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Assessment Five Transcription Exercise

To choose a document for transcription I consulted The British Library’s digitised manuscripts. I felt it would be more productive for me to select a manuscript in English since I would then hopefully be able to understand the later transcription. I therefore ran a search of the later Middle Ages and early modern period. I wanted a complete document to have a fuller understanding of the work in question. We had earlier seen some examples of wills and testaments in class and those had interested me. A will presents a highly focused attention on what is most important to a person facing the end of their time on earth and supplies a wealth of information as to what was important to that person as they prepared to transition to the next life. 
The document I chose is the will and probate certificate of a lady in the early 1500s. It is written mostly in English on parchment and is interesting in being the will and probate of a woman. Unless a married woman had kept property in her name at marriage there would be little need for her to make a will since she would not have much if anything to bequeath since her husband would have assumed ownership of all properties. In the will, two sons and a daughter receive bequests, but no husband is mentioned. I thereby assume that Margaret Hervy is a widow.
The will is dated November 10, 1508, so it is in the early Tudor years. England was still a Catholic country, and the will starts with a common formula which is given in Latin In dei Nomine Amen which translates as In the Name of God, Amen. The first three lines are given over to a formulaic exposition of faith, the statement of being of sound mind and the disposition of her body at death. In other words, almost a third of the will is taken up in this way. Only then does she go ahead with the bequests to her three children.
Below is an image of the document and following that is the transcription. I began by transcribing the words that I could read most easily, leaving space for the missing ones. I organised the transcription by lines. To help understand the letters and symbols, I referred to online examples of alphabets and abbreviations.
Will and Probate Certificate of Margaret of Ryburgh.
[image: ]
Figure 1
Transcription
Line 1	In dei Nomine Amen I Margarete Hervy of Ryburgh in my good mind and being beyng in the year 	of our lord god of (crossed out) and by
Line 2	make my testament and laste will in …. ….. spirit I comende my soule to god almyghty to oure 	lady mary and to all this holy com
[bookmark: _Int_7SK3ZEm0][bookmark: _Int_HUzPqTa5]Line 3 	pany of ...... and my body to be buryed in the holy yard of Ryburgh ….. unto this ….. …... …. I 	bequeth and
[bookmark: _Int_44JkpW8D][bookmark: _Int_MlqoaSMh]Line 4	Itm I will … at my buryng day a ….. Itm I ….... to Robt my son ….. ….. ….  and a greatt …. …..
Line 5	Itm to the said Robt a farme a …...                                               Itm to Thomas my
[bookmark: _Int_IqSopsUY][bookmark: _Int_6eQ44C9P]Line 6	son a …. ….. …. blankette my …. …. a …... ….. my ….. ….. …. …. ….. Itm  I bequest to Elyzabeth
[bookmark: _Int_k8vQJX4C][bookmark: _Int_mCOg29fT]Line 7 	my daughter I ….. my ….. …. of …. …. a ….. and a …. …. Ryburgh of all my goode
Line 8	And comytt them unto the.... ….. of …. …. I order and make Robt Hempton and Elizabeth Herby 	that
[bookmark: _Int_mqzelIYO][bookmark: _Int_KIxMKzdq][bookmark: _Int_17l7eGUI][bookmark: _Int_AihOYc7o]Line 9 	they may ….. them to the most pleasing of god and ….. to my ..................... to ........... of …... …. 	for this …..
Line 10	…. …. …... ….. day and …...... ….... …....
[bookmark: _Int_oq5OENNk]The transcription is incomplete, having underestimated the challenge presented by the script after the easy start. I was unable to transcribe in time the detailed descriptions of the bequests made to the children which would have informed me as to the possessions considered valuable enough to be inherited.
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