Mark A. Pierce
Assignment 3
12/03/23
Exercise on Dating Historical Documents
a. Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

According to the National Catholic Register, the assumption of Mary is on the 15th of August.  So the exact day would be the Thursday after that.  According to the official website of the Royal Family, Henry II was coronated in the year 1377.  That would make the year 1385. According to dayoftheweek.org, August 15th was on a Friday, so the next Thursday would be the 21st.  So, the exact date was the 21st of August 1385.  Then to convert to Gregorian you use the formula (Gregorian Date = Julian Date + 10 to get August 21, 1385)
b. Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

The National Catholic Register says that the day of St. Mary Magdalene is on July 22nd. I discovered through a primary search that there were two Bishops of St. Asaph with that name. Considering that they mention Bishop Abraham, I believe it was most likely the first Anian, not the second. According to the list provided by british-history.ac.uk, which got their information from Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1066-1300: Volume 9, he was made bishop in 1249. So the n date being referred to is the 22nd of July, 1249. Using the same formula listed above, that would make the day August 1, 1249.

c. Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
This one is different because Ash Wednesday changes every year.  According to the Royal Family, Edward began his reign in 1272.  That would make the year 1276.  Using a Russian Orthodox Julian Calendar website, we can find that the date is April 5th , 1276, and in a modern calendar that would be April 15, 1272.

d. Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock. 

This source is especially interesting.  Richard Basset died on the infamous wreck of the white ship, and this is an example of King Henry’s coronation charter which states, “…if, when my baron or another man has died, his daughter shall have remained as heir, I shall give her and her land by the counsel of my barons.”  This would put the date after January 1121.  Additionally, this would have to take place before the king left for Normandy in June 1123 because this is the last time David would be referred to as an Earl, for he would become the King of Scotland.  Therefore, the date that it is supposed to be written had to be between January 1121 and June 1123.   
However, this document seems to be a forgery.  Although we have no primary manuscript for this document, it is far too convenient for Basset Family.  The document is too detailed for a hypothetical situation, and it is unprecedented for the time period.  The focus on the custody of lands and the marriage of one of Geoffrey Ridel's daughters, rather than the marriage of the heir, is unusual to say the least. It also does not add up when taking Henry II’s current situation after the death of his two sons.  It was most likely written to secure the Basset Family’s control Ridel land.  This raises the question: “When was the document actually written?”  It was most likely written after the death of Robert Ridel, so as to strengthen his daughter, the aforementioned Matilda’s, claims.  It was most likely written around the mid-12th century.
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