Introduction: 

On this report we will analyse the different links between serious and organised crime including public protection issues. Why is it growing, why the public are not aware about SOC and why the government are struggling to get on top with the situation. This report will also look at MAPPA, what roles includes by using MAPPA and impacts. Consider the use of community intelligence in managing offenders and evaluate the effectiveness of current public protection practices in investigating public protection incidents and the effect of media coverage on public protection policing strategy.


Serious and Organised Crime.

While researching about SOC, in my opinion shows that we as a country and as an organisation are struggling to control how fast the serious and organised crime groups grows. It is only recently in the past 5 years we have really started to focus on the subject. So why now? It is shown in studies that the U.K alone currently have got between 4500 to 5000 different organised crime groups. Crimes involved are Child Sexual Exploitation and abuse, Organised Immigration Crime, Modern Slavery and
Human Trafficking, Cyber Crime, Fraud, Money laundering, Bribery, drugs and more. 

Studies in 2018 from Crime Stoppers, HM Government and NCA (National Crime Agency) shows that SOC alone cost Unite Kingdom annually £37 billion and increasing, back in 2013 it was £27bn. This means in less than 8 years there was a £10bn increase. So why are we struggling? In my opinion first and former it’s due to lack of funding. In 2020 Public Finance made an article regarding this exact issue, it was quoted by Mr. Mohammed Rahman who is a lecturer in criminology at NTU (Nottingham Trent University) “A £48m budget is not going to eradicate a £37bn problem” This is showing that out of the £1.8bn police founding SOC is only getting 4% while Counter Terrorism get up to £160m. (Brady, 2018)

I believe that the reason terrorism gets more attention and funding is due to it is an instantaneity event, it gets media attention immediately. This also means the pubic are more involved both in the attack and media. The police and government are then forced to show that we are doing everything to make sure that the public can feel safe, meaning funding that department quickly. While SOC is completely opposite. It is a very long and slow process with barley any media attention. We have all seen it on the news, but not as one big event. It might have been reported as a particular event i.e., fraud, murder, drugs, firearms, corruption etc. (Crimestoppers, Unkown) SOC exploits on vulnerable people, people if they get caught will not help the police out of fear or loyalty. It also means that an investigation will take much longer, could be years. Even if that was the case it does not necessarily mean that we will get an arrest, sure we could disband the organisation but does not prevent them doing it again. 

I do think that SOC for the member of public is very hidden and not known of. As there is no big cover in the media and due to the police not showing the same amount of information as in any other regular crime. Only recently there has been a focus on the subject. We need help from public members to allow the police and government to prevent these different crimes, without that support we cannot move forward. This is where Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements or MAPPA for short can be useful. (Goverment, 2013) (NSA, 2018) (Europol, unkown) (Policing, 2021)




Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements

MAPPA involves working with multiple agencies that shares information on a very broad subject such as registered sex offenders, violent offenders that were sentenced for over 12 months. This would involve anyone who has committed a crime or offenders who pose risk of serious harm.  By doing this is allows them and the police to work together by sharing information on one system called VISOR. This system will allow anyone involved with MAPPA to gain access of a person who is registered and find all their vital details.  There will be restrictions applied to their parole. By doing that it will prevent them from committing further crimes and leaving the country. If they breach any of the conditions they could potentially return to jail. 

With MAPPA it is also important that the media get involved if the person is a sexual offender and a violent offender. It has been shown before without the correct information provided people have taken “the law” into their own hands and dealt with the situation themselves. Which has led to people getting injured, property getting destroyed or even death of the offender or an innocent party. That is why it is important to be informative and to release the correct information to prevent public uproar and not the incorrect information, also to work with not only local police but also other agency’s that can assist in the matter. (Policing, 2020) (Police, 2017)

Conclusion:

Research shows that SOC is a very big, costly and long processed crime organisation. I believe after reading various articles and other informative websites, that the public knows very little about what it is and what it means. This must change. Local police are struggling due to lack of funding and resources. The public can help us but if they do not know about the problem, they do not know what to report. Seeing how SOC is involved in everything we need and increases by the year we need to put more focus on it then just local policing. I also think, if we do not start prioritizing the problem United Kingdom will lose full control and it will be even harder to catch the people/gangs who are involved. Before this research I never knew how big the problem was, it is shocking to see that at this moment the police and other agencies are currently losing this battle. 
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