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Gilly Productions “Present Past” Pitch Presentation on Jersusalem by Jez Butterworth and my role within the presentation, and its evaluation
At the start of this assessment and until its end I worked well as part of a group which is reflected through my want and acceptance of feedback from others which for example is shown by me engaging with the other designers in my group about my designs for our script Jerusalem by Jez Butterworth which follows the character Johnny “Rooster” Byron.  I have also utilised my skills effectively as when we assigned roles I wanted to do set design as I have experience surrounding Procreate and Sketchup that I later worked well in my final pitch.

 I quickly made the mistake of not managing my time properly, and not completing work before the start of this project. meaning  I was not able to read the script as quickly as other members of my group causing me to be unprepared for our first meeting and without  design ideas, but this is something that in the future I would like to improve. I did still positively contribute in group discussions which meant that my poor time management did not have a great negative effect on my work, and in this meeting we discussed multiple aspects of our theatre company’s play including that we wanted to focus on its mystical aspects, to further enhance the audiences experience which I felt could be done by immersing the audience within the performance, in the forest with the characters rather than viewing them through the fourth wall  as it can  often put distance between the performance and the audience this is something I had positive feedback from my group for while designing showing it worked well.

We didn’t meet for two days and I initially decided that I wanted to have a thrust stage within a black box theatre, this decision was based off the idea of it being immersive for the audience but I later reversed this after realising I wanted a realistic pitch and instead looked at the Royal Court London’s physical space’s via the hire section of its website  (Royal Court Theatre, 2025b). Which shows spaces that are available for hire including the Jerwood Theatre Downstairs which is their main theatre space hosting a proscenium arch and seating for up to 400 hundred people then there’s their Jerwood theatre  upstairs a flexible black box studio that I initially looked into using as our stage but felt it would be too cramped and restrict the actors movements as there are no wings limiting the performers, however the downstairs Jerwood theatres proscenium arch stage  I realised would work for the performance as for example it gives the actors the ability to move around which is something that I made note of when reading the script as it includes lines such as “Enter GINGER, from behind the trailer” showing how the space is necessary, My next step were to create a digital Proscenium arch stage so that I could create my design I then inserted into this space a 3D model of a mobile home that I edited by using Sketchup’s tools to extend the porch, which worked well to make it accurate to the script which at times mentions it having a variety of different items present at different times and so I wanted my design to reflect this. Next as this caravan has become a permanent fixture I added onto my model rusted supports in each corner and chicken wire under the porch to show that there is a chicken coop present as mentioned in the script.
At this point we met as a group once again and further discussed how our pitches presentation was laid out so that we could have the best impact on our audience of representatives of the Royal Court Theatre, this included disclosing information about our play aswell as our roles before moving on to our individual parts so that the audience understood what had inspired our designs after this I continued working on my design by adding trees on to the set to represent the forest these were clustered upstage and thinned out as you move downstage with the final two being at downstage right and downstage left, they thin out not only to allow the audience to clearly see the performers but also so the performers can easily access the wings located at centre stage right and centre stage left they are then located along the theatres walls that extend from the stage creating the feel among the audience that they are present within the forest therefore reducing the feel of the fourth wall during this play.

Once I had created my 3D design the next aspect of my design I wanted to convey in my pitch was the stage curtain which is described as being the “Faded Cross of St George” and so I used procreate to first create the red cross I then overlayed this layer over a photo of a curtain and reduced its opacity to give the appearance that the paint had faded and finally I used the gouache Night Heron brush available on Procreate to expand the edges of the red cross making them look worn while still being faded which works well to give the appearance that this flag has been left outside for some time. The second aspect of my design that I wanted to convey out side of the 3d model is how the ground would be represented for this I choose rubber chipping’s after seeing a university production of the play Blood Moon in which the production team had used brown rubber chipping’s to convey the idea of dirt to the audience furthermore I would use different colours such as green and silver as these could aid in conveying grass and stone and finally as Roosters caravan has become a permeant fixture and it is mentioned within the play that its existence is seen as an eye sore by the local community I showed how it over time would have been covered with algae and lichen as it most likely hasn’t been properly looked after. 

Before our pitch we held a practice run, this was a success and actually showed that we were under the time limit and could each take more time to pitch our ideas which meant that I made some small adjustments to my slides that drew further focus to the design of the caravan which alongside the other slides worked well during the final pitch where I talked through my ideas in what I feel was a confident voice aware of what I wanted and that reflected that these designs were my own

In conclusion I feel that I worked well during this project in a number of areas Including working as a team, speaking confidently during my pitch  and using 3D design but a major mistake of mine was my time management and that if given more time I may have made better design choices then what I chose with limited time. 
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