

INTRODUCTION
In this assignment I will be writing about Blaenavon and regeneration. I will be explaining what regeneration is and what it is about, I will also be writing about the history of Blaenavon and what it is like today and why regeneration could be beneficial to the community of Blaenavon.
I will then be introducing my idea for regeneration of Blaenavon, and with this I will be explaining what it is and how it will help the community of Blaenavon. I will also be looking at and explaining who would need to be informed, who would fund it and the benefits for the people who live there and who they would be.
MAIN BODY
Looking at Blaenavon and its history it has gone through many changes over the years. While starting off as a vast countryside to then having the big pit and iron and steel works during the industrial revolution with the population rising and Blaenavon being put on the map due to the productions going on there, and now with the population having dropped since the big pit, and the iron and steel works having closed. 
Blaenavon mountains was well known for their iron ore, and from 1675 this iron ore was used in production. Blaenavon was the first known for their iron and steel. Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins, and Benjamin Pratt built a new ironworks in Blaenavon in 1788 and they used the latest technology there. It became one of the largest in the world in 1789 by using steam to operate their furnaces. And by 1976 their furnaces were producing around 5,400 tons of iron a year (unesco,2020). James Ashwell remained a managing director up until 1841. During this time, the sites water balance tower was built. This was used to bring things up from the casting houses which then went up to the tramroad that connects the ironworks with the forge and the canal. By 1841 Garn Ddyrys forge were producing around 305 tonnes of wrought iron bars and rails a week. The forge and tramroad stopped operating by 1861 and today nothing remains from them. In 1854 the railway network that was running started offering cheaper transport to people and their goods which was beneficial to people at the time. And the Big Pit closed as a working colliery in 1980 but later re opened as a mining museum in 1983 (timelines,2020).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       During the 19th and 29th century the Big Pit operated alongside the ironworks, and along with this the town’s population increased to around 20,000(urban75,2020). 
In 1860 the shaft at the Big Pit was altered and extended to 200ft and was later altered again in 1880 and extended to 300ft and it remains the same depth today. In the early 1920´s 1,300 men worked at the Big pit and the number of accidents there were high. And due to the high demand for coal children were also made to work in the mines. The older children that worked there operated the mines shaft pulleys. The mines were no place for children, and the working conditions were very poor, dangerous, and exhausting (bbc,2008). Due to the high demand Blaenavon saw an opportunity and specialised in coal production. The coal they produced was used for locomotives, steamships, factories, and houses. The coal they produced was shipped all over the world. And today with the Big Pit being open as a mining museum it attracts a lot of visitors (visitblaenavon,2020). In the 19th century pit ponies were used down the mines and they worked alongside the miners. The underground stables that were built could hold up to 50 horses. The miners and the horses were friends, but a lot of the hoses died from mistreatment, accidents, and explosions. As well as being overworked and dropping due to exhaustion. Some frightened ponies could be responsible for some miner’s death and some miners also died trying to rescue the ponies (walesonline,2008).                                                                                                                                                                                         
In December 2000 Blaenavon’s industrial landscape became a world heritage site. It is a landscape shaped by human hand, dating from the early days of the industrial revolution which was a significant stage in human evolution, when the iron and coal industries of South Wales were of global importance. In 1816 St Peters School was founded to educate the iron workers children and today Blaenavon heritage centre is based here. It offers an overview of the world heritage site and offers educational workshops for all age groups. The also focus on the lives of local people from the early Celts through to now. And a lot of the outdoor activities here holds the starting point for them. Within the Blaenavon industrial landscape Blaenavon ironworks is the most significant historical feature. And today the remains of the blast furnaces, the cast housing and water balance tower still remain today, which can be viewed and you are able to gain a fascinating insight into the history of the industrial revolution at the reconstructed company “truck” shop, the 19th century workers cottages and the newly interpreted cast houses. The Big Pit national coal museum offers guided underground tours conducted by former coal miners. The restored pithead baths features displays and interactive exhibitions enabling visitors to learn about the history of coal mining and the people who lived and worked in coal mining communities in Wales(visitblaenavon,2020).
Below is a photo that gives an idea of what it was like years ago in Blaenavon.
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                                                                          (blogspot,2020).
In Blaenavon today there has been a big change since the days of the industrial revolution. While visiting there the town seemed quiet with not many people around. To me it seemed derelict. There are a lot of museums there focusing on the past and what life use to be like for people there. To me it seems that they are living in the past. There are also charity shops, a library and a youth club, and the plus side to visiting there is the free parking that they have to offer. Another thing that is still there is the Railway.
The area around Blaenavon was recognised as an industrial landscape in 2000 by UNESCO. It recognised that it was well preserved and with its collection of ironworks, mines, and other relics.
The town centre received a conservation status in the 1980s, the historical buildings the have now preserved thanks to this. And much of the centre is now pedestrianised which makes it easier for people to explore what Blaenavon has to offer.
The workmen’s Hall has been the centre of Blaenavon since 1895 and has played a big part in the community and still today it remains open and is a venue for films, music, sports, and local groups.
A great way to see some of the sights of Blaenavon is Blaenavon’s Heritage Railway.
Garn Lakes is a nature born from a barren post-industrial landscape. This use to be a place more than 20 years ago where there were tips and an old colliery workings but today it is alive with birds and animals and it is hard to believe the change that has happened here (visitwales,2020).
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                  (visitblaenavon,2020).                                                                                             (blaenavontowncouncil,2020).
Regeneration is a term with diverse meaning. According to the Oxford English dictionary, to be regenerated is to be reborn, brought again into existence, formed a new, no doubt an accurate usage but one that is arguably too narrow. (nature,2018).
The collapse of the industrial and manufacturing economy has left many city areas affected by unemployment. Along with this poor housing and socially left out from the more thriving parts of cities.  Urban regeneration is an attempt to try and reverse this affect and turn things around. Trying to improve the physical structure and the economy of these areas affected.  Over the year’s projects tended to focus on one area which was housing, but many programmes have changed an now attempt to stimulate social and economic regeneration. (theguardian,2001).    
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                                                                             (worldbank,2020).
My thought on regenerating Blaenavon are firstly I think if the shops and buildings were done up and painted and hanging baskets were put up to have a warm welcoming feel when people visited this would make a difference and it will show what Blaenavon is like and what it has to offer rather than it being remembered for the coal, iron and steel works. Alongside this maybe if the vacant shops were filled to attract people into Blaenavon it will also help to show that Blaenavon has a lot to offer and has a lot of potential.
Another idea I had is a lot bigger and would take a lot of consideration by a lot of people to see if this would work in a place like Blaenavon. If a big arcade was to be Blaenavon with a number of things included in it to suit all ages, this would sure be an attraction to a lot of people. If a bowling alley was in it an arcade a swimming pool an ice-skating rink along with dancing for all ages as well as a variety of shops it would be something for everyone all in one area. Different classes could be held there too for all ages maybe something like art classes, flower arranging classes, karate lessons and sports lessons. It would have to be something for all age gro so everyone has something to participate in and enjoy. 
This would have to be put to the council for careful thought and consideration with a suitable area needed to be found, planning would need to be considered and approved, would the people of Blaenavon be willing to have this in their area. To find this out I think a questionnaire could be done and people could give their views on it. Funding is another issue that would need to be applied for if this were to go ahead, would there be funding out there for such a big project. And if this does go ahead publishing it far and wide through newspapers, the internet, the radio and flyers to as many people as possible so people now what is happening and when it´s happening. People need to now so there will be a lot of interest before it is finished so people will have something to look forward too. 
And while a lot of people visit the Big Pit this idea would be something to finish the day off for people and it would bring them into Blaenavon and they would be able to see for themselves what Blaenavon is like, what it has to offer and to show that it is a lot more than just a mining community. 
With these ideas it would create a lot of job opportunities for the people living there and may even bring more people into Blaenavon for the jobs provided. Blaenavon would benefit a great deal with more job opportunities as people have moved away from the area for this reason. 
Moving on with such a big idea would be a positive for the people of Blaenavon in my view, as they live in the shadow of the past and are always remembered for the coal industry and the iron and steel works and for a lot of the older generation these times brought a lot of bad memories for them and they are living with this constant reminder everyday. Having something new to focus on and to think about can only be a positive.  
CONCLUSION
Blaenavon has changed a lot over the years to nothing to being popular with the coal industry and the iron and steel works, with the population rising and plenty of jobs for everyone. Then with everything closing and jobs disappearing people were forced to move away. With the population getting less everything seemed to fade in the town of Blaenavon. Blaenavon is still known for the coal industry along with the iron and steel works even though they no longer exist apart from the Big Pit now being a museum. For the people of Blaenavon they want to be known for more than this, they want people to see Blaenavon now for what it has to offer and what it could be. They don’t want to carry on living in the past, for some of the older generation living in the past is difficult for them as they lived in the difficult times and have a lot of bad memories and moving forward with something new would be something positive for them all. 
The ideas I have mentioned are simple apart from one which is a big one but to me moving forward is a positive. It is a big step and a lot of consideration needs to be put into this and people’s views also need to be considered.  
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