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 Storytelling is an important part of a child’s daily routine at home and in their educational setting. Storytelling is done in many different methods. For example, traditional storytelling with a physical book, as well as e-books and digital stories that are videos online with interactive imagery and sound effects. Each method helps the development of children in different ways, for example, physically, mentally, emotionally and socially. This idea is supported by Cremin, T, Flewitt, R, Mardell, b and Swann J (2017) who state that storytelling improves a child’s social and cognitive development. As well as this, the children will become aware of complex language from a younger age. This will help them as they grow through education by improving and expanding their language and speech development. In addition to this, Bruce, T, Mcnair, L, Whinnett, J (2020) says that storytelling helps to reinforce and strengthen relationships between the children and their practitioner. The children see their practitioner as a role model so will listen and take notice of what their practitioner is telling them. This includes through storytelling as stories often have hidden moral lessons within them. 
[bookmark: _Int_wgaDDeS3]Oracy is a large part of early literacy. Children are encouraged to use a range of words, sentences and vocabulary in their everyday life in order to expand their language development. Often, this is encouraged through storytelling. This point is strengthened by Guillen, T (2014) who say that children will listen and imitate the people around them before they can speak themselves. This often includes singing nursery rhymes and listening to stories. They also state that a child will pick up different sounds and words better when they are spoken to in a direct conversation in front of the child rather than online. This is said to be because the child is experiencing these sounds being used in a social and interactive way which helps to engage the child. However, a continuous stream of sounds from a television show is not as educationally engaging as it is not one of the child’s role models and can be too complex to understand the meanings of the videos. In contrast to this Mills, K, Unsworth, L, Scholes, L (2023) explains that digital literacy is important for this generation to use and be comfortable with as it is the way the world around them works. Digital videos for storytelling and nursery rhymes can be more relevant to a child’s learning in their early years as the videos will often include different sound effects and visuals which are engaging to young children. This especially links to children with additional learning needs who experience a language delay as they will be more likely to listen and engage with a video with bright colours and flashing lights that are often not possible to recreate in the classroom. However, Mills, K, Unsworth, L, Scholes, L (2023) does state that using the internet to introduce and encourage literacy runs its risks. For example, the creditability and reliability of the videos. As well as this, there is concern for the children who only spend time on a screen at home. These children that do not get read to traditionally at home will need to this face-to-face time at school otherwise they will likely become too dependent on their screentime and will not take full advantage of the benefits of traditional storytelling and nursery rhymes. The Communication Trust’s 2017 report mention that people who struggled with their oracy skills or vocabulary from the age of five are six times less likely to reach the expected English targets at age 11 compared to someone who experienced an environment that encouraged oracy from the age of five. In addition to this, they are ten times less likely to achieve the expected grades in math's. From this, it is clear that it is important for children to be listened to and responded to appropriately, use strategies to expand their speech development and given purposeful story times that are educational, clear and engaging in order to encourage the child to use the same language. (Buczko, L 2020). According to Montsaye Academy (2004) Skinners Behaviourist Theory links to the development of a child’s language development as Skinner states that a child will imitate adults, when this imitation is praised by the adult, the child will do it more frequently and with more words or phrases as they recognise it as the desirable behaviour. However, a limitation of Skinners Behaviourist Theory is that often is child is not able to repeat what the adult says. In addition to this, if a child who is unable to repeat what the adult says tries to make similar sounds, the adult does not recognise or realise that the child is trying to imitate them so does not give them positive praise. This can negatively affect the child’s confidence to try to imitate the vocabulary again.
[bookmark: _Int_wDwNb3R0]Reading is an essential part of a child’s early literacy development. Children often get read to from a baby, this can be in the form of a traditional story, a digital story or nursery rhymes. According to Montag, J, Jones, M and Smith, L (2015) explains that picture books have a significant benefit to a child’s language and speech development. This is because the caregiver who is reading the picture book to the child is encouraged to use natural language that they would use in their everyday life. Picture books contain and encourage more unique words and phrases whereas, traditional stories contain child-directed speech that is restricted to basic language that may not reach the complex language of a particular child’s potential. According to the Cleveland Clinic Organisation (2020) reading books to babies provides the ‘building blocks’ for language development and forms tools to develop their lifelong social, mental and emotional skills. Reading to a baby also forms essential one-to-one emotional bonds which benefit the child when entering education settings as they have developed confidence and social skills at a young age. As well as this, the child’s language development will be positively benefitted which in turn, impacts their ability to learn to read. In support of this, Literacy Trust Organisation (2020) states that using technology such as e-books can provide new learning opportunities for children and is important for a child to be able to utilise technology in an educational way as it is the way the world is developing around them. The next generation will likely highly depend on online resources in education and general every day life. Therefore, a child needs to be able to use it correctly. However, this source does state that technology should not be used in replacement of face-to-face adult interactions. This is because face-to-face physical learning with an adult is crucial to socially and emotionally develop the child. This links to the child's development when learning to read as they have formed a confident and independent work ethic which creates a capable and appropriately developed learner. Vygotsky's Enculturation Theory states that the role of social interaction is crucial to a child’s development. He states that their development is also based off cultural and social factors. Therefore, this includes social interactions with their caregivers. Vygotsky's theory also explains that a child’s cognitive development is a process created by children discovering and acquiring cultural beliefs, values and problem-solving strategies which creates able and knowledgeable members of society. Often, these values and beliefs are promoted by the child’s role model, often their caregiver (Mcloed, S 2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_6UXRdWhk]Children will begin to attempt to write from a young age. Although, this is not always recognised by adults as the child’s attempts to write can appear as scribbles. This is called mark making.  According to Birthto5matters Organisation (2021) mark making is an essential step to a child’s writing development. They state that children will make marks for many different reasons. This includes the child trying to express their thoughts and feelings, developing their creativity and imagination, or trying to imitate their caregiver when they are writing. According to ... there are stages to a child’s writing. Mark making comes first, next a child will begin to draw wavy ‘scribbles’ in order to imitate the cursive handwriting that they witness their care givers doing. Next, the child will form letter-like shapes and marks; this will develop as the child spends more time in education and they will begin to form letters correctly. Generally, the first word a child will learn to write is their name. Equally, children are now able practice writing digitally. However, GOV Department for Education (no date) critises that it is important for children to confidently learn how to write using a pen and paper in order to improve their fine motor skills and grasp. By learning to write online, the child will most likely be using their finger to form letters and words, therefore, lack the practice of gripping the pencil correctly, using their fine motor skills and the grasp of a pencil in general. They state that children should not become dependent on technology for their early years learning. Fonagy, P (2020) says that the first 5 years of a child’s life is the most crucial time for a child’s development. They will learn to read, write and will gain social and emotional skills that impact their daily life when transitioning into education. Therefore, it is important that children are taught in the most effective and engaging way in order for the most beneficial development in educational and personal areas. Writing can be put into practice through storytelling in the early years. This is done by the practitioner creating an engaging and interesting story. By doing this, the children will listen to the words and sounds used by their practitioner and will being to be able to link those sounds with the letters. This helps the child when it cpmes to their writing development as it is easier for them to be able memorise which sound links to which letter. Corbett, P (2008) supports this idea by saying that, due to the child’s desire to imitate the language used by their caregiver, it is important that the practitioner should use language and words that can be understood by the child and will support their writing development. It is also important for the adult to use a range of different tones and volumes of their voice so that the children can use these to link to different words. For example, if the practitioner is storytelling about a monster, they may use a deep voice. Compared to if an adult was storytelling a fair, they may use a high, fluttery tone of voice. The children will then begin to understand the difference between different characters. The more a child understands during storytelling, the more they will develop when reading and writing as they have more understanding and confidence in the sounds they are hearing and attempting to write.
To conclude, I can confirm that I have not used AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. Language and literacy can be taught to children in a plethora of ways. There are benefits to storytelling in the traditional form, such as face-to-face adult interactions which benefit the child’s social development, confidence and independence. Equally, storytelling in the form of digital literacy has its benefits and limitations. For example, technology is the way the world works around this generation, and it is important that the children can use it and utilise it generally and educationally. However, where technology is over-used it can negatively impact the child’s development. For example, the child does not hear natural language and tone of voice. They will also lack face-to-face learning with caregivers and peers, this may impact the child’s social development, linking to negatively impacting their confidence and independence. Overall, storytelling is only fully effective for the child when it is made interactive and engaging by the caregiver. The child should be involved and spoken to throughout so they can experience the role of answering questions and having natural and engaging adult conversations.
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