Scarab Beetle Amulet
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM: 1725.004 (Assumed)
Object Type: Funerary Object
Material: Faience 
Period: Pharaonic, after 1479 BCE
Provenance: Egypt
Dimensions: (Approximately)
                        Height: 0.5mm
                        Width: 1.2cm
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Figure 1: Scarab Amulet, Authors own photograph, 2023

Figure 2: Scarab Amulet, Authors own photograph, 2023


Description
The object is a particularly small amulet carved into the stylized shape of a sacred scarab beetle. The scarab has been carved out of Egyptian faience and then glazed when fired which has given it a deep Egyptian blue coloration. The scarab itself sits upon a flat oval shaped base that is connected to the scarabs’ forelegs, middle legs and hind legs. The slightly raised position of both the forelegs and the middle legs has allowed for there to be a small gap in-between the two sets of legs and the base as if the scarab is just resting atop it. The scarab’s thorax and abdomen are both connected to one another and rest upon the scarabs middle and hind legs while its head and clypeus are resting upon its front legs. The scarab’s clypeus is designed almost like that of a closed lotus flower and its had been carved on top of the head. 
On the flat bottom of the scarab amulet a series of hieroglyphs has been carved in two lines that have been separated with a single carved line. The top line has a cartouche for the pharaoh Thutmose the third in the center with two maat feather’s bracketing it on either side, these feathers are connected to two rearing cobras. The bottom line has the djed hieroglyph which is carved in the shape of a pillar which is bracketed by another set of rearing cobras. The hieroglyphs are enclosed within a carved circular line which follows the edge of the oval base. The heads of the two cobras on the top line have both been cut through by this line.
The amulet has also been damaged in several places as the faience has rubbed off to leave a sandy brown color to come through the glaze, particularly on the top of the scarab’s thorax and abdomen. The left foreleg of the scarab has also been broken off revealing a much lighter sandy color underneath. The glaze has also been rubbed off on the bottom with particular damage having happened to the heads of the cobras on the top line. With the head of the cobra on the right-hand side been entirely worn away. There is also discoloration to the majority of the bottom though it had not damaged the other hieroglyphs.
Interpretation
Scarab amulets were common throughout the majority of Egyptian history as they were used as pieces of jewellery, in everyday life as items that would grant protection and as funerary items[footnoteRef:1]. As the scarab beetle itself was seen as having important religious significance as a symbol of divinity, due to its associations with the sun god Khepri[footnoteRef:2]. As the Ancient Egyptians interpreted the way the scarab beetle rolls its ball of dung across the ground as a reflection of the way the Gods took the sun across the sky each day[footnoteRef:3]. The scarab was also a symbol of miraculous rebirth and fertility due to the fact they were seen as being able to reproduce magically. As scarab larvae is laid in and then emerges from the ball of dung the beetle rolls around which was interpreted as a magical event by the Ancient Egyptians[footnoteRef:4]. [1:  Andrews Carol, Amulets of Ancient Egypt, Trustee of the British Museum, British Museum Press, 1994, P 50
]  [2:  Wilkinson .H. Richard, The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt, Thames and Hudson Ltd, London, 2003, P 230]  [3:  Wilkinson .H. Richard, The Complete Gods and Goddesses Of Ancient Egypt, Thames and Hudson Ltd, London, 2003, P 230]  [4:  El Mahdy Christine, Mummies Myth and Magic, Thames and Hudson Ltd, London, 1989, P 153] 

[image: ]This meant that scarab amulets were not only worn as tokens of good luck but also as items to grant divine favour to the wearer. Scarab rings were particularly popular during the Middle Kingdom and were composed of small scarab amulets, often with an inscription on the bottom, that would be set Figure 4: Scarab of Thutmose III, mounted in ring, steatite glaze gold, 1479-1425 B.C.E, Brooklyn Museum. 



into small gold bands[footnoteRef:5]. The inscriptions upon them would often be of gods and goddesses or linked to one of the many famous Pharaohs of Egypt[footnoteRef:6]. As not only a way to honour their great ancestors but as a possible link to Royal mortuary cults. As Pharaohs were seen as divine in there own lifetimes it was believed that after there death the Pharaoh would ascend to godhood[footnoteRef:7] once there Ka and Ba had united to create the Akh[footnoteRef:8]. And to honour the Pharaoh after there passing mortuary cults were established to continually affirm the deceased’s divinity[footnoteRef:9]. As this scarab has the throne name of Thutmose the third Menkheperre written upon it there is a chance that it could be linked to a mortuary cult, with the owner hoping to gain favour from the divine and their protection. As Thutmose the third was the Pharaoh who turned Egypt into an Empire first through his defeat of Syria and Palestine and then the Mitanni which expanded Egypt’s boarders to Nubia. Which he often displayed through his building works[footnoteRef:10].  [5:  Adler Cyril, Jewels of the Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt Jewellery of the Dynastic Period, Thames and Hudson publishing Ltd, London, 1971, P 160-161]  [6:  Andrews Carol, Amulets of Ancient Egypt, Trustee of the British Museum British Museum Press, 1994, P 55]  [7:  Wilkinson .H. Richard, The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt, Thames and Hudson Ltd London, 2003, P 60]  [8:  John .H. Taylor, Death and the Afterlife in Ancient Egypt, University of Chicago Press British Museum Company Ltd, 2001, P 31-32]  [9:  Wilkinson .H. Richard, The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt, Thames and Hudson Ltd London, 2003, P 60-61]  [10:  Kerr Anne, Write Edmund, A Dictionary of World History Thutmose the III, Third Edition Oxford University Press] 

Though it should be noted that in some cases Pharaohs would issue scarabs with there names inscribed upon them as a possible form of propaganda. For example, Thutmose the third issued scarabs to commemorate the obelisk he erected at Karnak[footnoteRef:11]. And due to the name upon this scarab its equally possible that it was produced for this purpose. Though scarabs with famous Pharaohs names upon them appeared across dynasties making them difficult to date to a specific period. And from the Middle Kingdom onwards scarabs were also being used as seals, though the majority of scarabs were still worn as amulets or used in funerary practices[footnoteRef:12].  [11:  Andrews Carol, Amulets of Ancient Egypt, Trustee of the British Museum British Museum Press, 1994, P 55]  [12:  Andrews Carol, Amulets of Ancient Egypt, Trustee of the British Museum British Museum Press, 1994, P 52] 

One of the most common scarab amulets used in the funerary sphere was the heart scarab. This was a large scarab usually carved from serpentine or obsidian and would be placed amongst the mummy’s wrappings in close proximity to the heart. The scarab would usually have a passage from the Book of the Dead carved upon it to help the dead on there journey to the afterlife[footnoteRef:13]. This scarab is not a heart scarab as it is far to small and made out of different material, though it was most likely buried with its owner on there death making it more likely to be a personal effect.  [13:  El Mahdy Christine, Mummies Myth and Magic, Thames and Hudson Publishing Ltd London, 1989, P 153] 
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