Brexit and the Water Frameworks Directive (WFD)

Positives:
· A positive of Brexit on the WFD could be the decentralisation of classification. Each country faces its own challenges within water quality and a decentralisation to the devolved powers would mean an opportunity to focus on specific challenges faced by each country (Medupin, 2018).
· Another positive that Brexit has brought around for the WFD is the setup of the WFD UK Collaborative Platform. The main objective of this platform is to reduce the cost of implementing the WFD to the UK, something that would benefit all platform members: regulators, academia, environmental bodies, water companies, consultants, etc. An increased visibility to the WFD and its application within the UK for the members would help reduce uncertainty and help better prepare for an eventuality (Cooper-Smith, 2016).


Negatives:
· A negative of Brexit could be a lack of enforcement of any future environmental laws. The UK Government is proposing a green watchdog that shall not have the enforcement powers that the European Commission currently hold (Hendry, 2018). 
· Another negative of Brexit for the WFD could potentially be a weakening of environmental protections. The WFD is a very dynamic directive, being reviewed every 6 years and further targets set after each review. If this stopped it could lead to water conservation effort stagnating (Cooper-Smith, 2016).
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