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Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	Read even more relevant and peer reviewed books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.   


	I have searched for more relevant books and journals within my work. 

	
Continue to develop a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.

	I have tried to critically review as i go through the assignment. 














Choose an intervention that supports the learning and development of a pupil / group of pupils. Reflect critically on its potential and the possible challenges that may arise.     2750 words - 2481

For the purpose of this assignment, I will be discussing intervention in primary schools and how an intervention will be useful and beneficial to a pupil that I have taught on PTE. I will also be critically evaluating this intervention and discussing what its strengths and challenges are.
In 2018 the government produced the new Additional Learning need Law, which states that children aren’t allowed to be excluded and should be supported in whichever way needed, which can included interventions, 1-1 teaching aids, or just extra aid in the classroom. The law suggests that all of these supports with stop the pupils from being excluded from mainstream schools. 
Due to BERA (2024), I will not be identifying the pupil’s name that I will be discussing today instead, she will be known as Jackie. Also, due to BERA (2024), I will be using a fake name for the school, and therefore, for the purpose of the assignment, the school that Jackie attends is Holiday Primary School. 
Jackie is a 9-year-old girl in a busy year 4 class. She attends the Welsh medium primary, Holiday Primary School. After looking at Jackie’s one-page profil [Figure 1] we can notice that she has a few developmental delays, because of this Jackie has been placed in the lower group in her class. Her school doesn’t group children on desk however all staff are aware of what group the pupils are in. Naturally due to Jackie being placed in the lower group she gets extra support for example; task being differentiated enough for them and in maths they might get 100 squares. However, even with these in place to support Jackie her literacy is still behind.  
The curriculum for Wales (2022) no longer expects children to be at a certain level by a certain age; however, if we were to consider that year 4 pupils should be at about progression 3 in all areas, then Jackie would be behind in her development as we can see from her one page profile [Figure 1] .  However, like all children, she does have her strengths, and from the 7 weeks that I have known her and from discussing with her class teacher, I would say some of her strengths are music and physical education. Jackie seems to enjoy lessons where she is able to play instruments or move around. 
According to Curriculum for Wales (2022), within the area of learning and experiencing language, literacy and communication, year 4 pupils should be able to compare different things that they read, understand grammar and punctuation can affect meaning through reading, however through my observations of Jackie in the last 7 weeks on PTE Jackie struggles to read and therefore wouldn’t be able to do this. Jackie is only now beginning to understand that words in sentences are separated by spaces which is a development in progression 1, meaning that Jackie would be behind in her development if we considered that all children develop at the same time and pace. 
Due to Jackie appearing behind in her literacy, language and communication development, I would like to implement a language intervention. This intervention would offer Jackie language, literacy and communication support. The main skills that Jackie would work on in this intervention, to begin with, are her reading and writing in Welsh and English as i mentioned earlier Jackie attends a Welsh medium primary school however her main language at home is English and as she is in year 4 she is learning English in school also. However, Jackie is currently struggling to read in both languages but as she uses Welsh the most I would start with her Welsh reading and eventually move to English reading after a few sessions. 
According to UNESCO (2025) Literacy is a continuum development of reading, writing, understand and communicate using written letters. Along with this the Cambridge Dictionary (2019) states that Literacy is the ability to read and write. Paterson, Mielonen & Fisher (2009) suggest that language and literacy skills beginning developing from the first day in a child’s life. For Jackie her literacy is being assessed in both Welsh and English, as she attends a Welsh medium school as I mentioned earlier and as she is now in year 4, she is learning and writing in English. Wasser (2021) suggest that for one to learn a language they would need to be immersed in it, which when children are in school they are, the only language that Jackie hears in school is Welsh unless she in an English lesson. 
Falzon (2020) suggest that the definition of Dyslexia is the developmental and struggle of literacy skills specifically reading and writing.  And after reading Reid (2005) book ‘Dyslexia and Inclusion’ where he identifies some characteristics of Dyslexia there is a possibility that Jackie may have Dyslexia or another processing disorder, Jackie’s school and Special needs coordinator had a similar submission. A diagnosis of Dyslexia could give Jackie more support however as Reid (2005) mentions in his book, a diagnosis could be a disadvantage as she may get forgotten about instead of being given extra support. 
Vygotsky produced the theory that learning takes place at different levels, and his theory was named constructive which gives the idea that learning happens through interactions, group work and working with and alongside others. (Akpan et.al. 2020) This theory is like the idea that the University of Greater Manchester (2021) produces, that learning to speak occurs through listening and communicating with others particularly when others speak to you. This theory is crucial for Welsh medium schools as most children come into the setting without being able to speak any Welsh at all (Estyn ,2022). The school that Jackie attends read a book or novel, they read as a classroom, however for the year 4 class that Jackie is in the teacher would read and the pupils would follow. However, Jackie wouldn’t follow along as she is clearly aware that reading isn’t her strength. 
[bookmark: _Int_XKOTtNx8] The department for Education (n.d) suggest that for children to successfully learn how to write they must develop their hand control and fine motor skills first.  Similar to this Bruner produced the Learning Theory that learning is a process where they learn new knowledge off their original knowledge (Johnson, 1966). Bruner theory suggest that children would need to have good control over their hands to be able to write correctly, 
 Ehri (2023) suggest that for children to learn to read they must develop their ability to write and speak first. Jubran (2016) suggest that one reason behind people having poor reading skills is because teachers expect them to understand the words their reading, instead of just reading them.  Uta Frith theory in reading suggest that there are three different stages to learning to read. She named her three stages, logographic, alphabetic and orthographic. Friths theory is that you would move across the stages as you get older and have more life experiences. She suggests that in the first stage, logographic, the learner recognise letter not by the letter but by the shape, for example the letter l is a straight line, and a capital ‘L’ is a straight line with another line. The second stage of Friths theory is the idea that learners then begin to recognise letter-sound relationships, and lastly the third stage of the theory is orthographic where learners recognise words and combined letters (Schull et al. 2021). 

The intervention mentioned earlier is an intervention that offers support within literacy, specifically reading and writing skills and they will practice their communication skills as they communicate within the intervention. Pressley (2010) suggest that most literacy interventions are quite extreme and are usually on a short time bases. 
 Children are assessed on their reading skills ever year this is something that will impact if they need the intervention, along with this is their books. Teacher will mark students books quiet often, and from my experience on placement school, Jackies book would have been marked as she was doing her work. Once they are in the intervention, they will be assessed continually to navigate her development and to understand what else she may need support with. 
 As mentioned, Jackie’s development is delayed in all areas of learning and experience however her literacy, language and communication skills are the weakest and where she needs to most support this is something that i have noticed while marking her books and writing. We have done two writing tasks with Jackie class during my placement time, one of them being in Welsh and the other English and Jackie seems to be falling behind in both languages.  Along with this Ogg et. Al (2012) suggest that the earlier the intervention is put in place the better success rate, however for Jackie she was having so many other intervention being put in place earlier there was very little time to consider her literacy development and therefore it is crucial for her to have her literacy intervention now before it is too late. 
Although, reading interventions are more common and more direct to one developmental skill for the area of learning and experience literacy, language and communication, the school that Jackie attends tend to offer a wider intervention to target more than one skill at a time.  
Due to Jackie already being taken out of the lessons for other interventions I would like to implement this intervention within the classroom as Voyage Sopris Learning (2022) states that pulling students out of mainstream classroom lessons to have interventions no matter the benefit as it can affect their social relationships with their peers, and that a push-in interventions would be more effective as can be run by the class teacher and allows the students to stay with their peers. 
For this intervention, i would recommend that a teaching assistant would be responsible for this. Skipp and Hopwood from The Department of Education (2019) also suggest that Teaching Assistant should be responsible for the running of pull- out or withdrawn interventions. However as mentioned before if we were to implement as a push-in intervention the class teacher could run the intervention (Voyage Sopris Learning, 2022). I would want to implement this intervention within the lesson for Jackie as she has low self- esteem already and comes across from my observation that she already is aware of her weaknesses and that she is aware that others knows that her development is delayed. According to Rich (2010) it wouldn’t make a difference whether Jackie got pulled out for her intervention or weather the intervention was implemented into her regular learning, as from his research the reading increased equally to the student taken out as the students whose intervention was done within the lesson, and therefore for Jackie the benefit of having her intervention within the learning would be for her mental health and social relationships. 
NASUWT (2018) suggest that some interventions can be beneficial if understood however within recent years the interventions aren’t as beneficial and effective as its extra work on the teachers running it. Along with this Graham (2006) suggest that another weakness to interventions in general is if they are a new intervention it takes too much time to train the teachers to run the intervention. 
As mentioned previously I choose this intervention as it would be most suitable for Jackie, but not only this but Jackie already receives many different interventions including mathematical interventions and emotional interventions and therefore her literacy skills were falling behind. As I also mentioned previously Jackie’s development is delayed in most areas but particularly her literacy development, this being one main reasons behind deciding to implement this intervention for Jackie.  
Due to Jackie being pulled out of class for many interventions already I would like to see that these interventions would be implemented within her lessons however I am aware from my time on Placement that schools are a busy environment and there is little time to run interventions in the first place. I have also observed that it is the Level 4 Teaching assistants that usually take responsibly for running interventions, and that level 4 teaching assistants are not always available. 
Along with Teaching Assistants not being available there’s also the possibility that multiple students across the schools need interventions and being taken out of their lessons and there for there isn’t always time for the intervention to be run correctly. It also means that sometime in some situations children get taken out of the same lessons each week that doesn’t benefit them.  Along with the intervention being implemented within the lesson hours to avoid Jackie being pulled out further, I would also like to implement parts of the intervention at home where her parents can get involved as Goodall et.al (2011) suggests that parent involvement encourages children to learn. 
Dawson (2014) states that pull-out interventions are not only distracting to other students but also a drawback for those taking part in the intervention as they’re missing crucial time in the classroom. However, Estyn (2017) suggest that structured interventions ran by a qualified and trained teacher is very effective even if the pupils are being taken out of the classroom as it run by a teacher trained in that intervention. Although from my own experience in school, being pulled out of the classroom for an intervention does affect you emotionally as you become more aware of your weakness and so does everyone else in your class. 
Moving forward I would like to ensure that as many interventions as possible are run within the classroom to aid pupils' progression in all areas of learning and experience as Conroy et.al (2008) suggest that a whole class intervention with have a postive effect on everyone not just Jackie. I would also like to look at Jackie progression in her interventions to see if this intervention was beneficial not only that but i would also wish to have a discussion with Jackie and understand how she feels about her intervention. 
Alongside this as I mentioned previously, I would like to see Jackies parents get involved within Jackies interventions and maybe every other week a parent or guardian of Jackie joins in on the intervention fun during school hours. It would be crucial to involve Jackies parents as from my observations she has a very close relationship with both parents but particularly mum, and maybe if we encouraged mum to join in Jackie would be more willing and enjoy spending the time outside of the classroom if it is a problem running the intervention within the classroom.  Also as mentioned previously Goodall et.al (2011) suggest that parental involvement encourages pupils to want to learn. 
I have also observed that Jackie doesn’t always submit homework, not that there is always homework given out however when it is Jackie doesn’t return it.  This could be because Jackie’s parents are also struggling with similar developments delays as Jackie. 
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