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Literature Searching & 
Organising your Literature  

Kate Evans  

Where do you search for 
information? 

•  You have been given an assignment on 
preventing groin injuries 

•  Where do you start? 

At level 5 + you should  

•  Consult relevant academic resources 
– NO GOOGLE 
– NO college textbooks (E.g. BTEC/ A- Level PE) 
– Unreferenced, non-peer reviewed information  

YOUR RESEARCH SKILLS (Or lack thereof) 
WILL FAIL YOUR ASSIGNMENTS & THUS YOUR 
DEGREE  
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ProQuest Central 
•  Database search  

 

SPORTDiscus  

•  http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/online-library/all-
resources/ 

•  S = SPORTDiscus 

SPORTDiscus Search Page  
Click on ‘Choose Databases’  

How to Search  
BOOLEAN operators  
•  AND  
•  OR  
•  NOT  
•  “prevent” AND “groin” AND “injuries” 
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How to Search  
•  Prevent OR groin OR injuries  

Consider terminology 

•  Groin  
– Adductor, hip? 

•  Prevention 
–  Intervention, risk factors? 

•  Injuries 
–  Injury, overuse, athletic? 

MESH Thesaurus  MESH Thesaurus  
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How to Search  

•  Truncations 
–  Injury  
–  Injuries   
–  Injured  

– Reduce 
– Reduction 
– Reduced  

Injur* 

Reduc* 

How to Search  

•  Wildcards  
– Women 
– Woman  

– Analyse  
– Analyze 

Wom?n 

Analy?e 

Narrowing the search… Narrowing the Search 
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What next? Export these references using 
REFWORKS  

Select the 
articles you 
want to keep 

Click on 
SAVE, 
and 
select 
REF 
WORKS 

REFWORKS 
You can organise 
your references in 
to files e.g. for 
each assessment 
point 
 
You can also select 
the articles you 
have used in your 
assignment and 
create a reference 
list  

REFWORKS  
Select the articles you wish to 
present in your reference list  
 
 
 
Click on “Create Bibliography” 
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REFWORKS 

Select  
“HARVARD TRINITY SAINT DAVID 2011” 
OR  
“HARVARD BRITISH STYLE” 
OR  
“HARVARD” 
  

REFWORKS  

Harvard British  

Harvard TSD 2011 

REFWORKS 

Harvard 

Quality of Evidence  
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Summary  
•  DO NOT use GOOGLE 
•  Use library database searches such as 

ProQuest or EBSCO (Medline/
SportDiscus) 

•  Use Boolean operators (OR, AND, NOT) 
•  Use Truncations (*) and Wildcards (?) 
•  Export to REFWORKS to manage your 

references and create reference list. 


