




1. History of  the Book: 

Terminology and Historiography 

















Frontispiece of  the Diamond Sutra from Tang-dynasty China, 868 

ACE (British Museum), widely seen as the earliest extant printed 

book









Four epochs of  book history

1. Oral tribe culture

2. Manuscript culture

3. Gutenberg galaxy

4. Electronic age

“The invention of  typography confirmed and extended the new visual 

stress of  applied knowledge, providing the first uniformly repeatable 

‘commodity,’ the first assembly-line, and the first mass-production.”

- Marshall McLuhan, The Gutenberg Galaxy (1962)





Harold Laswell (1902–1972)







In Which Channel …. 

“In a culture like ours it is sometimes a bit of  

a shock to be reminded that, in operational 

and practical fact, the medium is the 

message. This is merely to say that the 

personal and social consequences of  any medium—

that is, of  any extension of  ourselves— result 

from the new scale that is introduced into our affairs 

by each extension of  ourselves, or by any new 

technology.”
- Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media (1964)







Gustave Courbet,

Portrait of  Charles Baudelaire, c. 1847

John Butler Yeats

Portrait of  WB Yeats, c. 1888
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https://www.proquest.com/eebo










https://www.wdl.org/en/






http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/index.php







