Huw Lewis’ purpose for writing the article ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’ is to make individuals aware of the importance the education system has on serving the future of the Welsh language. There are other reports that support Lewis’ purpose such as Professor Graham Donaldson’s report named ‘Successful Futures’ and Professor Sioned Davies’ work called ‘One language for all’. 
	Huw Lewis’ article mainly discusses the influence of the Welsh Language on individuals because of many reasons such as developing language skills, enhance the value attached to the Welsh language and improve individuals understanding of the welsh culture. 
The first point that will be discussed is poor standards and low attainment in the subject. Welsh language skills are extremely important as it can help people gain the skills they will need not only whilst in school but also “for the world of work, life and study” (Lewis, 2015). However, Lewis (2015:1) explains that children are leaving school without these skills despite studying the subject Welsh as a second language for numerous years. This is seen as an issue that the welsh government are keen to resolve as research has shown that only a small number of second language individuals become proficient users of Welsh (Welsh Government, 2016). In addition, Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) believes that “The new curriculum will provide a means to ensure that all learners can develop their Welsh language skills and use the language confidently in different contexts.”  Professor Sioned Davies’ report on Welsh Second Language, ‘One Language For All’ considered how to address poor standards and low attainment in the subject and mainly focussed on what changes should be made to teaching and assessment of Welsh second language. This will benefit children as it will enable them to use the language effectively within and beyond a classroom setting. Within this report there were a number of recommendations set out highlighting issues in the current approach to welsh second language (Sioned Davies, 2013). Personally, I believe if a child is not confident not only speaking Welsh but also reading and writing in welsh, then they are more likely to not enjoy the subject as they do not understand it clearly. This can then cause a snowball effect as if they do not enjoy the subject, they will lose enthusiasm and as a result there will be poor standards and low attainment in the subject. Therefore, a positive learning experience needs to be provided for Welsh second language learners, so they can learn to enjoy the subject. 
The next point to be discussed is the six Areas of Learning and Experience. Within the new curriculum set by Donaldson, traditional subjects will be structured under six Areas of Learning and Experience. Lewis (2016:2) explains “the new curriculum will see the introduction of a Languages, Literacy and Communications Area of Learning and Experience which will contain clear and distinct progression reference points and achievement outcomes for developing Welsh language skills over time”. This supports Professor Davies as she mentions how progression reference points and achievement outcomes can benefit the learners tremendously as they can receive acknowledgement for skills gained. In ‘One Language For All’ she explains how there has been an improvement in communication across schools in the area (Sioned Davies, 2013). Donaldson (2015) believes that a welsh dimension should be included when appropriate throughout the six Areas of Learning.  I agree with Donaldson when he states that the 6 Areas of Learning will “broaden children and young people’s horizons…and promote their enjoyment” (Donaldson, 2015). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, communication is an important aspect when teaching Welsh second language. Estyn (2017) states that communication skills with be in both Welsh and English.  Donaldson (2015) explains that there will be a renewed focus on learning welsh through communication in particular oral communication and understanding, which is one of his recommendations set in ‘Successful Futures’. This will benefit learners as it can help them express information through the medium of Welsh. I believe if learners are able to understand communication and respond orally, they will become more comfortable with the subject and as a result enjoy Welsh more. Also, as Lewis (2015) said previously about Welsh benefitting individuals in the future such as the world of work, this will help children gain the knowledge they need to be able to speak confidently not only in class but also in the real world. It is important for children and young people to have a good understanding of their cultural life however, they cannot do so effectively without a good understanding of the Welsh language. This is a specific recommendation in Sioned Davies’ report. I believe this will be beneficial to learners as they will be able to discuss the Welsh language with other individuals around Wales and develop ideas and knowledge on the Subject.
Lastly, a number of innovative projects are running which are set to improve both the teaching and learning of Welsh in the current curriculum. By 2050, the Welsh Government are hoping for a million Welsh speakers. A well-known project in Wales is Urdd. Urdd aim to “provide opportunities through the medium of Welsh for children and young people in Wales to become fully rounded individuals, developing personal and social skills that will enable them to make a positive contribution to the community.” This project is a success as it has helped many learners to speak Welsh fluently and enjoy speaking the language with enthusiasm (Urdd Gobaith Cymru, 2018).  As someone who has been a part of projects such as Urdd, I feel projects like these can really help children and young individuals gain the confidence they need to understand and speak Welsh supporting Donaldson’s report as he believes a greater focus is needed on individual’s ability to speak Welsh confidently in everyday settings (Donaldson, 2016). However, Professor Davies (2013) explains that there are funding issues for these organisations therefore may result in a decrease in projects across Wales. On the other hand, Davies (2013) explains how in the primary sector, projects such as Urdd can benefit learners as they will be given the opportunity to hear Welsh outside of a classroom setting. I feel this would be an effective learning strategy for children because they will be able to apply Welsh to the real world. 
To conclude, there are many important factors within this article that Huw Lewis has mentioned which will benefit future generations massively. However, it is not just up to the learners to make the new curriculum a success and for Welsh to become a more popular language within our culture, it is also up to the teachers to teach the subject effectively. Overall, I agree with Huw Lewis’ main ideas as I believe that the Welsh language is vital in a child’s life. I feel this because many jobs within Wales require individuals to speak welsh as it is our native language. Also, by teaching the Welsh language it will keep the language alive which will benefit our cultural identity.


