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The Study Guide Collection: 
[image: ]This study guide focuses on Methodism in London, specifically, Wesley’s Chapel and London residence, located at 49 City Road, London, EC1Y 1AU near Old Street, Moorgate and Liverpool Street underground stations. The visit is recommended because of the history, culture and religious significance of the Chapel, house, and museum. The Chapel is still used regularly for activities and events which members of the public can attend. These events (along with Sunday congregation) gather a large following and for those who want a personal experience of the Chapel, information is on pages 7-9. For those who want more basic information (e.g. when the museum is open, location of the museum, disability access, and so on) information is on pages 2-3. For a brief history and culture of the Chapel see pages 5-7. John Wesley’s Chapel, house, and museum is a must for anyone interested in John Wesley or Methodism. The tour given by the Methodist Heritage foundation is very engaging and provides an informative insight into Wesley’s life. The museum provides artefacts belonging to the Wesley family. The museum explains clearly what the artefacts were used for and their significance to Georgian life. Compared to other London Museums the John Wesley museum is relatively small but make sure you leave plenty of time after the house to look around (at least 35-45 minutes if not partaking in the house tour is suggested). Basic information is provided below:      Figure 2

Basic information: 
· Location: 
· 49 City Road, London, EC1Y 1AU
· Nearest tube station: Old Street (exit 4), Moorgate 
· Buses: 21, 43, 55, 76, 141, 205, 214, 243, 271 
· Railway Stations: Old Street, Moorgate, Liverpool Street 
· Cycle rack available in the courtyard 
· OS: TQ328822
[image: ]Tube stations: Old Street (Google maps eta: 3-minute walk – 0.1 miles), Moorgate (Google maps eta: 8-minute walk – 0.4 miles) and Liverpool Street (Google maps eta: 11-minute walk – 0.6 miles). To find bus services please use the Transport For London[footnoteRef:1]. A cycle rack is available for those travelling by bike, but it is recommended that you provide your own lock and security. The Chapel takes no responsibility for stolen or damaged vehicles.         [1: Unknown author, Plan a Journey, https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ [Accessed: 15th April 2019] ] 

· Opening Hours: 
· Monday – Saturday: 10am – 4pm 
· Wednesdays: 
· 12.45: 30-minute Holy Communion
· Thursdays closed 12.45 – 13:30 Figure 3: 

· 12.45: 30-minute lunch-time service 
· Sunday: 12.30 – 13.45 
· 9.45: Holy Communion (except first Sunday of the month) 11.00: Morning Service (including Holy Communion on first Sunday)
· Last admission 30 minutes before closing.
· Closed Christmas, New Year and public/Bank Holidays
Open: Monday (10am – 16:00), Tuesday (10am – 16:00: 12:45: 30-minute Holy Communion), Thursday (10am – 16:00: 12:45: 30-minute lunch-time service), Friday (10am – 16:00), Saturday (10am – 16:00), Sunday (9.45 Holy Communion, 11.00 Morning Service). It is recommended that you arrive at least one hour before closing so that you have time to observe the museum, Chapel, and house. This is more important if you require a tour of the house or Chapel. 
· Cost: 
· Admission is free (except for groups – contact the Office Manager for more information) 
· The Friends of Wesley’s Chapel:
· Annual membership: UK single £20 single £20, overseas £30; UK joint £40, overseas £50; UK life £500, overseas £600
· Group Bookings: 
· Groups of 6+ and school groups must be booked in advance so that we can ensure you receive our full attention[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Methodist Heritage, pamphlet, Wesley’s Chapel, The Museum of Methodism & John Wesley’s House (London: Pitkin Publishing, Collected 2019)] 

· Pre-booked groups are welcome at the chapel. Bookings can be made by telephone (020 7253 2262)[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Methodist Heritage, handbook, Information for visitors to historic Methodist places in Britain, 4th edition (London: Methodist Heritage and The Methodist Church, 2017)  ] 

Pamphlets, leaflets, brochures, booklets are all free with a recommended contribution of £1 on some objects (such as postcards and pictures). The shop in the basement has Methodist-related books on sale, including second hand. For those who wish to contribute more to the Museum then become a Friend of Wesley’s Chapel. Visitors arriving in a group of six or more are required to book in advance, so that the Chapel can organise a tour. Group visits do require payment. Bookings can be made with the number above or the website below.    
· Social media/Online resources:
· Facebook: The Museum of Methodism & John Wesley’s House
· Twitter: @Museummethodism
· Email: administration@wesleyschapel.org.uk
· www.wesleyschapel.org.uk
· www.Wesleysheritage.org.uk 
To keep updated on what is on at the Chapel follow Facebook and Twitter. If interested in getting involved in specific events, then follow the Methodist Museum on social media to keep updated. If information on specific topics (such as exhibits, events, and blogs) are required then the websites provided are the best source to find information. Emailing can also be used if information cannot be found on the websites or social media platforms. 
· Disabled access and facilities:
· There is ramp access into the Chapel and a lift to access the disabled toilets
· Baby changing area 
· Toilets
· Disabled parking (book in advance)   
The facilities and disability access provided at the museum and chapel are very good considering the age of the building. There is disabled parking for those who require it. However, the museum asks visitors to book in advance so that they can make sure a space is available upon arrival. There is ramp access into the Chapel, however, there is no disability access into Wesley’s house. This is due to the age of the house and where the house is [image: ]positioned on the street. There are disabled toilets available via lift access. The male toilets are the oldest continuing public toilets in London! Pictures are accepted in the male toilets for those who want a unique story of the Chapel.      Figure 4: 

History: 
The House:
[image: ]The house was built in 1779 (Wesley moved in on the 9th of October) by architect George Dance and local builder Samuel Tooth. Wesley lived here for twelve winters (preaching across the UK in the summer) until his death in 1791. Ministers were housed here, whilst Wesley travelled in the summer. Other families and servants also lodged at the house. The servants remained at the residence all year round to help the families. As Molly Wesley left John many years before the house was complete, he lived (as a bachelor) on the first floor of the building. Employing servants was helpful for the local community’s income. The generosity of the Chapel provided refuge by using the house for those downtrodden families in Georgian society. Wesley often referred to those who lived at the house his ‘family’[footnoteRef:4] and considered his London residence as his home. When Wesley died it was decided that the house would be the residence of the Superintendent Minister of the Chapel. The house still holds this function, but in 1898[footnoteRef:5] (after some resurrection work) it was announced that the house would become a museum, open to the general public.    [4:  Unknown Author, History, https://www.wesleysheritage.org.uk/about-us/history/ [Accessed 15th April 2019]]  [5:  Iblis ] 
Figure 5: 

The Chapel: 
The chapel was built in 1778, designed by George Dance the Young. Wesley famously referred to the Chapel as ‘perfectly neat but not fine’[footnoteRef:6]. Wesley was being extremely modest when making this remark. The Chapel is a thing of beauty. This is an exceptional piece of Georgian architecture and design, recommended for anybody who is not accustomed to Georgian style. The original Chapel would have looked completely different to the chapel today. For the centenary celebration of Wesley’s death, the Chapel was transformed into the magnificent interior we see today. For the celebration, Jasper pillars replaced the original ships’ masts; new oak pews and stained glass were also introduced. The Chapel was significant damaged during World War Two, as a result of bombing during the blitz. This caused the Chapel significant structural problems and it had to close for five years whilst the most severe of these were fixed. These renovations were not completed until 1978 exactly [image: ]200 years after Wesley open the Chapel to the public[footnoteRef:7]. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh attended the reopening of the venue.    [6:  Unknown Author, Introduction, https://www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/introduction/ [Accessed 15th April 2019]]  [7:  Iblis] 
Figure 6:

The Museum:
Those visitors doing the tour of the Chapel and house will initially view an introductory video by Huw Edwards in the museum. This video is around 10-15 minutes long and gives a significant insight into John Wesley’s life and the construction of the Chapel and house, including how the museum opened in 1898. Once this video is completed the tour of the Chapel and house will commence. After the tour, visitors will be able to walk around the museum, looking at the artefacts from Wesley’s life such as a machine to help with depression and an old exercise device, which supposedly helped with posture. It is recommended that visitors leave at least 30-40 minutes to look at the museum and all its artefacts. ‘Our collections comprise over 15,000 objects and include ceramics, paintings, books and works on paper, silverware, furniture and costume, and many others.’[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  Unknown Author, Explore the collection, https://www.wesleysheritage.org.uk/exhibits/explore-the-collection/ [Accessed 15th April 2019] ] 

Cultural and Religious Significance: 
Methodism in London: 
· Charterhouse: 
·  Sutton’s Hospital, Charterhouse Square, EC1M 6AN
· OS: TQ318819
· Contact: 
· Tel: 020 7253 9503 
· Email: charterhouseec1@aoi.com
· Website: www.thecharterhouse.org 
· Charterhouse School (London) was a place of education for schoolboys from 1611 to 1872 before it moved to Godalming in Surrey. John Wesley attended the school from 1714 to 1720, before carrying on his studies at Oxford. There is a statue and plaque of Wesley in the Chapel Cloister. There is also a free museum describing the 660-year history of the building and those who attended the school. 
· Charles Wesley Memorial: 
· Marylebone High Street, W1U 5HR
· OS: TQ283819
· Charles Wesley’s memorial can be found at Marylebone High Street and was renovated in 2012. This new renovation gives the monument more prominence and it is worth a visit.
· Christianity in London:
· Westminster Abbey:
· The Chapter Office, Westminster Abbey, 20 Dean's Yard, SW1P 3PA
· OS: TQ30268 79545
· Contact: 
· Email: info@westminster-abbey.org 
· Number: +44(0)20 7222 5152
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Website: https://www.westminster-abbey.org/ 
· Westminster Abbey was first constructed in 960AD and has performed the coronation of members of the British monarchy since William the Conqueror in 1066AD. It is the burial site for over 3,300 British citizens and 17 monarchs, and 16 prominent weddings have taken place at the Abbey. The building today was completed in 1245 under Henry III and survived the blitz with only minor damage. To book a visit to the Abbey, visit the website as it is not possible to enter the Abbey without advance booking. The Abbey is open Monday-Friday: 9:30-15:30, Saturday (May to August): 9:00am-15:00, Saturday (September to April): 9:00am-13:00 and Sunday for service. To find specific information regarding what is open during your visit use the website[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Unknown Author, Home screen, https://www.westminster-abbey.org/ [Accessed: 15th April 2019] ] 

Methodism in the UK:
· Wesley’s Memorial Church, Oxford
· New Inn Hall Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH 
· OS: SP 511062
· Contact: 
· Tel: 01865 243216
· Email: churchoffice@wesleymem.org.uk
· Website: www.wesleymem.org.uk 
· Both John and Charles Wesley attended Christ Church College. John entered Christ Church as an undergraduate student in 1720, whilst Charles arrived in 1726. John graduated in 1724, becoming a deacon of Christ Church Cathedral in 1725, before becoming a Fellow of Lincoln College in 1726. At Christ Church, John and Charles established a small group known as the ‘Holy Club’ and its members were called ‘Methodists’[footnoteRef:10]. John preached his last university lecture in 1744 on ‘Scriptural Christianity’, in which he criticised the university’s spiritual apathy. The church is staffed by volunteers and is usually open 10:00-15:00.    [10:  Methodist Heritage, handbook, Information for visitors to historic Methodist places in Britain, 4th edition (London: Methodist Heritage and The Methodist Church, 2017) p. 10] 

· John Wesley’s Chapel & Charles Wesley’s House, Bristol  
· 36 The Housefair, Bristol BS1 3JE 
· OS: ST589736
· John Wesley was invited to preach at Bristol (in front of a gathering of miners) by his brother, Charles in 1739. The current building dates from 1748, when the New Room was doubled in size and the lower floor becoming John Wesley’s Chapel. The New Room became a central venue in Bristol for providing food and clothes to the needy, offering medicine to the sick, helping those in prison and running schools. In 1786 Wesley ordained lay preachers to become clergy in America [image: ]and Bristol became the launching pad for his anti-slavery agenda. A visitor centre opened in 2017, which details eighteenth-century Methodism and how Methodism is relevant today. ‘Among the displays are ones on eighteenth-century Bristol, the slave trade, the role of lay preachers, medical self-help, eighteenth-century education, and the spread of Methodism across Britain and America.[footnoteRef:11]’ The Chapel is free (donations welcome) but the museum is £6 for adults, Seniors (over 65) £5, £4 for a student, Child (5-16) £3 and children under 5 free. It is open Monday to Saturday 10:30 – 16:00, including most Bank Holidays.    [11:  Iblis ] 
Figure 7:

· Old Rectory, The home of the Wesley family, Epworth
· 1 Rectory Street, Epworth, near Doncaster, Lincolnshire DN9 1HX 
· OS: SE 787035 
· Contact: 
· Tel: 01427 872268 
· Email: curator@epworthholdrectory.org.uk 
· Website: www.epwortholdrectory.org.uk
· Samuel Wesley became an Anglican rector of Epworth in 1695. It is here Susanna bore nineteen children, of which seven daughters and three sons survived. Susanna educated her children diligently and instilled in them a methodical approach, later used by her sons at Christ Church for their own academic success and for the development of Methodism. Admission is £7.00 for adults (groups of 10 people or more is £6.00 each), Family (2 adults with up to 3 children under 16) £20.00, Student £5.00 and child £4.00. The Old Rectory is open 10.30 – 15.30 (March, April & October) and 10 – 16.30 (May – September). Last admission is 30 minutes before closing, there are tours available, call if interested.  
[image: ]Contemporary Significance: Figure 8: 

[image: ]The contemporary significance of the Chapel is that it is an important venue for the local community. The Chapel preforms Communion every Wednesday and Sunday, with a lunchtime service being performed on Thursday. These events are often popular with the congregation, averaging 240-270[footnoteRef:12]. The Chapel and museum also often arrange historical re-enactment days, which are used to educate children on Georgian life and Methodist values. Previous events include Secret Life of John Wesley (20th February and 10th April 2019 11-15.00) and Georgian Tea room (30th March 2019 12-15.30)[footnoteRef:13]. These are free events and involve lace making, the making of traditional Georgian recipes, tea and cake served in the Radnor Hall (first come first served). Events are family friendly with interactive games for children, whilst adults can enjoy the museum and house. Future events in the Chapel include the Physic Garden Celebration (8th June 2019 11-15.00)[footnoteRef:14]. This occasion is in celebration of the new Physic Garden at Wesley’s house. Tea and cake will be provided, but the celebration is free. 2018 was a busy year for the Chapel, house and museum. The Chapel served over 15,000 hot drinks, performed 269 acts of public worship, 161 group heritage tours and changed its Reverend[footnoteRef:15]. The Chapel’s congregation is concerned with the rise in homelessness across the UK but more specifically in London. The congregation, therefore, try to help prevent homelessness within the local community by handing out food and hot drinks to those they see on the street. The Chapel operates as a place of refuge for those who cannot find sufficient food. The 2017 congregation averaged 240-270 on Sundays but rose to over 500 on special occasions, with up to 40 children in Sunday School.[footnoteRef:16] This large congregation helps the community with various family-friendly events such as providing alcohol-free viewing of the FIFA World Cup 2018.[footnoteRef:17] All these events and activities are free to the public with a recommended donation. Those interested in helping these actives can contact the Chapel beforehand. The most significant change for the church has been the change in Reverend, from Revd Jennifer Potter to Revd Dr. Jennifer Smith. Potter was the Reverend of the Chapel and a resident of Wesley’s house for 22 years. After such a lengthy tenure, Potter leaves behind a significant legacy for Smith to follow. Luckily for Smith, she held a Superintendencey in west London and moved into City Road with her husband Revd Dr. Keith Riglin[footnoteRef:18].  [12:  Methodist Heritage, booklet, Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission Annual Report 2017-18 (London: Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission, 2018)]  [13:  Methodist Heritage, leaflet, Events at John Wesley’s House & The Museum of Methodism (London: John Wesley’s Chapel, House & Museum, Collected 2019)]  [14:  Iblis]  [15:  Methodist Heritage, booklet, Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission Annual Report 2017-18 (London: Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission, 2018)]  [16:  Iblis]  [17:  Iblis]  [18:  Iblis] 
Figure 10: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The museum, Chapel and house are all registered charities and their income and expenditure is easily accessible online. Their 2015-2016 income and [image: ]expenditure is available on pdf format[footnoteRef:19] whilst the 2017-2018 stats for the chapel specifically can be found on the Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission Annual Report 2017-18 (booklet). The income for the year 2017-2018 was £643,600 whilst the expenditure was £540,600[footnoteRef:20]. This is just a basic overview on income and expenditure but a thorough report on this is available online on pdf format.[footnoteRef:21] The information published there shows where money has been spent (equipment, education, training and so on), and the sources of income (donations, grants, investments and so forth.). This financial information demonstrates the contemporary significance of the museum, Chapel and house. The congregation helps prevent homelessness and provides activities free to the public to educate visitors on the life of John Wesley. The change of Reverend has breathed new life into the chapel and new optimism for the future. It is clear then, that the Methodist Heritage Foundation have a significant contemporary role to play within the London community.            [19: Revd Canon Gareth J Powell, Consolidated Report and Financial Statement (2016) https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/1467/mcaccounts_final-220317.pdf [Accessed: 14th April 2019] ]  [20:  Methodist Heritage, booklet, Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission Annual Report 2017-18 (London: Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian Mission, 2018)]  [21:  Revd Canon Gareth J Powell, Consolidated Report and Financial Statement (2018) https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/6686/signed-consolidated-report-and-accounts-2018-final.pdf ] 
Figure 11:
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THE MUSEUM OF METHODISM

Welcome
Discover the origins and spread of Methodism here at City Road through our
fascinating collection of objects, documents and paintings.

Listen to our wonderful introduction video narrated by BBC's Huw Edwards.
Learn how missionaries braved the journey to new countries overseas to spread
their beliefs and what awaited them there.

See the objects that belonged to Wesley, his brother and other important
Methodists throughout the ages and what Wesley's mission and views on social
justice did not only for people of faith but for the poor, the sick, the enslaved and
those in need in London and throughout the world.

1f you would like to go on a virtual tour of our City Road site, including John
Wesley's House, please ¢

here.

Explore some of our exhibits online:

[l EXPLORE THE COLLECTION - image © Hufton & Crow

| BURIAL REGISTER 1779-1854 = scccce
[ 101N WESLEY'S SERMONS -

[ seLecTED HYMNS -

[ SELECTED DOCUMENTS -

H O Type here to search
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Disabled access and facilities

‘There is ramp access into the Chapel. The Museum of
Methodism and disabled toilet are accessible by lift.
Owing to the age of John Wesley’s House, there are many
unavoidable steps, although there is step-free access to
the ground floor.

How to find us

Nearest tube stations: Old Street (exit 4), Zowﬁwﬁ /
Buses: 21, 43, 55, 76, 141, 205, 214, 243, 271

Rail stations: Old Street, Moorgate, Liverpool Street

The Friends of Wesley’s Chapel
Become a friend and help preserve this historic shrine.
Join online or by writing to us at the address below.

Museum Shop

Visit our online gift shop or visit us in ﬂ

person for gifts, books and souvenirs. Methodist
Heritage
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