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Portfolio Task 1 – Developing your skills

Mind-map of university resources.
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My vision of success.

My vision of success involves completing all the goals I have set out for my future. Achieving my degree and furthering my career in Primary Education is one of my main goals, as this is what I will be working hard to achieve through my three years in UWTSD. A successful future for many people may involve major success, becoming famous or rich, or being seen in the public eye. For me this is not the case, as helping young people to learn vital skills that can be used throughout their life and helping them to aspire to achieve their full potential is what a successful future looks like in my mind. I, as well as the rest of the students on this course, aim to be the best teachers we can be, and I know that as long as I can achieve this, while maintaining a healthy, positive mindset, I can be assured I will access the successful future I am aiming for. Of course, as with any career path, I acknowledge there will be trails along the way, but achieving a successful future will not be an easy target. However, I am determined to achieve my goals, however many challenges may be ahead of me. After completing my skills audit, I have realised that I have adequate skills with people and communication, as well as practical skills. Therefore, to achieve my goal of success, I will need to improve my skills in creativity and innovation. I believe this will help me to achieve my goal of success.


Portfolio Task 2 – Developing Critical Thinking

We have been assigned to read chapter 1 of Stella Cottrell’s 4th Edition of Critical Thinking Skills. Critical thinking can be summarised as a process in which an individual uses their skills to question an argument or statement, rather than accepting their intuition. A major aspect of critical thinking is the ability to reason. Thinking in a rational way involves using reasons to justify a conclusion. To do this, one will look at evidence and consider all possible conclusions, rather than only focusing on their own. Critical thinking can be achieved when one appreciated that their point of view is not always the only point of view and is not strictly correct in every way. Thinking in this way can lead to discomfort, as it leads to the thinker becoming more self-aware, and lead to them questioning deep-held beliefs. However, this can be a very useful tool for people who are seeking to learn below surface level, and question facts rather than accept them. A prime example of this is how it can be used in the classroom. Students can be taught to question facts and statements, rather than accept them as they are. Research can be questioned, or replicated, to determine the true reliability of its claims. This can be used in work to help apply yourself more accurately and thoroughly to situations. A benefit of using critical thinking is that users can often acknowledge a poorly worded argument, even if they lack knowledge on the subject. This is beneficial, as if the user lacks knowledge in this area, they can inform themselves more on this subject in order to create a balanced, constructive argument. The way in which critical evaluations are presented is vital to successful critical thinking, especially when evaluating someone else’s argument or work. It is key to remember that people’s opinions often are important to them and hold significance. Therefore, criticism must be relayed in a way that is non-offensive, but still demonstrates the importance of what is being said. Within critical analyses, it is important to acknowledge that clear answers are not always guaranteed. Vague answers, although unpreferable, are likely to arise at points during assessment. Being good at reasoning cannot be confused with being good at winning arguments. If someone believes they are good at winning arguments, they may have poor reasoning skills, and have never been questioned for their lack of justification. Some find it difficult to apply critical thinking to work, especially when reviewing someone who is obviously more experienced in the subject area. For example, if a student is reviewing work from an expert in the field. However, it is expected to feel this way, and students are encouraged to question why the author has worded things this way.










 Portfolio Task 3 – Developing Critical Writing   
What I think about Education in Wales
In my opinion, education in Wales is currently in need of a huge rejuvenation. The current curriculum is struggling to provide all the skills that would be required for later in life. The current curriculum has been in place since 1988, and many aspects of it are out-dated for our modern culture, which is constantly changing. An example of something that the curriculum was created at a time that “pre-dated the World Wide Web.” (G. Donaldson, 2017, pg. 2) As things have changed so drastically since this was created, it seems completely reasonable and needed that a new curriculum is being introduced in 2022. I think that the current curriculum needs improvement. For example, the involvement of the Welsh language in the first key stages is currently lacking. The Welsh language is becoming slowly obsolete, so bringing the Welsh language in at earlier stages can help it to thrive as an important part of our culture. Many children in Wales’ performance is falling “significantly below the international average in mathematics, science and reading.” (Grigg, 2015) This shows how the current curriculum is lacking in its ability to bring children to their full potential in a wide variety of subjects. Therefore, a major change in how children are being educated today is needed in order to raise national statistics to be on par with the international average, but mainly to help the children achieve the skills and attributes they will require for their life. When it comes to secondary education, I believe the issues are even larger. Many students are feeling huge pressure when it comes to studying for their GCSEs and A Levels. The 2017 Estyn Report found that teachers were among the weakest aspects for education in Wales, and opportunities for teachers to improve their skills are vital in order for educational standards to improve in secondary schools. As someone who did struggle with the workloads in secondary school, I think that more support from teachers and additional resources would be beneficial for students who are struggling to handle the amount of work that they have to do. There is a lot of pressure in secondary school for those who are regarded as “low achievers”. The students who are placed into “bottom sets” for subjects, such as maths, English, or science, often feel as if they are not as clever as the students in the higher sets, and sometimes fall into putting less effort into the subjects, as they feel as if they are bound to fail. If schools could move away from this, I feel as if many students would feel more likely to succeed in school, and a boosted morale would be present for many students. So overall, I believe that education in Wales is suffering at the moment, and the new primary curriculum will be able to help, as this can provide boosted skills and opportunities for the transition into secondary school. However, the secondary school situation is still in need of drastic change.
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The library resources are on
campus to help reading in a
quiet environment that is
readily available when we
require hard copies of texts
for our assignments.

—

The online library resources are

there to help us find any
documents, journals, books, and
many other things that we may
need when we cannot readily access
the on-site library, as well as
resources that are only available
online.
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the university?
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Moodle provides us with documents

such as the module handbook,
which helps to summarise the
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50 we will know what reading
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them.
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