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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 
‘Everyone who comes into contact with children and families have a role to play in safeguarding’ (Gov.Uk, 2018) with all social workers having a key role to investigate any abuse or neglect children experience, even if they do not work within the Children’s Services. 
Similarly to adults, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) constructs the legal roles, responsibilities and principles of safeguarding practice with children. A ‘child at risk’ is defined under the SSWBA 2014 as –
‘A child under eighteen who –
1. Is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; 
2. Has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs’. 
Types of harm, abuse or neglect include physical, sexual, emotional/psychological, neglectful, and with links to organised crime, radicalisation or slavery (SCW, 2022). The risk of possible harm implements the duty to utilize early intervention as a preventative measure; however, in cases where there are concerns around significant harm (whether this be impactful upon health and/or development) which has or is likely to occur, Section.47 of the Children’s Act 1989 (CA) highlight the duty for enquiries to be conducted. 

It is the role for individuals to report any concerns if a child is experiencing harm and abuse to the police or the local authority. Examples of indicators that a child might be experiencing harm include changes in behaviour, running away from home, covering up bruises/marks and difficulties with relationships (NSPCC, 2023). 

When a safeguarding report is received, the local authority has one working day to obtain information to determine a plan of action. This information can be gathered from professionals who work with the family. The outcome of these enquiries may be Section 47 enquiry, Immediate Protection, Care and Support Assessment, or No Further Action. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures guides professionals to implement a child-centred approach, by focusing on the ‘voice of the child’ and their thoughts, wishes and feelings. This enables the Social Worker to identify the best solution for the child’s circumstances (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). Enabling the child to communicate their wishes enables the Social Worker to have an insight on how the abuse and neglect is impacting them. A child might require an advocate to support their engagement. Although the child’s views and wishes should be respected, decisions made in the child’s best interest is paramount (SSWBA, 2014). 

Input from Regional Safeguarding Boards, individual practitioners and effective management equals an effective system to safeguard the child (SCW, 2022). The Local Authority has a duty to co-work with multi-agency members including health, police, youth offending and probation as well as establishing Safeguarding Children Boards (SSWBA 2014). The aim of a multi-agency approach is to ensure that information is shared with all services. 

There is a duty to ensure that all information sharing and gathering must be done in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) and the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). 
The United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) must be taken into consideration when considering early intervention and preventative work to avoid risk of harm, abuse and neglect, and when assessing and intervening to safeguard children (UNGA, 1982).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The SSWBA 2014 directs the Local Authority to investigate, assess and respond when harm, neglect or abuse or a safeguarding concern is reported. This is the case with both adults and children. There are however differences in policies for safeguarding adults and children. There is a difference in the guidance within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures and there are separate Children’s and Adult Safeguarding Boards which means there are different processes (NSAB, 2021). Although both Children and Adults can experience abuse, they can be subjected to different types, in different contexts, and with different impacts. In this case, there are separate approaches (NSAB, 2021). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Research shows that children who experience harm are likely to develop lifelong issues (Children’s Bureau, 2019). Under Part 2 of the SSWBA 2014 which focuses on the ‘well-being outcomes’, children’s outcomes focus on development, whereas one of the outcomes for adults are ‘control over day to day life’. Drawing attention to the Mental Capacity Act 2005, individuals over the age of eighteen have a right to make unwise decisions. Adults may or may not have the ability to make decisions to keep themselves safe, however, the law intervenes in extreme circumstances such as when the individual has been assessed as lacking capacity in that area (NSAB 2021).
‘In very simple terms, there are duties to safeguard all children- but not all adults will need safeguarding’ (NSAB, 2021). The voice of the child should be a focus of the safeguarding practice. This is also the case for adults at risk (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019), however, the difference is that the adult has a right to self-determination (NSAB, 2023). Referring to the Gillick Competence, if a child is assessed as having sufficient understanding and capacity to consent, then this is something that should be considered in safeguarding (NSPCC, 2022). 

The Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) is equally as important for adults and children in safeguarding. However, the different articles within the different conventions relate differently depending on the circumstances (NSAB, 2021). Within the UNCRC, there are additional rights set out to give children extra security as they depend on others for guidance and development (UNICEF, 2023). Article 5 of the HRA 1998 highlights that individuals over the age of 18 are protected by Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards. This does not apply to children under the age of 18. However, ‘a deprivation of liberty will be warranted under statue, for example under Section 25 of the CA 1989 and the Mental Health Act 1983’ (Schwehr, 2016). 
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