Scholarly Reply- ‘No Woman No War’ by Pasi Loman

Pasi Loman wrote his article ‘No Woman No War: Women’s Participation in Ancient Greek Warfare’ in 2004, with the aim of showing that women participated more in warfare in the Greek world then they were given credit for. In order to go about this, Pasi Loman looks at their importance in different scenarios. Loman split is work into two sections, the first being Women at Home and the second titled Women on Foreign Campaigns. In his first section he looks at the importance women had in defending their home, whilst in this second section, Loman looks at royal women on the battlefield as he comments on the lack of evidence found on average women in wars[footnoteRef:1]. In this scholarly reply, I will first be concentrating on his lack of chronology and his habit of jumping to and from eras. Secondly, I will be looking at his overuse of Spartan women as examples of everyday women and the problems this causes. This will lead onto his lack of evidence surrounding women who fail to help out, and the uniqueness of siege warfare. [1:  Loman 2004 : 44] 

Logically, Loman first concentrates on two women authors, Anyte and Nossis, and their opinion on wars[footnoteRef:2] before moving on to the idea that the Amazons would not be a useful people to look at in this argument because “they belong to the realm of legends and fiction”[footnoteRef:3]. He then talks about women helping with religious acts, such as burials, as well as women donating money for the army[footnoteRef:4]. Loman focuses on the art of tile throwing, and the way in which women helped to defend their cities from attack. In his second section on ‘Women on Foreign Campaigns’ Loman concentrates on queens and their roles in battle. [2:  Loman 2004 : 34]  [3:  Loman 2004: 37]  [4:  Loman 2004: 40] 

Although Pasi Loman makes some very in-depth arguments regarding womens importance in war, there are a few issues that can be picked up on. In his introduction, he points out that “women’s participation in warfare… has received surprisingly little attention”[footnoteRef:5]. Although the article may have been right to have stated this in 2004, in more recent years, women in warfare has become a well-argued subject and many books and articles have been published on this matter. An example of this being an edited volume titled Women and War in Antiquity, which was published in 2015, more than ten years after this article. This edited volume also contains at least sixteen different authors all analysing women in war from different perspectives. This change in scholarship needs to be kept in mind when reading this slightly older article. [5:  Loman 2004: 34] 

Another issue with this piece is that instead of concentrating on a certain time period, Pasi Loman has a tendency to jump around, going from the Hellenistic period, such as the mentioning of Lyciscus in Sparta in 211 BCE[footnoteRef:6], to mentioning a speech made by Archidamus around 368 BCE[footnoteRef:7] which supposedly happened in the Classical period, according to the words of Xenophon[footnoteRef:8]. This all takes place in one paragraph, and happens throughout the piece, jumping back and forth with no thought to chronology, which can make this article confusing at times. This problem with time also shows that Pasi Loman may have done this because he picked out examples that suited his argument rather then look at their circumstances and how this may have affected the way in which women acted.  [6:  Loman 2004: 38]  [7:  Loman 2004: 39]  [8:  Xenophon, Hellenica, 7.1.30] 


A good reason why timing is also important in an article such as this, is that Loman does not look at the struggles women had endured or continued to endure in their time. This too changed over time, as early on in Greek history women were only seen as having one role which was to give birth to the soldiers which would defend their polis[footnoteRef:9]. Furthermore, as we shall see below, it is also necessary to look at how Poleis treated their women individually, because it is possible, as seen from Sparta and Athens[footnoteRef:10], that women were given different treatments as a whole, which could easily affect the way in which writers would write about them but also what their roles would have been in warlike conditions. In the example of Sparta and Athens it has been found that Spartan women had considerably more freedom then the women who lived in Athens[footnoteRef:11]. [9:  Lissarrague 2015: 71]  [10:  Hornblower 2011: 122]  [11:  Hornblower 2011: 250] 

Another instance that Loman picked out evidence to suit his needs without looking at circumstances, is in relation to Sparta and Spartan women. Understandably, we do have more evidence for Sparta then most Greek poleis, something that Loman also fails to mention, even though he uses the Spartan model in a lot of his examples[footnoteRef:12], an example being the incident in the early third century BCE when Pyrrhus was trying to take over Sparta[footnoteRef:13]. This is particularly important because Sparta is such a unique Polis, geared towards war, that in order for Loman to use them as examples for tile throwing and women defending their city, it is necessary to look at other Poleis in order to get a better picture of a more normal situation. Not only this, but Loman should have also looked at time frames to see if women participation like this changed at all in the different eras, as mentioned above. Another example that Loman could have used in this instance, for example, could have been the story of Telesilla[footnoteRef:14], who, along with the young and old helped to defeat the attacking Spartan King Cleomenes[footnoteRef:15].  This not only helps prove that it was more common for other women to do this but also that women tended to be braver then a lot of people gave them credit for, something that Loman briefly touches on[footnoteRef:16]. [12:  Loman 2004 : 41]  [13:  Plutarch, Pyrrhus, 27.2]  [14:  Georgoudi 2015: 204]  [15:  Pausanius Description of Greece 2.20.9 ]  [16:  Loman 2004 : 41] 

 However, Loman does mention another example of women being used to defend their town that is not from Sparta and that is of the Messenians in the seventh century BCE[footnoteRef:17], in which women also flung roof tiles at the enemy[footnoteRef:18]. However Loman does not go into too much detail of this revolt, which he could have, as Pausanius, in his works on the Description of Greece, goes on to suggest that they “were eager”[footnoteRef:19]. This quote alone could have furthered his argument that the women were willing participants in defending their towns from invaders. [17:  Georgoudi 2015: 205]  [18:  Loman 2004 : 42]  [19:  Pausanius Description of Greece 4.21.6] 

Loman also fails to mention multiple examples of women not being able to defend their towns. This is important because it brings up the question as to whether or not these particular instances were so unique that they rarely happened, or that the ancient authors decided to create stories in order to try and encourage the women and men to have courage during sieges[footnoteRef:20].  A prime example that could have been used is that stated by van Wees in which he quotes Aeschylus saying that women were running around in panic and screaming whilst their city was under attack[footnoteRef:21]. Aristotle himself is also a good example that Loman[footnoteRef:22] did use. In this particular example Aristotle states “they (the women) rendered no useful service, as the women do in other states, while they caused more confusion than the enemy”[footnoteRef:23]. Aristotle even comments on the helpfulness of women in other states in comparison to the Spartan women during this siege. [20:  van Wees 2004 : 39]  [21:  van Wees 2004: 39]  [22:  Loman 2004 : 44]  [23:  Aristotle, Politics 2. 1269b] 

Loman is very good at backing up his arguments with ancient authors, but he does not mention anywhere about the idea of being wary of them. It is well known to most historians that you should not take what an ancient author states to be true as fact unless backed up by evidence. Not only this but it is also necessary to be wary of different translations of the same source. Once again Loman does not mention this when using quotes to back up his evidence[footnoteRef:24]. Aristotle’s quote above could be a prime example of this as it is unclear as to whether or not he meant that all women were useless in warlike situations or whether it is meant in the way that these women in particular were useless when compared to the useful women found in other Greek polies. This is something that has long been debated by historians[footnoteRef:25]. So as we can see from this example, one word translated in a certain way can change the entire meaning of the situation, as Pasi Loman uses this quote to mean that these Spartan women were especially useless in this instance[footnoteRef:26], which suited his argument more than the second translation of all Greek women being useless in Aristotle’s eyes. [24:  Loman 2004 : 39]  [25:  Georgoudi 2015: 202]  [26:  Loman 2004 : 44] 

All the instances of women defending their polis that Pasi Loman mentions in his article, relate to siege warfare and not to actual confrontations between two armies away from towns and cities. This is important because siege warfare was such a different type of warfare that it was almost impossible for women to not get involved with defending their homes. This is because sieges could last for years on end[footnoteRef:27] and it was therefore necessary for all the town or cities inhabitants to pull their weight in order to help the town[footnoteRef:28], whether this be helping with food or clothes, or helping the town defences[footnoteRef:29].  [27:  van Wees 2004: 144]  [28:  Ducrey 2015 : 188]  [29:  Hornblower 2011 : 197] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A perfect example of this is mentioned in van Wees book on Greek warfare and that is the siege of Sinope[footnoteRef:30]. Loman frequently comments on women attacking the invaders with roof tiles, but he fails to mention other ways in which women helped defend their city. In this particular siege, the women were ordered to dress up in armour in order to appear like extra men from afar[footnoteRef:31]. This particular piece is also important because it shows that not all of the male historians that Loman uses are complimentary to the female help as he states that “they did not allow them to throw missiles, for even a long way off a woman betrays her sex when she tries to throw”[footnoteRef:32].  Loman does however, show that women were a lot more powerful then Aeneas Tacticus believed as he uses the example of the death of King Pyrrhus[footnoteRef:33]. This is an important example because it shows that a woman could kill a king with just a roof tile[footnoteRef:34] but if this is fiction or not we do not know. [30:  van Wees 2004: 144]  [31:  Aeneas Tacticus On the Defence of Fortified Positions 40.4]  [32:  Aeneas Tacticus On the Defence of Fortified Positions 40.5]  [33:  Loman 2004 : 42]  [34:  Plutarch, Pyrrhus, 34.2] 

In conclusion, Pasi Loman’s article ‘No Woman No War: Women’s Participation in Ancient Greek Warfare’ provides a very detailed look into how women affected warfare in both the home cities and out on the battlefield and Loman comes to the conclusion that without women there could have been no war[footnoteRef:35]. Loman gives us lots of examples, with evidence to back up his argument, both in ancient authors and in modern scholarship. However, one of the first issues is that with the article being more than ten years old, he does not have up to date information, especially when he states that women in war has not been looked at a lot[footnoteRef:36]. Secondly, he does not look at the evidence in chronological order and the circumstances surrounding the different times, instead he enjoys jumping between eras constantly to fit his argument. Thirdly Loman has a habit of concentrating of Spartan women for a lot of his arguments, instead of finding evidence in other Poleis. This is important as Sparta was a polis dedicated towards warfare and could therefore mean that their circumstances involving women did not translate to other poleis around this time and leaves out prime examples that could have backed up his arguments to make them stronger.  [35:  Loman 2004 : 53- 54]  [36:  Loman 2004 : 34] 

This leads on to the lack of concentration of women failing to fight an enemy during an attack on their home town or city. This could be important because it would show that these particular instances involving women could be unique and uncommon or that once again Spartan women were expected to be as brave as men. In addition, this can lead to another problem that Loman fails to bring up which is the idea that different translators can cause certain phrases stated by ancient authors, to completely change their meaning, as can be seen by the example of Aristotle[footnoteRef:37]. And finally, he spends a lot of time talking about siege warfare which is altogether a unique type of warfare due to its long lasting and harsh conditions[footnoteRef:38]. This could therefore mean to show that what Loman is mentioning were indeed unique situations and not part of everyday incursions. From this we can see that although Pasi Loman is clear on his argument in his article there are still a few issues that he did not address or make clear to the reader. [37:  Aristotle, Politics 2. 1269b]  [38:  van Wees 2004: 144] 
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