass-production.”

- Marshall McLuhan, The Gutenberg Galaxy (1962)



2. Theories of Communication and
Authorship



Harold Laswell (1902—-1972)

Laswell’s
Model of
Communication
‘OWS’
"Who says What
to Whom 1n
Which Channel
with What
EilceREs



HOW DOES IT WORK?

THE LASSWELL FORMULA

“"A convenient way to describe an act of communication is to answer the
following guestions...

SAYS IN WHICH WITH WHAT
? ?
WHO? WHAT? CHANNEL? 10 WOz EFFECT?

-~ -l i;’ﬂ

COMMUNICATOR MESSAGE MEDIUM RECEIVER EFFECT

CONTROL
ANNGLS CONTENT
ANALYSIS

MEDIA AUDIENCE EFFECT
ANALYSIS ANALYSIS ANALYSIS

&7




HOW DOES IT WORK?

SAYS IN WHICH = WITH WHAT
WHAT? CHANNEL? 10 WHOM; EFFECT?

How are the above relevant to historians of the book?

What methodological and theoretical considerations
might complicate the ‘5 ws’s?



In Which Channel ....

“In a culture like ours it 1s sometimes a bit of
a shock to be reminded that, in operational

and practical fact,

. This 1s merely to say that the

personal and social consequences of any medium—
that is, of any extension of ourselves— result
from the new scale that is introduced into our affairs
by each extension of ourselves,

)

-  Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media (1964)

by Marshall Mcl uhan




To Whom. ..

Carl Spitzweg, The
Bookworm (1859)




"Who says What to Whom 1n Which Channel with
What Effect".

®Who are ‘the who’ 1n the first part of the
formulation? Who ‘makes’ a book?



The Author (L’auteur)

pd U

John Butler Yeats

Portrait of WB Yeats, c. 1888 : A
Gustave Courbet,

Portrait of Charles Baudelaire, c. 1847



Roland Barthes, ‘The Death of the
Author’ (1967)

“EheNMauthors s rules=tinwsliicrany
history, 1n biographies of writers, in
magazine interviews, and even in
the awareness of literary men,
anxious to unite, by their private
journals, their person and their
work; the image of literature to be
found 1n contemporary culture 1is
tyrannically centred on the author,
his person, his history, his tastes,
his passions.’




Roland Barthes, ‘The Death of the
Author’ (1967)

‘The Author 1s supposed to feed
the book — that is, he pre-exists
1t, thinks, suffers, lives for 1t; he
maintains with his work the
same relation of antecedence a
father maintains with his child.’
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Who ‘makes’ a book?

Author

Scribe

Typist
Commissioning editor
Copy editor

Peer reviewer
Typesetter

Software engineers

Paper manufacturer

& Cover artist
& People who transport books
& Booksellers

& Authors of previous books -

intertextuality



Roland Barthes, ‘The Death of the
Author’ (1967)

Author privileged in literary history despite the
fact that:

‘“We know that a text does not consist of a
line of words, releasing a single
"theological" meaning (the "message" of the
Author-God), but 1s a space of many
dimensions, 1n which are wedded and
contested various kinds of writing, no one
of which 1s original: the text is a tissue of
citations, resulting from the thousand
sources of culture.’




Roland Barthes, ‘The Death of the Author’ (1967)

Whereas . ..

‘The reader 1s a man without history, without biography, without psychology;
he is only that someone who holds gathered into a single field all the paths of
which the text 1s constituted. ... The reader has never been the concern of
classical criticism; for it, there is no other man 1n literature but the one who
writes. We are now beginning to be the dupes no longer of such anti-phrases,
by which our society proudly champions precisely what it dismisses, ignores,
smothers or destroys; we know that to restore to writing its future, we must
reverse 1ts myth: the birth of the reader must be ransomed by the death of the
Author.’



Histories of Reading

¢ In what sense might ‘the reader’ be ‘without history’?

¢ What methodological challenges might be associated with histories of
reading? Are there any challenges which might relate to the medieval period
specifically?

& How does one write a history of reading?



3. Digital Approaches to Book History

& How might digital technologies enhance histories of books and
readership?

¢ What methodological potentialities might be available through
websites, databases and suchlike?



Digital Approaches to Histories of the Book

& Short Title Catalogue (STC) -

systematic (and coded) record of printed books extant in
libraries and collections

ENGLISH SHORT TI'
CATALOGUE

BRITISH
AdvHal

Home About Search Results Previous searches My folder
Add to My folder
Catalogue record errors? Use our Erro
Permalink

Format options: Standard format Summa

¢ Eighteenth-Century STC developed on CD-Rom 1992 Record 8 out of 144

ESTC System No.
ESTC Citation No.
Author - personal
Title

Publisher/year

® Subsumed into English Short Title Catalogue Physical descr.  55,(11p.; &

General note Jeremiah Kunastrokius = Laurence Sterne.

Uncontrolled note  Author attribution from NUC

Surrogates Microfilm. Woodbridge, CT Research Publications, Inc., 1983. 1 reel ;
The Eighteenth C

Person as subject rne,_Laurence,

Copies - Brit.Isles

¢ Enumerative approach

Copies - N.America

The English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC) lists over 480,000 items
# published between 1472 and 1800

Electronic location

# mainly, but not exclusively, in English
# published mainly in the British Isles and Morth America
# from the collections of the British Library and over 2,000 other libraries



http://estc.bl.uk/F/?func=file&file_name=login-bl-estc
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Early English Books Online
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Early English Books Online (EEBO) features page images of almost every work printed in the British Isles
and North America, as well as works in English printed elsewhere from 1470-1700. Over 200 libraries
worldwide have contributed to EEBO. From the first book printed in English through to the ages of Spenser,
Shakespeare and of the English Civil War, EEBO's content draws on authoritative and respected short-title

catalogues of the period and features a substantial number of text transcriptions specially created for the Want to Learn More?

See what's new in Early English Books Online and learn more about searching and using the database in our
EEBO Libguide &

Try one of these options



https://www.proquest.com/eebo

‘How to Think About EEBQO’

‘The story, 1n a nutshell. Catalogues took
books off the shelves. Microfilm took pages
out of books. Transcription and markup
freed words from the page. Collection and
standardization dissolved those words into
data. Early print’s realization as data opened
a new horizon of study that we’re still just
beginning to survey.

‘... Now that we have EEBO 1n full-text
form, what do we do with 1t?’

- Michael Gavin, '"How to Think About EEBQO," Textual
Cultures, 11:1-2 (2017 [2019]): 70-105.
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‘Death of the Document’?

CODED FILES:

‘When combined with the archival research of the short-title catalogues
(themselves scholarly projects of the highest quality) the result 1s a collection
of files — files, not documents nor texts — that fold discourse into history in a
remarkable way, combining “real life” sociological information about names,
books, places, and dates, with the formal and lexical features of the texts that
record that information. Scale 1s absolutely essential here. It matters that these
projects aspired to comprehensiveness.’

Michael Gavin, 'How to Think About EEBQO,' Textual Cultures, 11:1-2 (2017 [2019]): 70-105.



‘Death of the Document’?

‘The archive of early print is now remediated as a
collection of networked particulars. Everything 1is
connected to everything else, at both the supra-textual
levels of biographical and geographical metadata, as well
as at the sub-textual levels of parts, down to the individual
words and characters. Each item 1n the collection exists 1n
relation to every other and 1s therefore available for re-

. )
formulation as data.
Michael Gavin, 'How to Think About EEBQO,' Textual Cultures, 11:1-2 (2017 [2019]): 70-105.
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https://www.wdl.org/en/

Digital Approaches to History of Readers

REDEFINED

iddletowr

CENTER FOR MIDDLETOWN STUDIES
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
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Author/Contributor: Mame of Patron: Iace E: Transaction Dare
Dickens, Charles, 1812-18] | I Start .

Title: Race: Birth Year

| | | | vl o | End
Publisher: Sex: :J

Occupation [7]:

Where Published [7]: Marital Status:

Occupation
Classification:

Subject(s):

|Fir1d Records!|Clear Form| _Include Mon-Circulating Records

To view results, please select from the options below.
Shaow All

Search Results-

——— Book Patron Transaction
|ann|oad Results‘ Results @ Resuhts @ Resuhs

+Book (36)
—Patron (438)

Show entries Search:

Patron # Criginzl Date Joined Residence
Diocument

View Page Friday, May 28th, 1875 Albert Carpentar Washington

Niew Page Monday, May 31st, 1875 G H Andraws Jackson 5t

View Page Saturday, lune Sth, 1875 Sarzh McConnell Adams 5

Niew Page Saturday, lune Sth, 1875 Kate Wilson Washingron 5t.

View Page Saturday, June 12th, 1875 Carrig Andraws 282 High 5t

Niew Page Saturday, July 24th, 1875 Frank Everstt W. Jackson 5t
Niew Page Friday, Movember 15th, 1875 Mrs. W. |. Boyden E Washington Street

View Page Wednesday, February 2nd, 1876 oshua C Bacon Adams 5t

View Page Tuesday, May 8th, 1877 Zulena Wilcoxon 54 High & Dumont

View Page Saturday, January 12th, 1878 Mary |, Luick Cor Charles & Franklin

Showing 1 to 10 of 438 entries EI
+Transaction )




UK Reading Experience Database (UK-RED).

the experience of reading in Britain, from 1450 to 1945...

Welcome to UK RED, the Reading
Experience Database...

What did United om residents and British subjects living or travelling abroad
read between the ntion of the printing press in 1450 and the end of the Second
World War in 1945? How, and in what circumstances did they read? Search or
browse our database to find out...

UK RED captures the reading tastes and habits of the famous and the ordinary, the
young and the old, men and women. The texts range from books and newspapers Browse.'
to ephemera such as playbills and tickets, and from illuminated manuscripts,
novels and poetry to tombstone inscriptions and graffiti.

By Reader:
Entries in UK RED illustrate the diversity of reading experience and practice as well
as patterns within particular periods and across time. The evidence of reading is Browse
drawn from a multitude of sources, including diaries, memoirs, commonplace
— books, marginalia, sociological surveys, and criminal court and prison records. By Author:

RS e

Reading, however, is not confined by national borders. In recognition of this, RED
has become an international project. To visit other national REDs, or to search for —
readers, authors or texts across all the linked databases, click on the logos on the
" . right.

copyright and citation guide

Reading through the centuries:

1400-1499 - In 1477 William Caxton presented his "History of Jason” to the 6-

—— >— s year-old future Edward V. Edward IV, the little prince’s father, had instructed the
child’s governor that during dinner he should listen to "such noble stories as
behoveth a prince to understand and know”.


http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/index.php
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‘History of Audiences’
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The book and beyond

eading Experience Databas

Seminar Recordings

A recording of the seminar will be uploaded here.

and UK-RED collections.

RED Activity 1: C

RED Activity 1. Chaucer's




