How can I improve my close reading of literature?
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	Attitudes when approaching literature

Enjoying reading

Curiousity

Usefulness of background knowledge

Importance of vocabulary
	“passionate attention”

“enjoyment is an important part of being a student of literature”

“criticism begins with having a personal reaction”

“appropriate self confidence”

“the better our knowledge, the fuller our engagement”

“readers recognise allusions most surely when they have a breadth of background knowledge and reading”

“essential shared vocabulary”

“acquire a good dictionary of literary terms”
	Starting point when close reading something unfamiliar
Reading varied styles of literature is useful and enjoying it builds skills
Pay attention to initial reaction and don’t dismiss it, focus on what creates the reaction

General knowledge is useful, reading increases background knowledge even if it seems irrelevant

Useful to buy a dictionary of literary terms. Worth learning them and trying to use them as a better way to convey thoughts to a reader and use to pay attention to different aspects of literature.
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	Importance of language
Literary conventions

Note taking

Actually reading

Importance of primary sources
	“awareness of figurative language.. understanding of syntax”
“the student needs.. knowledge of literary conventions”

“this seems and is an impossible schedule of material you need to know”

“useful listening is discriminating”

“quiet, well-lit place, without distractions”

“have your own reaction before you go looking for other peoples”
“take responsibility for your own education”
	Need to learn more about this
A good way of learning more about this is more reading to increase awareness of literary conventions and to flag up when conventions are not followed

It’s okay not to know/have read everything

Listen actively in lectures and take notes only of things that seem useful. Thinking and assessing as you listen will help get more from a lecture and a greater understanding of what to look for when you read.
Try to read in sensible conditions if possible

Read primary sources first, consider own reaction and reasons for it before looking at other peoples in secondary sources.
Be pro-active about improving skills.




