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Under the influence: 

Introduction 

In this show we will be discussing the long extensive history of designers and artists experimenting and abusing drugs. These substances have punctured humans for 1000’s of years. Ranging from ancient rituals all the way to today’s cocaine induced parties. Art and drugs have had a huge relationship in the past, most artists who have suffered from drug abuse has lived during the 1900’s. The developing taboo of drug use meant that a significant number of artists recorded their experiences which is why we can learn about their artwork today.
I will be touching upon several theories such as Roland Barthes and his theory of semiotics, color theory and affect theory. We will be learning about various artists and their addiction, some of these artists are Pablo Picasso, Andy Warhol and Damien Hirst. Lastly, we will be discussing the theme of how drug abuse affects and changes artwork and the types of artworks created by these designers. 
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Venue: ICON club in Boston USA  
https://www.iconnightclub.com/about-us/

My exhibition is in the ICON club in Boston USA. ICON is in the center of Boston and has a capacity of 380 people. The modernistic club represents the party, drug taking culture in todays society. In the show the music and lights will create a psychedelic atmosphere which is perfect for this type of exhibition. Many celebrities often visit ICON which makes it a great venue to have high status members visit. This club was designed by Interior Designer, John Stefanon and lives up to the imagination of a high-status prestige club. Therefore, I believe with the topic I have chosen this exhibition will be very successful and I am sure people will recognize the artistry of designers that had suffered from addiction and drug abuse. 

On the floor plan I have shown where I want each artwork represented by ‘Figure 1’ etc. I feel they are organized spaciously around the club to enable people to spend time in the club atmosphere to understand the psychedelic feel that these artists undertook to express some of there work. 

Exhibitions 

Jean Cocteau
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Figure 1. 




This artwork present above was created and made by Jean Cocteau between the years of 1919 to 1929. The work above is a drawing of a dissembled and misshapen hand. In Cocteau’s early days he was recognized by Pablo Picasso and saw himself as invincible and wanted to make his invincibility known to the world. The image created is called nightmare and is illustrated from his subconsciousness, this is due to his drug abuse where Cocteau was known to take a significant number of opioids.

Jean Cocteau started taking opium after his protégé Raymond Radiguet sadly, passed away in 1923. This drawing represents Susanne Langer's Theory of Symbolism and exaggerates the illustration of the hand can be seen to show the effect of opium and presents that Cocteau was in pain. These violent drawings have been described as screams of suffering in slow motion.

Salvador Dali
[image: Time and Change in 10 Salvador Dalí Paintings | Widewalls]Figure 2

Salvador Dali was born In Spain. He was a Catalan artist and became one of the most significant artists in the 20th century. This painting is called the persistence of memory and was made in 1931. In the image above we can see melted clocks and a scenic view of cliffs and a lake/sea. 
Dali was known to have taken significant amounts of LSD over time to influence and provoke hallucinations to create his pieces. These melted clocks can portray a depiction of his warp of time when he had taken LSD. Dali might have also taken these drugs to see the world around them from a different perspective. These psychoactive substances can create the feel of a distorted reality and leaves the user in a state of a confusion of the concept of time. This therefore related to Roland Barthes theory of semiotics where the symbolism of the clocks connoted a specific message of time being lost or slowed down.  



Pablo Picasso 
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Pablo Picasso was born October 25th, 1881, and died on the April 8th, 1973. He had an extensive life and revolutionised the art industry these painting ranging from the well-known works of art such as the old guitarist, portrait of Dora maar and the weeping woman. 
Figure 3 is called Blue Nude and is one of Picassos master pieces. This painting was created in 1906 after his closest friend sadly passed away. After this incident Picasso started to diverge into the world of drugs. This first started when his friend Gertrude Stein introduced him to cocaine, after the years of Picasso taking this substance, it made him very difficult to work with and cause him to have many issues with personal relationships. However, during this low point in his life, it caused him to make most of his well-known paintings today. We can also link this artwork to affect theory as it seeks to show his experienced feeling.
Eventually his cocaine fuelled lifestyle transformed into a more severe drug which was opium however this was only short-lived ad Pablo did opium around 3 times a week between 1904 and 1908. During this time Pablo Picasso created the painting of blue nude. We can use Roland Barthes theory of semiotics again to suggest that the naked body and the colours of blue and black to symbolise different meaning to the viewer. For example, the presentation of the curled up naked body c4an represent Picassos feeling of sombreness and aloneness he was feeling. Then linking to colour theory, we can see he only used the colours blue and black. The colour blue can portray the feeling of emotional fragility, irrationality, depression, fear, emotional fragility and anxiety. The colour black shows us his feeling of villainy, evil and death. Therefor we can see his feelings during this period of his life of drug taking and loneliness through his artwork.

Oscar Janiger– lsd study 
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In This exhibition will also be presenting Oscar Janiger’s experiment where a patient illustrated eight different self-portraits at different stages whilst under the influence of the psychedelic drug LSD. This study was made during the 1950’s and janiger gave an artist two 50imicrogram doses of LSD and the artist was then asked to draw self-portraits at different stages over the space of 8 hours. 

Janiger was born in New York City on February 8th, 1918, and passed away on august 14th 2001. He was an experimental psychiatrist and was notorious for his research on the drug LSD.  Based on his own experiences this is when he decided to diverge into the world of psychedelics and to research into how the drug affects the mind. 

Figure 4a 

The first illustration was created 20 minutes after the first tablet was taken. The artist had claimed to feel no change and had no effect. In the report it presents the finding ‘condition normal’. He uses charcoal to present his illustration. Using color theory, we can portray that the artist is already depressed and has a negative perception of life. 

Figure 4b

The patient is then given a second dose of a 50ug of LSD and presents the finding that the substance is having some effect on the motor neurons. We can see this from the lack of detail in comparison to the first drawing, the report presents the artist saying, ‘I’m having a little trouble controlling this pencil’. 

Figure 4c 

This drawing was created 2 hours and 30 minutes after the dosage and shows a huge lack of detail. The report presents ‘I feel as if my consciousness is situated in the part of my body that’s now active – my hand, my body, my elbow… my tongue.

Figure 4d 

This was drawn 2 hours and 32 minutes after dosage and artist feels like he need to do another drawing. He starts feeling that his drawing is not very good and wants to try again straight after. 

Figure 4e

Quickly after figure 4d the artist now creates another drawing at 2 hours and 35 minutes after taking LSD. After this drawing the patient starts laughing.

Figure 4f

This artwork is where we see the most noticeable change, he switches his medium to tempera, and we can now see the significant effects that this substance can have on the brain. The change of medium is key as before we mentioned the color black symbolizing a negative outlook, he had now switched his drawings to a more colorful look the drawing present above is taken in black and white however the actual artwork is in color.

Figure 4g

After 4 hours and 25 minutes the patient now switches his medium to watercolor, and we can see that his self-portrait has changed to almost an out of world artwork and has had a huge transformation. 

Figure 4h

The artist presents that the effect has worn off and presents his final drawing and says its uninteresting and that he wants to go home. He performs this drawing with little enthusiasm and people could say that his imagination and creativity has depleted. 



Each of my artifacts represent the theme of under the influence. The science and examples that the substances and substance abuse has had an integral part to play in the history of artwork. I feel as though my exhibition communicates my theme very well and i have chosen appropriate pieces. From the surface figure1,2 and 3 may not initially show the idea of substance use however when you research into the background of these illustrations, we can reach a deaper meaning to these artworks. 
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