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CPD Assignment – 2019 Reflection
In April 2019, I had a performance appraisal meeting in work which required me to give 5 goals I wanted to achieve within a years’ time. My five goals were:
1. To improve my time keeping and either stick to deadlines or hand work in before completion date.
2. Have a more direct contact with clients.
3. Organise a meeting and achieve a place on a HNC Civil Engineering course in my chosen university.
4. To get involved with more site work e.g. topographical surveys, borehole sampling.
5. To be able to produce engineering drawings with minimal help.
I am very pleased with my professional development in 2019 because I have managed to achieve majority of these goals within nine months rather than one year. Two weeks after the performance appraisal meeting I managed to organise for my colleague and I to go on four Micro Drainage courses in England to enable us to use the software more efficiently. After participating on the first two courses, I attended a SuDS (Sustainable Drainage Systems) workshop meeting in Cardiff which enabled me to make connections with competent people from local authorities. I feel like that the workshop benefitted me because it gave me more knowledge on what SuDS is all about and how beneficial this system is in comparison to typical drainage methods. After gaining this information, I found that it made the other courses much easier for me to understand because I became for familiar with the terminology and how many different SuDS components can be included in your design.
I was given the role of project manager to organise a topographical survey to be completed on a site in Clydach. This role enabled me to start to achieve goals two and four and I felt that this was very rewarding because this is not my usual role within a project; however, upon evaluation I was informed that all my duties were completed correctly, on time and to a high standard. I was also put on a borehole sampling job with my colleague and before I started this job I had no experience with or knowledge of borehole sampling. I was sent with a competent member of staff so I could shadow him and learn the skills for myself. After completing this task on a monthly basis for a year and after starting university, I now have more of an understanding about boreholes and how to obtain samples from them by using a Geopump and by bailing.
One of the best achievements of 2019 was securing a place on the HNC Civil Engineering course because after working for a civil engineering company I knew that I wanted to gain more qualifications and learn more about civil engineering to enable me to be a chartered civil engineer.  I felt that I had wasted two years doing mechanical engineering in college and that I wouldn’t be able to obtain a place because of my lack of civil engineering qualifications. After joining university it has made me more aware of what civil engineering is all about and I have found myself wanting to learn more about the topics taught in class. I find myself doing more research and wanting to expand my knowledge which will enable me to tackle more tasks in work and help me with completing future assignments. 

I have also achieved goal number five because I get assigned nearly all drawing work that comes through the office and when they are checked by a higher member of staff, I am always praised on how high the quality is and how professional they are. I have also seen the change in the type of drawings I am given to complete, previously I used to produce simple drawings of small hatches on an aerial image whereas now I have produce detailed drawings for a drain installation on a particular site. I find myself asking minimal questions to the senior CAD technician on how to complete the tasks I am given. The one thing that I am very pleased about is that I finally understand of how important the scaling is on a drawing. I struggled with understanding what scales are the best to use and how to amend the drawing if the chosen scale could not be met. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moving forward in 2020, I want to be able to attend more meetings and workshops about SuDS because I have the basic knowledge on what to include in a SAB application form and what SuDS is all about, however, I have been given the role in work to design a drainage system that will allow for the new development work are planning on building to be successful. I want to be able to complete a full SAB application and for it to be approved as quickly as possible with the correct SuDS components included and with little negative feedback.  I also want to spend more time using the Micro Drainage software which gives a virtual representation on what the drainage design would look like and provide the correct drainage calculations for various storms.

