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AIMS 
 

• To introduce students to the principles of empirical psychological research, including 

qualitative and quantitative research methods, the principles of data collection, and 

appropriate analysis and reporting of research findings.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 
 

• demonstrate an awareness of the principles of empirical research in psychology when 

utilising qualitative and quantitative research methods, including the requirements of 

empirical report writing; 

• demonstrate an awareness of qualitative and quantitative data collection methods and 

analysis; 

• identify and apply the principles of the BPS Code of Human Research Ethics to 

qualitative and quantitative research studies; 

• take responsibility for their own learning and skill development, including effective 

personal planning, self-reflection and project management skills. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 
The purpose of this module is to introduce students to the basic principles of empirical 
research, data collection and analysis techniques appropriate to studying psychology at Level 
four and will prepare students for the BPS GBC core delivery of research methods at Levels 
five and six. 

• The concept of empirical research and hypothesis testing 

• Introduction to qualitative and quantitative designs 

• Applied research 

• BPS Codes of ethics (Code of Human Research Ethics, Code of Ethics and Conduct, 

Ethical Guidelines for Internet-Mediated Research) 

• Empirical report writing 

• Construction of research questions and hypotheses 

• Different types of variables and sampling methods 

• Measures of central tendency 

• Normal distribution 

• Probability testing 

• Association designs, between- and within-subjects designs, and associated analyses  

• Question construction for interviews and focus groups 

• Interviewing techniques 

• Practice of qualitative analysis 

 



Study Time Allocation 

The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 30 15% 

Independent learning 170 85% 

Placement learning - - 

TOTAL 200 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT  
 
Assessment Component 1 
 

☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Research report  1,500 words 50% 

 
Assessment Component 2 
 

☒ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Open Book Exam One hour  40% 

 
Assessment Component 3 
 

☐ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☒ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Research engagement  24 Experiment Management System 
Credits 

10% 

 

Assessment Summary 
 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam 40% 

Coursework 50% 

Practical 10% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
This module is a core requirement for Graduate Basis for Chartership (GBC) accreditation with 
the British Psychological Society (BPS) as set out in documentation to the BPS (2019). 
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