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Erick is ten years old and he is the only child in His family and lived with his father. He is considered by his friends to be the silent type as He often did not talk while he school around the playgrounds and always walked alone. Many people judged him by how he looked and how he behaved. One day Erick came to school with a bruise on his arm and he was sobbing one of the teachers noticed him. Teacher Jessica approached him and inquired about what was wrong. Erick opened up that he had been mishandled by His dad back at home and fell down and hit his hand. This made the teacher Jessica curious and took Erick to the nurse. This continued for the next few days when Erick was always coming to school with some bruises or missing to attend school. Teacher Jessica decided to call the child services Helpline and reported her concern and they responded by coming to investigate the matter and the father was found to be an alcoholic and always brought on His frustrations to Erick. The father was declared not fit to raise Erick in such an environment and in his situation therefore, the case was decided that Erick will be taken under guardianship with teacher Jessica who already had two kids and the father was given visiting privileges and given a chance to clean up his act.
Erick was considered to be in a position of vulnerability given that looking at the definition of vulnerable children and families it is defined to be children that are not likely to gain and maintain or have an opportunity of gaining and maintaining a good standard of health and are within a familial living situation that is considered problematic with a particular need for socially responsible, professional offered support. And drawing from this it is evident in the case of Erick and the father that He is vulnerable to falling into physical and emotional harm from his father which the father describes the familial problematics situation where the father is an alcoholic and abusive (Akhtar, 2012). Therefore, this places the child in a position of vulnerability. It is clear from the case study that there are specific issues in the case that might not be seen in the average family given that in school no other child has been coming to school with bruises and always isolated themselves and was always afraid of social interaction and looked emotionally disturbed. Thus, revealing signs of a troubled child which was not evident in other children in the school and their families.  
[bookmark: _Toc57808535]Case Study 
[bookmark: _Toc57808536]Theoretical Perspective 
Child abuse is considered one of the major gruesome crimes towards the most vulnerable in society. There are various forms of abuse like neglect, physical, emotional and sexual. Also, issues of domestic violence is considered abuse due to the adverse impact on the development of the child. This is evident in our case study as Erick was showing signs of a vulnerable and abused child as he always isolated himself and did not socialize with others that much which was evidence of emotional instability and fear which show that his experience with his father was emotionally draining him as a child and causing him to draw back and also his bruises evidenced that he was being mishandled (Bartley, 2016).  He was experiencing emotional and physical abuse. 
[bookmark: _Toc57808537]Policy Perspective 
Safeguarding and protection of children have always been an essential focus of the national government for a while now. The children Act of 1989 defined safeguarding of children to be the actions taken by organizations who are working with children, to do all they can to ensure that the potential of harm and abuse to the child is reduced and that needed action be done to be able to handle the concerns whilst abiding with available procedures and policies. Further, child protection is considered as a duty to safeguard children who are vulnerable meaning those who are likely to go through or enduring these risks (Radford et al., 2013). Policy and legislation like the Children Act 2004 declared it is the duty of all associated organizations to make sure that all measures are in place to be able to protect vulnerable persons against abuse and or allegations of abuse. The legislation has its focus on the roles which the organizations working with children with particular duty to safeguard and endorse their wellbeing needs to abide to the clarification that abuse can be committed by anyone anywhere for example in our case it's a family member at home. Historically, legislation and policy on protection of children is proved to be unbecoming, the Local Authority Social Service Act 1970 replaced other legislations but later the Children Act 1989/2004 recognized that children were actually deserving and have a right to be protected from harm. Section seventeen defined a child who is in need as a child that is not protected from risk of abuse, Section forty-seven Children at risk are those who are victims of abuse and or in danger thereof and offered the local authorities’ power to offer support to families under the remit of social and health care.  Section 31 offered the midwives a duty to refer children who are concerned to be victims of harm or abuse to be added in the National Registry which alerts other care professionals which child needed some considerations and needed vigilance of further developments. 
[bookmark: _Toc57808538]Professional Perspective
Professionally it is understood that children possess the right to be safe. Though unfortunate that children can be referred to be at risk of harm there was a need to ensure that they remain safe and protected against anything and anyone who might try to harm them. Professionals in the sense of the case might include organizations, caseworkers, and also parents and guardians who understand that children need to be protected. At this impressionable age, children can fall victim to various issues in their development once exposed to any form of abuse or environment (Featherstone et al., 2019). It the professional approach to make sure that in their roles that they ensure that they offer reliable and safe space for the children to be children and grow. Parents need to offer love, care, and protection to their children, social workers need to make sure that they are safe and understand provisions available to help them in their vulnerable situations.
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There various determinants and risk factors that might lead to an increase in an individual's risk of being abusive or abuse and looking at our case study it is evident that there are risk factors that might have led to the emotional and physical abuse of Erick by the father. One of the mako risk factors includes physical or mental illness like depression and post-traumatic disorder. This is evident in our case as the father was showing signs of a depressive state where he often abused drugs and was an alcoholic (May-Chahal and Cawson, 2005). Being a single father to a boy at such a young age can present its challenges and may be facing various risk factors like poor understanding of child development and parenting skills, financial strain, and unemployment. This indicated a high level of vulnerability for the child as the environment he was accustomed to was not suitable and could potentially limit his development. 
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In case of an incident or reported case on harm to a child as it is in our case, there is the due process that is followed in accordance with the available legislations and policy on child abuse. The process of intervention includes a case is reported through the child helplines or the police and any other organization that has some kind of authority on children matters needs to share their concerns of a case of abused or neglected therefore, the reported case will be investigated where the Local authority which is given authority to follow up on any issues and concern on abuse and also play a part in managing the family where abuse is suspected will send Police officers under the accompaniment of a child services social worker to assess the situation and see if the child is vulnerable or a victim of abuse and neglect (May-Chahal and Cawson, 2005).  This case will be reported to the Local Safeguarding Children Board and the National Society for the prevention of Cruelty to Children as procedure and the case will be taken to family court and the fate of the case is decided to depend on the facts and evidence given in the court with the child’s best interest as the focus. All this is supported and provided under the set policies and legislation like the Care Act 2014 and the Children Act 2004 that set a legal framework on how the local authorities are to safeguard children who are at risk of abuse and neglect. 
It is when the suspected case of child abuse and neglect was reported by the teacher to the child services when the child became the subject of assessment by the health and social care agencies. The child services, local authority, children protection boards, and the police too action by investigating the child abuse claim and following due process in safeguarding the child from abuse. 
With the current policy and legislation, various groups and organizations were established and given a mandate over the safety and protection of vulnerable children who are at the risk of harm (Bradshaw, 1972). The Care Act and Children Act 2004 among the current policy and legislation presented provision and legal framework that have laws that protect the vulnerable children from any harm and neglect and the multi-disciplinary services were given authority and a role to investigate claims on child abuse and deliberate the cases focusing on the child’s best interest as the ultimate focus. Their actions as evident in the case study impact the child positively as it takes the child away from the toxic environment and away from any form of abuse and neglect and places them in an environment where they can be children and develop. 
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Looking at how the relevant agencies present in the case study responded it is clear to understand how serious the issues of child abuse is taken. The response was quick and due process was followed to show the level of administration in the issues of safeguarding children (O'Donnell et al., 2008).  The agencies involved had their focus centered towards the child’s best interest as it should be and as required by the policies and legislations available. Looking at the case and all factors around the case and how the case was handled it is recommended that the provision as stipulated by the legislation and policy be made public knowledge through training and education programs to make the general society understand issues around child abuse and the potential determinates and risk factors and how best to protect themselves from falling victim to abuse or becoming an abuser. Also, strict consequences are provided against any person found guilty of abuse this will sensitize the society against child abuse understanding that there are strict consequences that will be enforced on them if found guilty.
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In conclusion, from the case study, Erick was a vulnerable child from a vulnerable family and a victim of child abuse.  The paper outlined that Child abuse is considered one of the major gruesome crimes towards the most vulnerable in society. There are various forms of abuse like sexual, emotional, neglect and physical. Also, domestic violence can also be considered child abuse because of the adverse impact on the development of the child emotionally and socially. Provision on legislation and policy established authorities and organizations mandated to safeguard children's wellbeing as seen from the case study. If recommended solutions are put in place the issue and provenance of child abuse would continually reduce.  
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