
How does Latin come to be? 
 

Quote from Amy (Brooklyn 99) in the episode The Chopper 
“Well, some say Latin is a dead language, but I say it's just taking a long nap” 

 
 
If you want to learn more about the development of Latin, I recommend first this very 
useful recap here: 
 
https://linguistics.byu.edu/classes/Ling450ch/reports/latin.html 
 
And if you have more time, check out the several contributions in the A Companion to the 
Latin Language, edited by James Clackson (John Wiley & Sons) 2011. You have online access 
to the entire book via the Library  (https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/).  
 
I have attached a PDF in this week’s session (2D) with Clackson’s introduction to the book, 
which helpfully summarises the chapters, so you can dip in and out and choose what you 
are interested in!  
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