This essay is going to define what Special educational needs/ Additional learning needs is, what inclusivity entails. This essay will consider how effective current legislation and Government policy is in promoting Inclusive education in society today. It is going to reflect the laws and legislations around Special Educational Needs and the transformation to the new terminology Additional Educational Needs. It will mention the implementation of the new and old Laws and legislations, how the statements process has changed from statements to Individual Development Plans (IDP) it will explore criticism around inclusivity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 is an Act that came into force as of January 2018 to replace the existing Welsh legislation that was currently being used to support children with Special Educational Needs, learning disabilities or difficulties also called (LDD) (Welsh Government, 2018). Previously supported by The Education Act 1966, that supported School Action, School Action Plus and statements and was based on a model that was introduced more than 30 years ago. School Action and School Action Plus were developed for children and young people who were learning at different stages, perhaps developing slower than other students academically as recognised in the SEN code of practise that children can learn at different ways and may have SEN. All schools will adhere to a SEN policy and have a duty to update parents of their annual report and if their child requires alternative provisions. School Action is where a teacher would liaise with the schools SENCO where they will gather information regarding the child’s academic progress and inform the parents of any additional provisions necessary, School Action Plus is where the School has concerns that your child is not making the appropriate progress whilst in receipt of the support and there is still ongoing concerns and that School Action is not adequate the SENCO will ask your permission to seek further advice from external support services and agencies that can help to support the child’s learning needs.  By looking at the school census data on SEN, which was published in July 2015 and was before the change from the old SEN law to the current legislation in place today, Stats Wales showed that in the school year 2014/15, there were 104,957 pupils with SEN in maintained schools in Wales, equating to over one in five school children. Only a minority of them (12%) had a statement of SEN and the large majority (88%) were assisted through one of the first two tiers of intervention, School Action and School Action Plus (National Assembly for Wales). The new Additional Learning Needs framework is a greater statutory approach and forms as part of the Additional Learning Needs transformation plan. The new law replaces the stigmatised definition of Special Educational Needs to what is now recognised as the Additional Learning Needs. The term ‘ Special Educational Needs’ has been seen to stigmatise people labelled with Special Educational Needs as supported in the June 2015 extract 4.5.1 Additional Learning Needs, where it highlights many unsatisfactory concerns within the current SEN framework and why the system tends to fail people with SEN, it supports that the current terminology used such as ‘Special Educational Needs’ that stigmatises children and young people and is linked with a system that’s in need of essential restructure (National assembly for Wales, 2018). Shrifer (2013) argues that labelling theory partially attributes the poorer outcomes of a labelled person and that his study supports the predictions of the labelling theory and that Goffman (1963) states that Stigma is often linked to distinction or deviance and that Stigma is a form of discrimination that can be maintained via social constructs, Stigma increases negative effects and can jeopardising the individual’s status which can be a violation of human rights and good health. The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 also creates a legislative framework to support learners from 0-25 with Additional Learning Needs. The Welsh Government wants to bring together the legislation and statutory definitions for children under 16 that have SEN, together with the post 16 learners in further education who also have learning disabilities. The Act will offer an integrated process of Assessment planning such as an early intervention. its existing code of practise can be interpreted differently by Local Authorities and therefore it is not always applied thoroughly and there is a uncertainty as to who requires statements of SEN and who doesn’t. It will replace statements of SEN and the current Individual Educational Plan (IEP). An Individual Educational Programme outlines the curriculum suited in which a child that has a learning difficulty or disabilities would follow. It is a written demonstration that staff can follow to build on the strategies that are currently being used, by doing this it will enable schools and staff to ensure that the young children’s learning needs are met (Salend, 2001) An Individual Development Plan (IDP) has been implemented under the new additional learning needs and educational act and is aimed at achieving a less bureaucratic and time-consuming process for planning provision, which should be a simpler process to understand and less challenging because of the changes in the way in which the IDP is assessed to meet the Additional Learning Needs in Wales. Huw Lewis, Minister for education and Skills also supports the argument that the current system is no longer appropriate for children with SEN because the system proposes an inadequate assessment process. The process is not user friendly and does not evolve around the child and therefor it is not seen as child-centred. This is also highlighted with in a series of reviews and enquiries into Welsh SEN provisions by organisations such as Estyn and the National Assembly’s former Education, The Welsh Government details in the Explanatory Memorandum 2018 that “the system is complex, bewildering and adversarial and that the evidence points to an assessment process that is inefficient, bureaucratic and costly” ( Welsh Government, 2018 Section 3, 3.1, p.5) 
Additional Learning Needs falls generally into one of four broad areas: Cognition and learning, Communication and interaction, behaviour, emotional and social development, this can be Sensory and /or physical. The range of disabilities can be from mild to profound and include Disabilities such as Dyslexia (reading), Dyspraxia (writing), Dyscalculia (Maths) and ADHD (Department for Education,2015) The ALN Act has extended the provision to include children whose difficulties may not be permanent such as those experiencing a bereavement, those with families going through a divorce, maybe a parent is in prison, or those with English as a second language. (reference)
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) protects human rights of the child and young person with learning disabilities. Education is a human right that was enshrined in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (Article 26) and it states “Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.” This is also recognised in the new laws and legislations such as, The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 which works towards promoting integrated services and person-centred planning. Person centred planning requires services to be centred around the persons needs, focusing on what is important to the person and what support and care is required. Person centred planning was originally a service that was implemented in adults with learning disabilities and as Taylor, 2007 recognises that schools are increasingly using person-centred approach with in their transition and review planning process. People with disabilities tend to fall into the category of vulnerable often resulting in a violation of their rights which can be resultant in exclusion from society.  
Inclusive education is a developing process where students from diverse and different backgrounds can learn together to value diversity. Inclusion is when a person has a sense of belonging and most importantly a sense of security removing all aspects of exclusion in schools (Booth, 2002). Inclusive education enables development of social relationships and helps a child to interact and play. ALLFIE (2019) The Alliance for Inclusive Education, defines inclusion as Inclusive education, which is also known as inclusion, ALLFIE state’s that inclusion is an education that includes everyone. This can be both non-disabled and Disabled people and will consist of those who are also labelled with the terminology “special educational needs”. Inclusive education consists of everybody learning together in mainstream schools, colleges and universities. The 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was one of the first legally binding law to promote inclusive education as a right. According to (Westwood & Graham 2003) Inclusion provides opportunities for the development of appropriate attitudes towards people with a range of disabilities. Exposure to students with Learning Disabilities that allows the other students the ‘normal students’ to see that, just like themselves, students with disabilities have strengths and weakness, and good and bad days. Inclusion requires action from everyone, it requires schools to adapt their ways to meet the needs and values of children and young people in all areas of their school lifes. It requires an inclusive curriculum and measures to improve teaching and other staff’s awareness of inclusive learning and equality issues to meet those childs needs. A child who attends a special educational placement rather than mainstream school is likely to have limited opportunities later in life due to segregation and inclusivity. This is supported by Jenkinson (1997) who states that children with learning disabilities are traditionally educated in segregated classrooms because they are specifically designed to cater for the student’s incapacities and that children who are segregated are more likely to result in lower academic achievement. However, the inclusive education model tends to challenge the special education model, because of the beliefs that there are differences in academic or social achievement when comparing students with and without disabilities. It is believed that students who have a disability are too difficult to be accommodated in regular educational classroom and is therefore seen that special settings are more effective, and that labelling is necessary for the child to pursue the correct and appropriate service available to them.
It is implemented under the new legislation of the Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act that a child with additional nearning needs and is educated in a mainstream school should engage with other activities within the school and are expected to carry these activities with the other children or young people that do not go by the terminology of a child with Additional learning needs or disability.
Although some teachers also view the fact that they are all for inclusivity and having children and young people with Additional Learning Needs being taught in a mainstream setting, the children can in fact be deprived of their expert provision and care. They are also concerned that other student who do not have any additional needs may also be deprived of a decent education.  In reflection to this there is the argument that although there are current Government policies and legislations to promote inclusion in education there is still the argument as stated in an article by The Secret Teacher 
in striving for inclusive education, we had unwittingly turned a blind eye to the elephant in the room, if inclusion requires a child to be excluded from the same experiences and boundaries as everyone else just to remain in mainstream provisions then it is not seen as inclusion. I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve been told to put the child first, but why only the child with SEN? 
Advocates of inclusion argue that the rights and benefits to learners with disabilities who are included in regular classroom setting tends to outweigh the challenges that teachers face when teaching students that have learning disabilities or difficulties. With the support of properly trained resource teachers, regular classroom teachers should be able to work effectively with all types of students.  (Schumm & Vaughn, 1995) are critiques of inclusion and tend to portray that general teachers are inadequate and should not teach students that have learning disabilities because they do not generally in most cases pose the correct qualifications or training to teach a child with learning disabilities in a normal educational classroom setting. Inclusion is Vital because it ensures equality and non-discrimination of children and young people with a disability allowing them to receive a free education with in a public educational setting.
The ALN reform is part of a new prospectus for Wales and part of the initial training for teachers. The Welsh Government aims to phase out the existing law completely by 2023 and is currently working alongside Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council’s Inclusion Officers under guidance to support schools and other professional services to help prepare and implement the new legislation and changes the new law will bring (Neath Port Talbot Council, no date). For children and young people to be able to fully engage by expressing their rights to appeal under the Act, or to engage in disagreement or dispute resolution procedures, the Act (section 69) places a duty on local authorities to provide a young person or child with access to an independent advocacy service. An Independent advocacy service provides assistance and information to a child or young person who wishes to make an appeal to the Education Tribunal for Wales this can help achieve increased participation which is one of the main aims (Legislation.Gov.uk, 2018)The new law, The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 hopes to achieve a fairer and clearer system by also having a greater prominence where or when families are in disagreement or dispute. The Act is a system for providing information and advice and enables the resolution for any concerns or appeals regarding the Individual Development Plan process Dauncey (2017). Appeals could happen for many reasons this could be because the family disagree with the content of an IDP, the person, family or Local Authority refusing to initially put an IDP into place, no longer wanting to continue with an IDP or failure to meet the provisions of an IDP already in place. 
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