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Abstract
The aim of this dissertation was to investigate why many perpetrators of terrorist incidents appear to be of a relatively young student age, and what factors may have led to their radicalisation. The researcher carried out an in-depth critical analysis of relevant and existing academic literature surrounding the topic of student radicalisation and investigated the potential role of the internet with regards to terrorism in the 21st century. 

To assist in understanding the radicalisation process as well as discover the underlying traits of individuals that succumb to radicalisation, expert interviews were conducted to better understand the potential themes of what caused or contributed to their recruitment, with the analysis of literature providing the foundation for the interview questions when considering areas of importance. 

The findings of the project support a substantial amount of literature analysed in chapter two. The themes established within this project in relation to student radicalisation are: age (youth), internet usage, mental health issues and university experience of individuals, each factoring into the likelihood of student radicalisation depending on individual circumstances.  

Following the completion of key milestones throughout the project, the dissertation achieved its aim by answering the question: "Are students more vulnerable to radicalisation?", with the answer to the research question aligning in accordance with the views of both terrorism experts as well as existing academic literature.
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[bookmark: _Toc71135968]Chapter 1 - Introduction
The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate why young individuals are often the perpetrators of terrorist incidents in the UK, as well as to provide an answer to the question: "Are students more vulnerable to radicalisation?". This chapter of the dissertation provides the background and context for this study and explains why research in this area is important.
[bookmark: _Toc71135969]1.1 Background
The UK's Strategy for Countering Terrorism - also known as CONTEST - was published by HM Government (2018) and observes that Terrorism is one of the biggest threats with regards to the national security of the UK.  The CONTEST strategy (HM Government, 2018) states that both MI5 and Counter-Terrorism Police have been responsible for preventing 25 Islamic extremist attacks from June 2013 to 2018, with 12 of these plots being foiled in 2017 alone, a statistic which shows a clear rise in frequency. Additionally, Grierson (2019) states that Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Neil Basu, in 2019, explained that since the sharp rise of 2017, 22 terror attacks have been foiled, with 7 of these attacks being suspected as being planned and carried out by far-right terrorist organisations.
This rise in foiled attacks is unfortunately paralleled by the rise of attacks that have been "successfully" carried out by extremists, with research conducted by Appel (et al., 2019) in Figure 1.1 showing the total number of causalities as a result of terrorist incidents in the UK being 142 between the years 2000-2017. 
[image: ]
Figure 1.1 - Deaths from Terrorism, 2000 to 2017 (Source: Appel et al., 2019)

Although the meaning and definition behind the word and term "Terrorism" has been widely debated by academics, debated to such an extent that Perry (2004) describes the task of defining terrorism as being akin to the quest for the Holy Grail, the UK under the Terrorism Act (2000) defines terrorism as: 

"The use or threat of action designed to influence the government or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public, or a section of the public; made for the purposes of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause."

Figure 1.1.2 - Definition of Terrorism (Source: Terrorism Act, 2000)
According to the Home Office's (2019) Prevent guidance under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act (2019), the term "Radicalisation" refers to the process of which, where an ordinary citizen and individual of society, may come to support extremist ideologies that are often associated with terrorist organisations, and may eventually come to support terrorism itself, with the potential of this otherwise ordinary citizen, becoming a terrorist following this process of "radicalisation" (Home Office, 2019).
Furthermore, as previously mentioned, since the year 2000 and within the last twenty years there have been dozens of planned, foiled, and "successful" terrorist incidents that have taken place in the UK (GTD, 2019 and IEP, 2019). In this time, there have been a significant number of perpetrators behind the incidents that have been under the age of 30 (Casciani, 2013). Due to this indisputable fact, the question that remains is why. 
Although thorough investigations take place following such incidents to establish who, what, when, where and why (Angiolini and Scotland, 2008; Harris, 2016; MI5, 2017), the actual acknowledgment of the perpetrator's age is something that is not always observed academically.
[bookmark: _Toc71135970]1.2 Research Rationale
The circumstances with regards to the researchers personal rationale for this independent project are unfortunately due to the ever increasing volume of incidents that have been seen to have occurred in the formative years of their life, as going through adolescence, specifically around the year 2017, the news was often filled with stories of terrorist incidents, incidents that have informed educational, academic, and potentially one day future career choice, as well as this independent project.
Furthermore, within recent years the subject matter of terrorism is one that is receiving increased attention as unfortunately as previously stated, the UK's intelligence and counter terrorism services are more frequently both preventing, and responding to terrorist major incidents (HM Government, 2018). 
Although academic research as well as more elaborate professional bodies have conducted extensive investigations into the subject of radicalisation (Behr et al., 2013), research has shown that there is a relatively large grey area with regards to the question: "Are Students More Vulnerable to Radicalisation?". It is therefore the mission of this independent project to investigate this area and contribute to what is an area of academic study that is arguably only at the tip of its very own iceberg, with already established themes presented in this chapter being further elaborated in chapter two.
[bookmark: _Toc57043363][bookmark: _Toc71135971]1.3 Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research project is: To observe and acknowledge the potential vulnerability of students and young people to terrorist ideology and recruitment. As well as: To potentially provide recommendations on how to safeguard or prevent the potential radicalisation of students.
These aims will be achieved by completing the following objectives:
1. To critically research and analyse previous and current academic literature and understanding surrounding student radicalisation, the role of the internet and universities.
2. To identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the sensitive topic of student radicalisation.
3. To conduct primary research and analyse the data collected to better understand the themes and views of experts towards student radicalisation.
4. To provide recommendations surrounding the discovered key issues of student radicalisation.
[bookmark: _Toc71135972]1.4 Structure
In order to ensure the successful completion of the stated objectives, chapters will be devoted to ensuring each objective is completed. Chapter two of the dissertation will analyse both previous and current academic understanding of student radicalisation, as well as analyse the precedential use of the internet by terrorist organisations and the potential role of universities in the radicalisation process.
Chapter three will attempt to identify the most appropriate research technique and methodology suited towards primary research collection.
Chapter four will then analyse the data that has been collected as a result of the proposed method presented in chapter three, and will seek to identify common themes or understanding drawn from data analysis.
And finally, chapter five will bring the dissertation to a close and achieve the final objective by addressing the implications of the research as well as providing recommendations based on the academic observations as a result of the dissertation.
[bookmark: _Toc71135973]1.5 Conclusion
This first chapter has now successfully presented the background surrounding the research topic of terrorism and student radicalisation as well as outlined the core project aim and objectives, alongside why this issue requires further exploration in the form of this independent project. As previously established, the following chapter will critically analyse the public academic literature that currently exists in this space.


[bookmark: _Toc71135974]Chapter 2 - Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc71135975]2.0 Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation seeks to provide an analysis of key, relevant, authoritative and academically valued sources of literature with regards to the topic of student radicalisation, universities and the potential role of the internet in a rapidly evolving technological era.
Furthermore, the purpose of this chapter is to achieving objective two of the dissertation, which for reference, is: To critically research and analyse previous and current academic literature and understanding surrounding student radicalisation, the role of the internet and universities.
This objective will be achieved by examining literature acquired from the UWTSD e-learning online library database, as well as an internet search engine called Google Scholar, a search engine that obtains information and navigates through the internet to present data from verified academic and scholarly sources, with information coming from academic journals, expert and professional textbooks, research and development publications, government publications, and other sources authorised and qualified to publish information regarding terrorism, such as terrorism experts.
Additionally, to meet the previously stated objective, general research and information surrounding student or young individual vulnerability to elements such as psychological manipulation and other more sinister developments such as radicalisation will be analysed and reviewed, as an insight into adolescence psychology may answer why young individuals appear to be the target of radicalisation.

Search terms used to obtain such information involving this topic include: "terrorism", "student radicalisation", "vulnerability", "terrorist exploitation of youth", and "role of the internet in radicalisation".
[bookmark: _Toc71135976]2.1 Students, Universities and Radicalisation
Since the creation of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act (2015), universities have had a responsibility under the Prevent strategy (Home Office, 2019) to demonstrate: "due regard to the need to prevent individuals from being drawn into terrorism" whilst studying at university. Although the Act (CTS Act, 2015) was introduced into law in 2015 and its effectiveness has been questioned (Whiting, 2021), academic literature has cited university institutions as a potential correlating factor with regards to radicalisation for many decades, with research and data going as far back as 1983, with Miller and Russell’s publication of "Profile of a Terrorist" (Miller and Russell, 1983).
This early research by Miller and Russell (1983) analysed over 350 individuals that were either members of, or were the actual leaders of terrorist organisations, with their specific investigation looking at the 350 individuals being active in these organisations between the years 1966-1976. The research (Miller and Russell, 1983) found that the majority of terrorist members and leaders when looking at the 350 sample, were both under the age of 25 and had also received university education to some extent, with a significant volume of individuals actually holding a university degree.
Furthermore, the study (Miller and Russell, 1983) also found that the majority of individuals were strongly influenced by the ideologies they discovered both in class and social settings, with individuals claiming to have been strongly influenced by Anarchist or Marxist world views, with the majority of the case sample admitting to joining or consider themselves as being recruited into terrorist operations whilst in university (Miller and Russell, 1983). Miller and Russell (1983) concluded their research by identifying universities as a major recruiting ground for terrorists, a statement supported by 21st Century research from Neumann and Rogers (2007).

Neumann and Rogers (2007) found in their research that feelings of isolation and vulnerability from young and susceptible individuals are often the "hotbed" for radical thought, with these emotions intensifying for individuals at university, as according to Davey (et al., 2016), students are more at risk of both crime and mental illness than the general population. With Davey (et al., 2016) further stating statistics from the Office of National Statistics demonstrate that in the years 2014-15, 16% of the adult population in the U.K were victims of crime, whereas this figure was 19% for students, despite only making up 4% of the population. Furthermore, Davey (et al., 2016) continues and states that data from the National Union of Students in 2015 also found that 78% of students have experienced mental health issues whilst studying at university.

Going back to the research by Neumann and Rogers (2007), the literature states that due to the rise of student involvement in Islamic terrorist plots across Europe within the 21st century, there is a strong possibility that there are terrorist cells that exist for the sole purpose of recruiting members from universities across Europe, with Neumann and Rogers (2007) later stating that university campuses have the potential of being  "gateway organisations" that could lead to radicalisation, comparing the psychological experience of students and the environment of university to that of inmates in prison, where it has been widely established by the Ministry of Justice and other credible academic sources, that isolation, loneliness and vulnerability are all correlating and contributing factors to radicalisation and recruitment in prisons (Acheson, 2016).

Although Miller and Russell (1983) conducted their research four decades ago, their identification of universities as being a recruitment ground for extremists only came to fruition in the form of universities being asked to demonstrate clear preventative actions with regards to radicalisation under the CTS Act (2015). The implication of this imposed requirement from universities is one that Krasenberg and Lenos (2018) suggest as being an attempt to counter or prevent the exploitation and manipulation of vulnerable and susceptible individuals such as students, to extreme terrorist ideologies, with the likelihood of student loneliness being taken advantage of and exploited, being quite high according to academics and experts.

[bookmark: _Toc71135977]2.2 Terrorism in the Modern Era
The topic of terrorism in the modern era is an issue and matter that has been investigated by many academics and respected organisations. One example of such research is the research "Radicalisation in the Digital Era" conducted by Behr (et al., 2013) on behalf of RAND Europe in 2013. The research (Behr et al., 2013) analysed 15 cases of terrorism and the main findings of the research were confirmations that the internet does in fact contribute to radicalisation, as the report described the internet as an "echo chamber" for extremist beliefs, which when taken advantage of, the internet can create more opportunities for individuals to be radicalised and also increases the speed of radicalisation, as the internet enables terrorists to communicate with individuals from across the planet at any time (Behr et al., 2013).

The gender, general youthfulness, and accessibility to the internet by radicalised individuals has been explored in parts by experts from intelligence and security services, the United Nations in the form of their support for the published works of Darden's (2019) "Tackling Terrorists' Exploitation of Youth", as well as more regional, local authority or charity based organisations such as the Devon Children and Families Partnership (DCFP, 2020) programme, which discussed the evidence that seems to suggest children with low self esteem or children that are victims of discrimination and bullying, may be more at risk of radicalisation (DCFP, 2020).

As previously stated, the topic of radicalisation has been researched by organisations of every level. Ranging from the United Nations' research into the exploitation of youth (Darden, 2019), RAND corporation's investigation of the role of the internet (Behr et al., 2013), to Devon's Children and Families Partnership team warning about the vulnerability of children to radicalisation and extremism (DCFP, 2020). All of these examples of research were carried out within the last 7 years, with more academic input being seen as time progresses and unfortunately as more terrorist incidents occur. Furthermore, previous research conducted on this topic are extremely relevant due to their respective "age" as research on this matter is typically new and considered to be of importance, especially with regards to the potential role the internet plays in radicalisation (Behr et al., 2013).

Additionally, case studies showing the participation of young student age individuals, such as the individual responsible for the Manchester Arena Attack being 22 years old (Cobain et al., 2017), combined with theories proposed by terrorism experts and international organisations will greatly assist the research topic as many of these studies have layed the groundwork for the specific research topic of student radicalisation to be explored. Greene (2017) provides one such example, where radicalised students or terrorists often justify or can find themselves as having been radicalised after the successful argument of many organisations actually being "freedom fighters", as opposed to "extremists" or "terrorists". 

This argument used to radicalise young people is illustrated in the famous quote from the academic world of terrorism used many times by Ganor (2010) “One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter”.  Furthermore, Greene (2017) continues by stating it was only after the second world war that terrorism was often linked to freedom fighters and other anti-colonist groups which were seeking independence, with specific groups transforming from state-sponsored terrorism, to state-targeted terrorism, with the example used by Greene (2017) being the IRA’s cause for independence, with similar claims for freedom and liberation being seen in the 21st century when looking at propaganda by ISIS and other modern organisations, with Greene (2017) concluding that this is an attempt at making the call for action to younger generations more appealing.

[bookmark: _Toc71135978]2.3 The Role of the Internet
With regards to the specific role of the internet in relation to radicalisation and the recruitment of student generation individuals, the previously mentioned research by Behr (et al., 2013) provides a solid basis for academic research. Due to the nature of the crime of terrorism, terrorists are extremely difficult to gain access to, even if they are prosecuted and safely housed in prison institutions. Therefore,  the literature (Behr et al., 2013) is based on primary data gathered from multiple different sources, including evidence that was used in trial, specially requested interview recordings and transcripts, as well as information provided by police SIO’s for terrorism investigations.

The main findings of the study (Behr et al., 2013) have previously been briefly mentioned, but arguably the key aspects of the study are the conclusions that the internet facilitates the acceleration process of mass radicalisation, as well as increases the opportunity for individuals to self-radicalise. Although the latter point is clarified in the report (Behr et al., 2013) as not being directly seen when looking at their 15 particular cases, the study referred to incidents where young individuals despite having no contact both virtually or physically, had self-radicalised themselves by viewing illegally published propaganda online. 

An example of this would be the relatively recent case of Harry Vaughan in 2020 (Simone, 2020). The story (Simone, 2020) explains that the son of a House of Lords clerk, and a school teacher, Harry aged 18 was a privately educated  A*, A-level student, who pleaded guilty to 14 terrorism offences and 2 offences relating to possession of indecent images. The report (Simone, 2020) further states how the individual became radicalised after viewing illegal content from a banned terrorist organisation, and after becoming inspired, started to create his own propaganda images, with the story supporting the findings of the Behr (et al., 2013) study, demonstrating how despite having no virtual or physical contact, self-radicalisation can occur through the internet.

Although self-radicalisation is an aspect touched on in the study by Behr (et al., 2013), traditional radicalisation involving communication, conversation, and eventual radicalisation is discussed by Conway (2016). Conway (2016) observes that many academic literature in the current space provide sceptical and sometimes dismissive analysis of the role of the internet in the radicalisation process, but in their literature, Conway (2016) refers to the influx of "Jihadi brides" between the years 2014-16, where in 2015 alone over 550 women and girls left western Europe for Syria after reports of all of these individuals receiving calls from various aspects of the online ISIS propaganda machine to migrate and join the "caliphate" in Syria.

Furthermore, additional research by Boehnke (et al., 2020) investigated 88 studies on the role of the internet in the case of both right wing extremism and radical jihadism, with Boehnke (et al., 2020) noting that both their own research, as well as current existing research conducted by other authorities, have neglected and have not sufficiently investigated the actual users of extreme sites, but provides a framework for potential future avenues should research wish to be conducted in this area. This acknowledgement made by Boehnke (et al., 2020) provides the justification and mandate to investigate such a grey academic area.

[bookmark: _Toc71135979]2.4 Religious Factors and Associations
With regards to religious factors surrounding radicalisation, Wolffe (2015) states that despite religious ideology being connected to terrorist incidents since the turn of the century, Wolffe (2015) claims that religion can play an ambivalent role to national security, noting that in some situations it can strengthen and promote security within communities, and in other situation in can be a threat to security. 

The literature by Wolffe (2015) makes the claim that there is no simple and tangible link between dangerous religious ideas and violent action, or in other words there is no clear cause and effect, but simply a vast combination of circumstances, individual and personal characteristics, as well as surrounding social triggers that can lead to radicalisation.

Another piece of academic literature that has informed and provided greater context around religious factors engaged with radicalisation is the Youth Justice Board review of research evidence surrounding religious extremism, written by Christmann (2012). The literature (Christmann, 2012) provides many suggested theories such as Moghaddam’s (2007) "The Staircase to Terrorism" and McCauley and Moskalenko (2012) "12 Mechanisms of Political Radicalisation", and reviews the studies in a structured and clear systematic process, with many other academic literature continuously referring to this literature when investigating this sensitive topic. As a result of the discovered research surrounding religious factors and associations as well as it's sensitivity as a topic, such a subject area will not be further explored in this dissertation.
 
[bookmark: _Toc71135980]2.5 Conclusion
This chapter has now achieved objective one: To critically research and analyse previous and current academic literature and understanding surrounding student radicalisation, the role of the internet and universities. A full Resource Matrix breakdown can be viewed in Appendix A of the dissertation.

To conclude, under this section of the dissertation, the literature review has informed and made clear the varying components of radicalisation as well as areas of academic thought surrounding this issue. Furthermore, it has become evident by both personal research observations whilst reading, but also by authors such as Boehnke (et al., 2020) that there is clear grey area with regards to academic input surrounding the precise characteristics of terrorist perpetrators, or to be more specific, there is little to no acknowledgment other than the very first of investigations conducted by Miller and Russell (1983) of terrorist perpetrators respective ages, despite the fact that it appears that the majority of recent terror attacks have been committed by a younger and more student based generation of individuals, a generation of individuals that as established by Davey (et al., 2016), are more prone to mental health complications, as well as feelings of loneliness and vulnerability, factors that are known to contribute to radicalisation within prisons (Acheson, 2016).

The next chapter of this dissertation will seek to identify the methodology that will be the most appropriate and suitable to conduct primary research surrounding the observed gaps witnessed within the literature review.

[bookmark: _Toc71135981]Chapter 3 - Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc71135982]3.0 Introduction
The previous chapter of the dissertation achieved objective one of this study after analysing key existing literature surrounding the topic of student radicalisation. This chapter of the dissertation seeks to achieve objective two of the dissertation which is: To identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the sensitive topic of student radicalisation. 

Research is the process of increasing one's awareness and knowledge surrounding a particular topic or interest (Collis and Hussey, 2014; Saunders et al., 2016), with Bryman (2016) further noting there are typically two main types of research: primary and secondary. Primary research is described by Bryman (2016) as information personally collected by an individual and gathered for an individual or specific purpose or intention, whereas secondary research is information obtained from previous studies conducted by someone else with their own research intention. Due to there being an academic gap surrounding the specific research question of student radicalisation - as established in chapter two - primary research will be required to assist in answering the project's question. To ensure better understanding of the research process this chapter will now state the intended methodology of this research project.

[bookmark: _Toc71135983]3.1 The Research Onion
When looking at research techniques regarding the collection of primary data, one of the most used methods in academic writing is to follow "The Research Onion" created by Saunders (et al., 2016).
[image: C04NF001]








Figure 3.1 - Annotated Diagram - The Research Onion (Source: Saunders et al., 2016)

The diagram shown in Figure 3.1 shows the chosen research process for this dissertation, with each layer showing a specific research technique.

[bookmark: _Toc71135984]3.1.1 Research Philosophy
The outer layer or "Research Philosophies" refers to the style or type of research angle a researcher might take when conducting a project, as well as what assumptions the research author may have about a specific field of study (Saunders et al., 2019).
"Interpretive" is the philosophical approach that will be taken for this research project as Bryman (2016) states that an interpretive approach can be used to understand human behaviour by looking in depth at subjective qualitative data to potentially provide an explanation of actions of certain individuals, with Saunders (et al., 2019) further explaining that this approach is also used when either creating a new or enhancing an existing academic understanding, with this research project aiming to cover areas of social science as opposed to hard and fast concrete statistics or new definitive universal "laws" that may be seen in positivism or quantitative designs (Saunders et al., 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc71135985]3.1.2 Research Approach
As evidenced in Figure 3.1 by Saunders (et al., 2016), there are two types of "Research Approaches" that are most commonly used in academic writing. Bryman (2016) illustrates the key differences between the research approaches and states that a deductive study begins with a theory, with the researcher’s goal behind their study being  to either prove or disprove their initial theory or hypothesis, whereas an inductive study, Bryman (2016) explains is essentially the opposite, where a researcher may notice or come across findings and then set out to collect data and possibly come to a conclusion as to why a phenomena exists.
Therefore, an "Inductive" research approach will be used for this research project, with Figure 3.1.2 by Bryman (2016) demonstrating the previously mentioned differences between Deductive and Inductive approaches, with the aim of this particular project being to develop a better understanding of why it appears that many terrorist individuals are of a younger, student based generation.
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Figure 3.1.2 - Deductive and Inductive Approaches to the Relationship Between Theory and Research (Source: Bryman, 2016)

[bookmark: _Toc71135986]3.1.3 Research Strategy and Choice
Although the research strategy for this research project was initially planned to be a "Mixed Method" approach, due to the sensitivity as well as the in-depth nature of this particular project, the research strategy will now be "Mono-Method" in nature, with an emphasis on expert data collection in the form of qualitative interviews.
Through conducting "Survey" interviews with various individuals and organisations, information can be obtained from varying view-points and allow different perspectives to inform the research project when analysing findings or coming to a research conclusion. Furthermore, the participants of these interviews were retired former counter-terrorism police officers, as well as individuals from the higher education environment in the form of student support officers and former university students who are now police recruits in training. Interviewing individuals from a variety of backgrounds and experiences better informed and enabled the research project to gain insight into a variety of different perspectives, from police, university, and student level and further demonstrated the need for an interpretive research philosophical approach.
[bookmark: _Toc71135987]3.1.4 Time Horizon
The final aspect of the research onion that is important to note is "Time Horizons" which illustrates how long research collection can take (Saunders et al., 2016). Due to this being a small study "Cross-sectional" is the most appropriate time horizon as it also leaves opportunity for further future study.
[bookmark: _Toc71135988]3.1.5 Techniques: Data Collection and Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc71135989]3.1.5.1 Data Collection
Due to time constraints and individual circumstances, the data collection regarding the qualitative interviews took place in the form of an interview sheet sent to participants with pre-written questions. A blank copy of the interview sheet can be viewed in Appendix B of the dissertation.
[bookmark: _Toc71135990]3.1.5.2 Sampling - Interview Design and Matrix Analysis
The researcher conducted six interviews as part of the research collection, each participant was an individual chosen due to their expertise and experience with the subject matter, demonstrating a non-probability or non-random sample of participants.
A Literature Review and Interview Question Matrix Analysis can be viewed in Appendix C of the dissertation.
[bookmark: _Toc71135991]3.1.5.3 Data Analysis
The data obtained from the primary research gathered by the interviews was planned be analysed using the software NVivo. However, due to technical issues this was not possible so alternative software and methods of analysis was used. After inputting a transcript of the interviews conducted, software was used to help identify themes and elements presented in the various accounts observed in the transcribed interviews. The interview transcripts can be found in Appendix D.

[bookmark: _Toc71135992]3.2 Reliability and Validity
Saunders (et al., 2007) explains that reliability of data is observed when results are consistently obtained using the same method of gathering information, with validity meaning the data collected is in fact valid, accurate, and academically agreed upon. Bryman (2016) also states that the reliability of a research project is vital in ensuring whether the results of a particular study can be repeated or if the study itself is repeatable. Bryman (2016) further states validity of a project is crucial with regards to the integrity of the conclusions made in a study, with Bryman (2016) arguing that when it comes to qualitative data, the important aspects of this type of data is: Credibility (parallels internal validity), Transferability (parallels external validity), Dependability (parallels reliability),and, Confirmability (parallels objectivity), with expert interviews fitting these aspects.

[bookmark: _Toc71135993]3.3 Limitations
Due to time constraints complete analysis of data will be impossible however to minimise any issues a Gantt chart was created to assist in organisation time with regards to data analysis. Additionally, as the pandemic has resulted in work more frequently being done at home, individual’s availability may vary as well as some individuals inability to download the interview sheet, edit, and return being entirely possible and down to technological circumstance and individuals IT capabilities. 
Furthermore, sensitivity around the topic of student radicalisation found the participation of charitable organisations to be difficult  to be obtained and ultimately resulted in the participants being from the previously stated policing and university backgrounds.

[bookmark: _Toc71135994]3.4 Ethical Considerations
When conducting such a sensitive research project ethical considerations are of utmost importance which is why a thorough ethics form was completed prior to the start of the project to ensure every possible aspect of the project was approved. When collection of  primary data occurred, prior to any form of participation, participants were informed on the nature of the project as well as how their participation would be utilised when it came to data analysis. As stated within the approved ethics form from UWTSD, participation was voluntary and the right to withdraw or reject participation was maintained throughout the project. Although qualitative interviews allow a more open dialogue between researcher and participant, the right of anonymity was maintained to ensure the privacy of individuals who were willing to give their time to assist in the project and all personal information was kept confidential and anonymised as well as stored on a password protected device.

[bookmark: _Toc71135995]3.5 Conclusion
This chapter has successfully identified and demonstrated the most suitable and appropriate form of methodology used for the dissertation as well as achieved objective two of the project. The next chapter of the dissertation will present and analyse the data collected during the collection phase of the research project.



[bookmark: _Toc71135996]Chapter 4 - Data Analysis and Findings
[bookmark: _Toc71135997]4.0 Introduction
The previous chapter of the dissertation outlined every aspect of the methodology for the research project using the model provided by Saunders (et al., 2016) as well as achieved objective two of the dissertation. This chapter of the dissertation will attempt to provide the findings of the project following the collection of primary research and will attempt to analyse the data that has been gathered. This chapter will also seek to achieve objective three of the dissertation which is: To conduct primary research and analyse the data collected to better understand the themes and views of experts towards student radicalisation.

As previously stated, an unanswered and blank copy of the interview sheet can be found in Appendix B and presents the questions asked in the interview, as well as who the targeted participants of the interview were, individuals from: policing, higher education, or charitable backgrounds and organisations. 

The interview document was emailed to twenty different individuals and organisations and had a total of six expert participants that had experience dealing with either students, radicalisation or terrorists, with participants often having experience with all three areas. As a result of the size limitations of this undergraduate dissertation, six expert participants is more than enough of a sample size to analyse. Due to the limitations on word count, only a total of four themes can be analysed from the full interview analysis matrix table of participant responses, which can be found in Appendix E and will be represented and made reference to when considering themes later in the chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc71135998]4.1 Data Analysis
Data analysis put simply is the process of going through, organising and pulling information from a large quantity of data that has been gathered to allow any patterns or themes to become clearer, with consistent or similar answers potentially pointing towards an answer for a research question. The data analysis throughout this chapter will continually seek to address the research question that has been consistently mentioned throughout the research project: "Are students more vulnerable to radicalisation?".

[bookmark: _Toc71135999]4.2 Method for Analysis
Due to the data being qualitative in nature, it was important to find a method of analysis that could identify themes and similar answers when sifting through the data. As the data was collected via an interview sheet, a transcript of answers from participants was easily collected and compiled into a single document, with each individual given a P or Participant number, to assist in going through the data.

[bookmark: _Toc71136000]4.3 Analysis of Qualitative Data Gathered from Interviews
To assist with the analysis of the large quantity of information present in the six total transcripts, the use of online tools such as NVivo were attempted but due to technological issues, were unable to be used. Therefore, alternatives tools similar to NVivo’s text search query or additional features such as word clouds were utilised and still enabled themes to be found easier as well as gather an overall view of experts regarding the issue of student radicalisation, with four key themes being discovered.

[bookmark: _Toc71136001]4.4 Theme One: Age Demographic of Most Susceptible to Radicalisation
Early on in the interview every participant was asked to state what they believe is the age demographic that would be most likely to be vulnerable or susceptible to manipulation or radicalisation, a display of these answers can be seen in Figure 4.4 below.
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/uf-cHmmwiSoCT5263WQByAgHhE8VRvQQ0pr9sCJeU2SshEU-xZfi4EmskJBnPCYsdqBQ2bAR2dAmtHtajPP-sRzX2Jqfw4Nk83k7suLGA93FtzZNloZQbSsILAWKirbA-pEdt9Ua]
Figure 4.4 - Age Demographic of Most Susceptible to Radicalisation according to Participants

Following a compilation of all the answers given, a clear theme or age range emerges. Based on the answers given by the six experts, the average estimated age of radicalised individuals would be 22 years old, an age that fits within the classification of "student age generations" stated by HESA (2019) in chapter two as being 18-30 years old, with the age range of 21-24 year olds in fact comprising 29% of the university student population, with the only larger category being 20 and under and making up 40% of the student population (HESA, 2019).

This factor and introductory aspect of the findings presented within this theme is one of many that support the theories and observations found in chapter two of the research project, with the average age of radicalised individuals according to expert participants for this research project seemingly fitting under the classification of HESA's (2019) "student age generations" which therefore also potentially coincides with the statement made by Miller and Russell (1983) when describing the possibility of universities as being “major recruiting grounds for terrorists”.

[bookmark: _Toc71136002]4.5 Theme Two: Universities - Factor in Student Radicalisation?
With regards to the potential role of universities in the process of radicalisation, participants did not entirely agree on the analysis presented by Miller and Russell (1983). 
	Do you Agree or Disagree with Miller and Russell (1983) where they state that Universities are "Major Recruiting Grounds for Terrorists"? Please state why.

	Participant Number
	Agree / Disagree

	1
	Agree

	2
	Agree

	3
	Disagree

	4
	Disagree

	5
	Agree

	6
	Agree



Figure 4.5 - Table Showing Whether Experts Agree or Disagree with the views of Universities and Radicalisation

As seen in Figure 4.5, for the most part, 4 out of 6 or 66.67% agreed with Miller and Russell (1983), with one participant stating universities can in fact provide opportunities for radicalisers to engage with people who may be vulnerable, people such as young students in a campus away from home who may not necessarily have found their social setting. Another participant who was a former counter terrorism officer even stated that in their experience there are even universities in the UK that are known to have a reputation as a recruiting ground for terrorists should they be in a densely Asian populated area as radicalisers often infiltrate Muslim communities and universities to seek out potential personnel. 

Alternatively, some participants stated they disagreed, citing the pandemic as an example of how despite universities being unable to traditionally operate, radicalisation has still occurred as a participant stated there is now a greater share of loneliness which may increase the susceptibility of individuals to be manipulated or radicalised online. 

Despite one participant stating they believed universities were not recruiting grounds as radicalisation has still taken place within the pandemic, interestingly, a participant that agreed with the concept of universities being a radicalisation hotspot similarly cited the pandemic as an example but instead stated how in person, universities have the Prevent strategy to abide by and ensure radicalisation does not occur. However, since the change to digital learning, the traditional social barriers of Prevent have been removed, with students being able to join lectures, communicate anonymously and leave with little to no monitoring, with the participant stating there is now no form of policing or regulation since the move to online learning due to the use of technology, therefore increasing the likelihood of would-be student recruiters to seek out individuals studying at university.

This specific question surrounding universities is the only question where experts had noticeable differing views, with the remainder of the analysis within this chapter generally having consistent or similar views surrounding different themes, an example of this shared view would be whether the internet has had an impact on radicalisation.

[bookmark: _Toc71136003]4.6 Theme Three: Has the Internet had an Impact on Student Radicalisation?
Across the board when this question was asked to participants there was a clear view on this matter and that is, absolutely yes. Each participant cited examples where suspected individuals following an arrest were found to be in possession of illegal material downloaded from the internet, with other participants stating similar findings to those presented by Behr (et al., 2013) in chapter two, in how the internet is described as an "echo chamber" and can allow the voice of radicalisation to reach out and find people.

Alongside the common mention of the use of the internet by IS (Islamic State) and AQ (Al Qaeda), participants also made reference to the actions of Anders Breivik and other far right individuals or organisations, specifically how Breivik made use of the internet before his terror attack to both write and send his 1,500 page manifesto to over 1,000 email addresses without ever having to physically write or share it (Roache, 2019).

As well as the ability to freely communicate at an anonymous level through the internet, participants also mentioned how radicalised individuals after viewing illegal propaganda showing and presenting terrorist actions as acts of heroes, terrorist "cookbooks" and other manuals can be found to instruct any individual on how to make improvised explosives, with the dark web and the internet itself providing little to no jurisdiction for a Government or counter terrorism unit to fully police and prevent the spread of such content, thus enabling the internet to be further abused.

In summary, it was widely stated that not only does the internet impact radicalisation by enabling often anonymous global communication instantaneously, but it also goes a step further by being a tool utilised by terrorist organisations to issue orders, "inspire the masses" and enable the vast sharing of information, information that can manipulate and influence people who have access to the internet, with the most likely targeted candidates or individuals having access to the internet - as seen within this pandemic, as well as the popularity of social media - being students or student generation individuals (Tankovska, 2021). 

[bookmark: _Toc71136004]4.7 Theme Four: Mental Health - Identifying and Common Traits of Radicalised Individuals - Attractiveness or Cause of Student Radicalisation
The following Figure 4.7 is a compilation of the most frequently used words utilised by expert participants of the research collection when answering both Question 5 and Question 9 of the interview -  which as stated can found in Appendix B -  when asked to describe a typical radicalised individual, as well as what were most likely contributing factors to their recruitment.

[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/_9suhVPwzq5EePivId2yKQwY6UB7r0dXTW5tEzyPLMKLhrUQk2lpZBbjmh0fxzher4YSZiGiuhZVSbmQBhObzH_s4U8AhZDCqhzzGTT5LhSM1nba7SgVQcQE5-6Zp5TyviSumkaY]
Figure 4.7 - Keys Words Used by Expert Participants

The most prominent word used to describe radicalised individuals was variations of young, in the form of: youthful, teen, naive, immature, adolescence and lack of life experience, respectively. The frequency at which variations of the stated term occurred is five out of the six total interviews, with a usage of 83.3% by participants, demonstrating a shared view by participants that radicalised individuals are typically considered young and potentially student individuals.

Additionally, terms such as: isolation, lonely, depressed, confused, as well as mentions of potential mental health issues and vulnerability, were commonly used to describe traits of radicalised individuals by the participants. This aspect found in the data collection also correlates with research analysed within chapter two of the research project, with previously mentioned research such as Neumann and Rogers’ (2007) research into how these feelings of isolation or vulnerability are often the jumping-off point for radical thought, with the corner of society most likely to experience these emotions once again being students, with Davey (et al., 2016) previously stating students are the most at risk group of mental illness with 78% of students in 2015 admitting to having experienced the same issues as those mentioned by the participants in the interview.

Furthermore, when participants were asked which is more of an attractive asset for terrorists: mental health complications of students, or, the ease and access through the internet to young people, every participant stated they believed both were just as appealing to recruiters.

Explanation behind participants stating both factors are just as equal, can be illustrated by looking at an answer given by Participant 1 seen in Figure 4.7.1.

“I think it’s a mixture of both. Student life begins at 18-19 and previous to this they may have led a very sheltered life. Some take a long time to adjust to the new found independence and can be vulnerable to a dominant, persuasive figure whether that be in person or online. It's also a time for experimenting and a time where research into different idealism can take place.”

Figure 4.7.1 - Participant 1’s answer to Question 9 of the Interview

Another example and explanation can be found when looking at the brief idea given in Figure 4.7.2 by Participant 6 where they at the end of their answer gave the following steps to explain how both factors feed into each other:

“Lonely and Naive Individuals with Poor Mental Health > Uses the Internet to Make Friends or Find Similar People > Becomes Vulnerable and at Risk of Radicalisation by Terrorists.”

Figure 4.7.2 - Participant 6's partial answer to Question 9 of the Interview

[bookmark: _Toc71136005]4.8 Matrix Analysis of Qualitative Data from Expert Interviews
A full matrix analysis table of the interviews can be found at Appendix E of the dissertation.

[bookmark: _Toc71136006]4.9 Result of Findings
As a result of analysing the qualitative interviews key themes have emerged that directly correlate with similar findings discovered in chapter two of the research project.

Theme one, the estimated age demographic of the most susceptible to radicalisation is clearly directly correlated with the age of university students being between 18-30, with an average estimated age of radicalisation being 22 years old according to data extracted from participant responses, representing 29% of the student population.

Theme two, it is the belief of both academics and experts that universities can be a factor in radicalisation, to such an extent that certain universities have a reputation to have radicalised students or have terrorists commit attacks following university education.

Theme three, it is almost universally agreed upon that the internet is used as a multi-tool for radicalisation and terrorism purposes, with the sharing of propaganda, opportunity for recruitment, sharing of terrorism manuals and communication previously being required to take place in person, but now the internet eliminates such a risk for individuals to allow seamless and instantaneous communication with anyone on the planet, regardless of distance. Combined with the internet’s popularity and vast usage by younger generations of society that fit within the previously established student generations, the internet is an asset and weapon that can be dangerous for students should terrorists seek vulnerable individuals.

Finally, theme four, based on previous themes and findings there is arguably a higher risk of radicalisation should certain students meet now fairly common criteria of: mental health issues, isolated or lonely university experience, and, access to the internet where unfiltered or unrestricted views can be expressed such as forums or content such as extremist political, religious or ideological propaganda.

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/YC-fl7GXcJ53JxjTt7r243kD55CoLOduGGDIbpp6qiyZ2HalKXIJ_EfIDkhhaO6dVdCi-6nDZOaN1WO-D0IcGuXiTSwz-HTihSQxSGoA7k0oKuU0HLEujha7d_rsR8nO3fLHVu3o]
Figure 4.9 - Student Radicalisation Theme Illustration
The above Figure 4.9 demonstrates the four key factors that the findings suggest contribute to student radicalisation.

[bookmark: _Toc71136007]4.10 Conclusion
This chapter has successfully presented the findings of the research project derived from the primary data collection in the form of qualitative expert interviews. This chapter has also completed objective three of the dissertation by identifying the key themes and considerations surrounding the topic of student radicalisation by analysing the responses of expert participants.

The next and final chapter of the dissertation will conclude the research project, discuss the implications, and potentially seek to provide recommendations surrounding the issue of student radicalisation, as well as answer the question: Are Students More Vulnerable to Radicalisation?



[bookmark: _Toc71136008]Chapter 5 - Conclusion and Recommendations
[bookmark: _Toc71136009]5.0 Introduction
The previous chapters of the dissertation have guided the research project through the introductory, research, planning, and analysis phases of the research project, with the most recent chapter presenting the analysis and findings of primary data collected through the qualitative interviews. Throughout the project chapters have achieved the set objectives and this chapter will seek to achieve the final objective of the dissertation; To provide recommendations surrounding the discovered key issues of student radicalisation.

This chapter will also provide a conclusion surrounding the research question of; “Are students more vulnerable to radicalisation?”, as well as highlight both the limitations of this particular project but also the potential avenues for future academic research in this area.

[bookmark: _Toc71136010]5.1 Completion and Achievement of Objectives
1. To critically research and analyse previous and current academic literature and understanding surrounding student radicalisation, the role of the internet and universities.
An analysis of existing literature was successfully carried out within Chapter Two.
2. To identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the sensitive topic of student radicalisation.
This was achieved in Chapter Three of the dissertation after discovering the research gap identified in Chapter Two, with qualitative expert interviews being the most appropriate.
3. To conduct primary research and analyse the data collected to better understand the themes and views of experts towards student radicalisation.
Objective three was achieved in Chapter Four following an analysis of data and the discovery of four key themes.
4. To provide recommendations surrounding the discovered key issues of student radicalisation.
This final objective will be achieved within this Chapter Five.

[bookmark: _Toc71136011]5.2 Main Findings
As previously mentioned in chapter four, many of the findings of the project support the established understandings highlighted in the literature analysed in chapter two. 

Firstly, although it is no fault of the universities themselves, it appears some universities seemingly can and do play a role or contribute to the radicalisation of students. This finding is a result of many experts within the interviews citing youth and mental health complications - which are common for individuals studying at university (Davey et al., 2016) - as major factors in the potential exploitability of those that become radicalised, with 66.67% of interviewed experts agreeing with Miller and Russell’s (1983) claim that universities are “major recruiting grounds for terrorists”.

Secondly, the internet does assist in the process of radicalisation. This finding is similarly supported by academic research but also primary data collected from the interviews, with every expert participant stating the internet plays a role as there have been many examples of young terrorist suspects having downloaded illegal propaganda or manuals from the internet, as well as having been initially radicalised online. 

This is troubling as a recent global internet usage analysis conducted by the London School of Economics & Political Science (2017), found that 40% of the world’s population uses social media. With regards to the UK, Statista (Tankovska, 2021) states that in 2019, 97% of 16-24 year olds and 93% of 25-34 year olds had social media profiles, which means 97% and 93% of 16-24 and 25-34 year olds are potentially reachable through the internet, a statistic that demonstrates how the internet can be used as a tool to radicalise students, students that according to the findings of chapter four, on average are most likely to be radicalised at the age of 22, make up 29% of the student population, and are in the category of students that have 97% social media usage. With these factors in mind it becomes clear how the internet can be exploited for terrorist and radicalisation purposes.

Finally, students are more vulnerable to radicalisation. This finding can be concluded based on the combination of various factors and their associated complications that have been addressed both in the literature review and project findings, with these factors being the combination of; age (youth), mental health, university, and the internet, all seemingly enhancing factors that may lead to the increased likelihood of radicalisation, based on the established evidence stated in the project throughout.

[bookmark: _Toc71136012]5.3 Recommendations
The following recommendations are based entirely on the perspective drawn from the various discoveries and findings made whilst conducting the research project and expert interviews.

Firstly, the UK’s Prevent strategy needs to do more. Consistently throughout the research project there has been little to no mention by academics and experts of the merit, usefulness and effectiveness of the strategy. 

When asked in the interview whether participants believed the Prevent strategy was effective, many noted that although it clearly has stopped incidents from occurring, there are large gaps that need to be filled. Identified gaps and errors include: 

· Clarification surrounding the role of universities in the Prevent guidance. 

· Lack of relationship between communities and Prevent - should Prevent potentially impose responsibility on community groups such as youth programmes, mental health organisations and religious facilities like Mosques, where individuals are most likely to be involved with outside of their job or education?

·  Improve the regulation of the internet and the referral system as mistakes such as auto-correction of the word “Cucumber” to “Cooker bomb” resulting in referral can alienate those at risk of actual radicalisation.

Secondly, social media companies need to be more involved with stopping radicalisation. Currently under Prevent there needs to be a referral or a system flag for an individual to be a cause for concern, given the popularity of social media and internet search engines, larger cooperation and assistance may greatly reduce the issue and likelihood of student radicalisation.

Lastly, increase the support and mental health awareness for student radicalisation prevention both at universities and at home in daily life. Prior to and whilst conducting this project it is safe to say as a student the researcher was unaware of the volume of students throughout the country that had mental health issues, as well as how often academics and experts would strongly link radicalisation to mental health. As a Policing and Criminology student at university, this was a shock, let alone to individuals potentially outside of this academic or career interest and year in and year out simply just go to university with the intention to study and have fun. There is seemingly a large shadow that a light needs to be shined upon as no one is talking about the issue of student radicalisation and awareness of this clear issue may go a long way.

[bookmark: _Toc71136013]5.4 Limitations
The biggest limitation surrounding this research project without question has been the size of the project itself. Due to the dissertation being undergraduate level, there were many paths the project could have explored however due to size restrictions, the word count itself would not allow it.
Additional limitations include the sensitivity of the research project. In an ideal world primary research involving the participation of radicalised individuals would have offered unique insight into how they claim to have been radicalised and why. Although the opportunity to get the participation of individuals that took part was incredibly useful, a direct conversation, interview or analysis with a radicalised individual may have offered the greatest insight. Furthermore, due to the sensitivity of the topic, it is also why published academic writing is limited in scope, with the gap of current research surrounding the radicalisation of students providing room for this research project.

[bookmark: _Toc71136014]5.5 Future Research
Due to the substantial size of collected data only a small part could be analysed due to the time horizon of the project. However, should more longitudinal studies take place, or projects of a larger size wish to do similar research, student radicalisation is a rich area of potential academic study and understanding, with this project barely touching the tip of the theoretical iceberg with regards to this issue. 

[bookmark: _Toc71136015]5.6 Conclusion
This research project has successfully achieved the research aims and objectives but also answered the question: “Are Students More Vulnerable to Radicalisation”, as well as informed the reader how in depth the issue of student radicalisation can be.

This dissertation has presented key findings surrounding the issues involved with age, university, mental health and the internet, as well as what type of vulnerabilities, targeted students of radicalisation can posses.

Throughout the project the goal has been to identify key factors as to why it appears students are more vulnerable or susceptible to radicalisation or manipulation, with chapter one identifying the outside observations as well as the rationale of the project, chapter two compiling the existing relevant data surrounding this issue, chapter three outlining the most appropriate model for analysis, and chapter four and five presenting the findings of the research gathered and collected, alongside providing recommendations.

To conclude this project appropriately would be to highlight the real and actual issue of student radicalisation, and how as evidenced throughout, it can quite easily occur. It is important to note that there is room for further research in this area that can be done to better understand this issue, and arguably everyone would stand to benefit if this were to happen.
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	Harry Vaughan, son of a House of Lords clerk and a school teacher, privately educated and A*, A-level student convicted of terrorism offences after viewing online material and becoming self-radicalised.
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Independent Project Interview Document

Greetings, my name is Callum Samuel and I am a third year Policing and Criminology student with the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). If you are reading and have access to this document, it means I have previously been in contact with you regarding the potential and incredibly useful contribution you may provide for my dissertation, and I am very grateful for your time.

The desired participants of this interview are from a variety of backgrounds and experiences, therefore questions may appear to be written in different contexts to help assist and make the question relevant to your experiences. For example, potential participants include: Former police and counter terrorism officers, higher education and university student support officers, and local charity organisations that seek to prevent criminal indoctrination or extremist radicalisation. Due to participants current or former occupations varying, questions may be more suited towards other experiences, however, I kindly ask that you still attempt to answer each question in any context that makes sense to you.

Finally, it cannot be understated how useful and impactful any information you provide will be for my research project, you may answer or skip any and all questions, and provide as much or as little detail as you wish, any contribution is greatly appreciated and I can only thank you for your generosity and your time.



This section simply seeks to frame a brief context to gage the background of participants, all answers relating to personal information will be anonymised and not included in any submitted or published works. In a traditional interview, this would be a small chat or section not included in the recorded and documented interview and would simply be used to frame questions around.. 

You reserve the right to not answer any questions within the document, including the first 3 which will not be recorded outside of professional correspondence, however, experience or job title at the very least would provide great insight and assist when analysing data.

Participant Name: 

Participant Age: 

*Participant Current or Former Occupational Experience or Job Title: 

*(In relation to participating in this interview. E.g: Former police officer, university student support officer or member of a charitable organisation).


Should additional space be required, continue to type and the table will expand to accommodate, do not consider the boundaries as a target or a limit for word count.




	Question 1. How would you define the process or meaning of “Radicalisation”?

	Please answer below.





	Question 2. Based on your current or former experiences, what age demographic would you consider to be the most susceptible to radicalisation, or the most vulnerable to manipulation? 

	Please answer below.





	Question 3. Why do you think this particular* age group/demographic are more susceptible or vulnerable to radicalisation/manipulation? - *Answer given in Question 2.

	Please answer below.










	Question 4. As far back as 1983, Miller and Russell identified universities as “major recruiting grounds for terrorists”. Given the advancements in technology and natural change within society, would you agree or disagree with this historical academic identification/prediction? 

Please state why you agree or disagree with this statement.

	Please answer below.






















	Question 5. This question relates to specific occupational experience, with multiple versions of the same question being asked, please answer in accordance to the most appropriate scenario or individual that you may have or still are most likely to deal with.

In your occupational experience, what age, characteristics or identifying traits do:



A. Suspected or confirmed and arrested terrorist / radicalised individuals, typically possess?



B. Students of concern / suspected radicalised students, typically possess?



C. Individuals that have been referred to your organisation, typically possess?



Characteristics or traits referring to: Demeanour, intellect level, upbringing, or general attitude presented when dealing with them.

Are there through-line themes - Loneliness? Isolation? Religion? Political Beliefs? Etc. Describe the most common or consistent type of individual you would most likely deal with.

	Please answer below.





	Question 6. Do you think the internet has had an impact on radicalisation or manipulation of young people? 

Please state your views on this debate, if you have any.

	Please answer below.




































	Question 7. Since the year 2000, every terrorist incident within the United Kingdom, with the exception of 3 incidents, have been committed by individuals under the age of 30 at the time of the attack. 

According to the organisation “Higher Education Student Statistics”, the age range of 18-30 are considered “student generations”, where the majority of university students are within this age category. Therefore, 20 out of 23 attacks, or 87% of terrorist incidents since the year 2000 were committed by “student generation” individuals, with the majority of perpetrators being under the age of 25 and having received some form of higher or university level education.

With these facts and statistics in mind, why do you think this is the case? Do you think there are a variety of contributing factors, or just a few? 

Please state your views on this situation, if you have any.

	Please answer below.














	Question 8. Since the creation of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015, universities have had a responsibility under the Prevent strategy to demonstrate: “due regard to the need to prevent individuals from being drawn into terrorism” whilst studying at university.

How effective do you think the Prevent strategy has been to stop the radicalisation of students? 

Despite the Prevent strategy, do you think students and young people are still vulnerable or susceptible to radicalisation whilst studying at university? 

With social media being popular amongst the younger generations, do you think there are potential gaps or flaws to this strategy? 

Please state your views on this potential issue, if you have any.

	Please answer below.












	Question 9. When it comes to radicalisation in prisons, Acheson in 2016 found that feelings of loneliness and isolation from prisoners were contributing factors that aided in the radicalisation of inmates. According to the National Union of Students, in 2015, 78% of students experienced mental health issues, with similar feelings of loneliness and isolation being observed.

Furthermore, the most recent internet usage analysis took place in 2017 by the London School of Economics & Political Science, and found that of the 7.5 billion world population at the time, 2.89 billion people had active social media accounts, which equaled roughly 40% of the world population in 2017 having social media. This statistic alongside many case studies such as the famous Bethnal Green Trio (When 3 girls including Shamima Begum from London, left the UK and Europe alongside 550 other European girls to join ISIS), demonstrate how virtual radicalisation can take place over the internet without ever meeting face-to-face.

Bearing the previously stated information in mind, along with your own knowledge and experience, in your view, what do you think is the biggest asset to terrorist organisations that seek to radicalise and recruit individuals to their organisation, the speed and accessibility of the internet, or the isolation, mental health complications or potential naivety of university students and young people?

Do you think one is more of an attractive quality than another, or do you think both are equally appealing for such organisations? 

Please state your views on this situation, if you have any.

	Please answer below.





	Final, Question 10. In your expert opinion and experience: Are Students More Vulnerable to Radicalisation?

Please state your final views on this topic.

	Please answer below.









Following the completion of Question 10 and once you are contempt with your answers throughout, please save your version of this document, and then please email a completed copy of this interview, back to the address you were initially contacted by, for clarity it will be the student address: 1801402@student.uwtsd.ac.uk



To the participant of this research collection,

We have now reached the end of this unique style of interview, and I would like to very much take this opportunity to thank you for participating. The answers to this interview will greatly assist in my analysis for the research project and will form the backbone of the research findings and conclusion, so your contribution and my gratitude cannot be accurately put into words.

The deadline for this research project is quickly approaching and the final submission will be on the 7th of May, should you wish to know how your contribution assisted with the research project you may contact me on my university email which is the same email address previously mentioned, at: 1801402@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
Once the deadline has passed and the dissertation has been marked, I will be more than happy to send you a copy of the completed project should you be interested.

Whether this is our last correspondence or the last for now, I would once again like to take this opportunity to thank you for your participation, it has been a privilege to gain such unique and expert insight into such a sensitive topic.

Thank you for all your help,

Callum Samuel.



[bookmark: _Toc71136020]Appendix C  - Literature Review and Interview Question Matrix
	Questions in Interview
	Relation to Chapter Two

	Data Collection
 i: Participant Name
ii: Participant Age
iii: Participant Current or Former Occupational Experience or Job Title
	These data collection questions were asked in the event that participant demographic or experience were to be analysed.

	Q1. How would you define the process or meaning of “Radicalisation”?
	Perry (2004) described searching for an agree upon definition of terrorism was like finding the Holy Grail. Therefore, this was an important question to ensure participants had the same or similar definition of radicalisation.

	Q2. What age demographic would you consider to be the most susceptible to radicalisation, or the most vulnerable to manipulation?
	Darden's (2019) "Tackling Terrorists' Exploitation of Youth" and Miller and Russell's (1983) claim of universities being a recruiting grounds. Alongside case studies of Harry Vaughan (Simone, 2020).

	Q3. Why do you think this particular age group/demographic are more susceptible or vulnerable to radicalisation/manipulation?
	
N/A - Continuation of Question 2.

	Q4. Do you agree or disagree that universities are major recruiting grounds for terrorists?
	
Miller and Russell (1983)

	Q5. In your occupational experience, what age, characteristics or identifying traits do: A. Terrorists, B. Students of Concern, and C. Suspected Manipulated People referred to a charity, possess?
	Acheson (2016) and Davey (et al., 2016) described characteristics of both radicalised prisoners and students with mental health issues.

	Q6. Do you think the internet has had an impact on radicalisation or manipulation of young people?
	Behr (et al., 2013), Conway (2016) and Simone (2020) refer to radicalisation over the internet.

	Q7. Why do you think 87% of terrorist incidents were committed by individuals under the age of 30? Do you think there are a variety of contributing factors, or just a few?
	Cobain (et al., 2017) refers to large volume of attacks committed by student generation individuals as well as terrorism timelines Appel (et al., 2019).

	Q8. How effective do you think the Prevent strategy has been to stop the radicalisation of students? Do you think more can be done for universities, and do you think the existence of the popularity of social media provides gaps in the strategy?
	Acheson (2016) radicalisation in prisons. Miller and Russell (1983) radicalisation in universities. As well as Whiting (2021) complaints of Prevent effectiveness.

	Q9. Do you think the loneliness and mental health issues of students, or the ease and access through the internet to young people, are more attractive qualities for terrorists? Is one more appealing than the other or are both equal?
	Many academics referenced  in Chapter Two cited both as issues (Behr et al., 2013; Cobain et al., 2017), it was important to ask participants which was more of an appeal. 

	Q10. Are Students more vulnerable to radicalisation?
	This is in fact the research question of the this project. As the goal of the literature review was to find existing literature surrounding the research topic and question, this is intrinsically linked.





[bookmark: _Toc71136021]Appendix D - Interview Transcripts
	Q1. How would you define the process or meaning of “Radicalisation”?

P1 - : “Radicalisation is a process by which a person comes to support terrorism and extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups.”

P2 - : “Radicalisation is the influencing of individuals, mainly young individuals into a way of thinking the way that the ‘radicaliser’ thinks, to justify the actions proposed or carried out in the name of the cause represented by the radicaliser.”

P3 - : “Radicalisation is the mechanism for an indoctrination of an extreme view by either use of either an individuals or groups collective thoughts. Whilst closely associated with Islamic views it has been used effectively throughout generations to persuade individuals of a collective thought. It becomes a single narrative.”

P4 - : “The changing of another’s beliefs to your ideology by subtle persuasion or the use of deception and underhand influences. It can include taking advantage of an individuals weakness or vulnerability to change their mindset and control their behaviour.”

P5 - : “In my eyes radicalisation is the act or process of causing someone to adopt extreme views on political or social issues.”

P6 - : “I would define the process/meaning of radicalisation as a process in which an individual comes to adopt extreme views over a span of time whether these views be linked to a political or religious ideology.”

	Q2. What age demographic would you consider to be the most susceptible to radicalisation, or the most vulnerable to manipulation?

P1 - : “I would not put an age demographic. It is just as easy to radicalise someone who comes from a very poor background, someone who is easily manipulated, someone who has very little to live for or someone who is lacking in a role model/father figure”

P2 - : “Young men 14 – 35yrs Young women 16 – 30 yrs”

P3 - : “Individuals who are young. Between 14-30 years”

P4 - : “16 to 25 years”

P5 - : “15-21 is where I believe they would be groomed into radicalisation, however I believe they may not act until 25-30s”

P6 - : “I would consider individuals in their teenage years to be the most susceptible to radicalisation or vulnerable to manipulation. In terms of an age range I would probably go with something like 14-22”

	Q3. Why do you think this particular age group/demographic are more susceptible or vulnerable to radicalisation/manipulation? 

P1 - : “Manipulation of the mind is easier on the vulnerable with the promise of a better future in the after life”

P2 - : “Young people are susceptible to listening to convincing and charismatic speakers and are seeking to decide political and religious allegiances whether it be left wing, right wing or nationalistic political beliefs or what’s right or wrong in the world on ideological or religious perspectives.”

P3 - : “The younger the individual the less impacted they are on individual experiences and perceived knowledge. Individuals rely heavily on advice from individuals they trust and have confidence in and this is younger persons.”

P4 - : “Their own view of the world and life experience has not fully developed, which can make them more susceptible to radical/rebellious ideology”

P5 - : “At 15 teenagers haven’t fully mentally developed, they have a desire to fit in and not stand out- if they haven’t got any friends and a group welcome them in- they are more likely to fall into the cycle of grooming.  At 18 or so, students typically head to university, they will have access to extreme material which if vulnerable may lead to radicalisation”

P6 - : “I believe this age group to be the most susceptible/vulnerable due to the fact that during these years individuals are in the formative years of their life and are therefore open to exploring their views and opinions. They may also lack awareness of the dangers they could be involved in when compared to an adult with a variety of life experience.”

	Q4. Do you agree or disagree that universities are major recruiting grounds for terrorists?

P1 - : “There are Universities and colleges that have a reputation as a recruiting ground for terrorists. Having worked in the UAE for the last 10 years on many occasions I have recommended certain UK Universities to prospective students only to be advised that they wouldn't consider them due to the behaviour / attitude of certain student groups and the influence of organisations such as the Muslim brotherhood who have infiltrated the densely Asian populated campuses”

P2 - : “I would agree. Universities provide opportunities for radicalisers to engage with people who may be vulnerable in as much as they may be away from home for the first time, be lonely, be without a role model etc.”

P3 - : “I would disagree. The impact of the pandemic has proved this as a greater percentage of individuals have been radicalised at home and through a shared isolationism with other individuals.”

P4 - : “Disagree. I believe the advancements with social media and the internet has now made radicalisation easier for those who influence.”

P5 - : “I agree with the statement however, I believe that it is now more challenging to be recruited, due to technological advancements (Blacklisted words etc) However, with most universities doing online classes, the monitoring aspect is almost entirely gone allowing anonymous and unregulated conversations to potentially occur.”

P6 - : “I would agree with this. Based on previous academic experience examining Cybercrime and Terrorism it was clear that a significant number of terrorists were in fact university students. However, I would add that given advancements in technology it is likely that social media also has a role to play in the recruitment of terrorists.”

	Q5. In your occupational experience, what age, characteristics or identifying traits do: A. Terrorists, B. Students of Concern, and C. Suspected Manipulated People referred to a charity, possess?

P1 - : “A - A hard lined inquisitive fanaticism in their faith and beliefs. A platform for sharing beliefs and a profound hatred of Western values. B - Literature on terrorist paraphernalia whether hard or soft. A social media account which professes his views. C - Links to other suspects through either meetings, phone records, emails  or social media.

I have dealt with the very intelligent, the true believer, the pathological liar and the patsy, the UK bred terrorist, the asylum seeker, the radical islamist, the far right wing fascist, the republican. All come across with an inability to see wrong”

P2 - : “A - Young, immature, depressed, loners. B - Loners, mix only with group of same ethnic/religious background. C - Mental Health issues.

Not poor, not uneducated, impressionable (an IRA suspect I interviewed once had certainly been influenced (or coerced) into carrying out a number of bombings by family pressure from in laws.
Irish terrorist (bomber) more likely to be working class working man than Islamist terrorist more likely to be student/white collar worker.”

P3 - : “A - Youthful age, extremely inquisitive and extremely open to strong opinion and doctrine. There are also individuals below this level who do not poses this quality but have a desire to follow an ideal without question. B - A radicalised student is young and extremely inquisitive and believes independently to have virtuose beliefs held with integrity. C - As above.

I dealt with both Irish, Islamic and domestic right wing terrorists and all three had different doctrine and characteristics which should be acknowledged. It is a difficult question to answer as much as would be to why individuals commit serious sexual assault. Nature or nurture!!!

I have arrested and interviewed many terrorists and many of them do have many different characteristics.

Abu Hamza extremely polite individual.

The group who had plotted to blow up 6 passenger planes on route to America vile individuals from the East End who were aggressive and violent.

Irish Terrorist. The ASU responsible for the bombs in Ealing , BBC and Birmingham,
Individuals of low intellect who were making money from diesel washing.

Saudi Terrorist who shot and wounded the BBC correspondent Frank Gardner. Extremely devout Muslims who believed they were acting under Islamic law.

There are not many common or consistent types I am afraid except being young. ”

P4 - : “Adolescence, late teens to early 20s, Low intellect, quiet, mostly lonely, didn’t go out much and used social media”

P5 - : “I have had the smart people who would have gone to university as the strongly opinionated and arrogant type, but also there have been others with low intellect and listened to propaganda and fake news to claim a sense of patriotism. I think i would describe these individuals as A - Youthful,  at risk or vulnerable quiet and reserved, fixated on extreme material, maybe owns some questionable propaganda. B - The same as above but may focus on presenting on certain topics in class. C - Definitely quiet, reserved at risk, maybe a history of social services. It’s difficult to put characteristics that apply to everyone.”

P6 - : “In my experience through my studies, especially an internship in which the case files of terrorists’ were examined, it was found that a large number of terrorists were young and seemingly looking for meaning in their life and as a result were often individuals who didn’t quite fit into society. As a result this left them vulnerable to radicalisation as they were often left feeling lonely and isolation and therefore susceptible/open to new experiences and individuals with ulterior motives. I’d describe them as: confused, naive, lonely, as having blind loyalty, being immature, and in the wrong crowd.”


	Q6. Do you think the internet has had an impact on radicalisation or manipulation of young people?

P1 - : “Yes in this day and age of social media/ internet and the dark web. Information is freely available especially in the UK where civil liberties are at a premium. Terrorist groups these days have their own social media outlets 'Inspire' Al Qaeda and 'Dabiq' Daeesh/ISIS so communication of ideals is a lot more accessible.
Terrorist cookbooks can be bought on line,terrorist outrages can be screened live.
It’s the age we live in and without proper policing/ vetting can only get worse.”

P2 - : “Yes – clear evidence to support IS and AQ use of media and internet for recruitment, planning radicalisation etc.”

P3 - : “Yes very much so and this is seen on many digital media products that are downloaded after the arrest or offence committed.

Be under no illusion the internet is the weapon of choice for Daesh and AQ especially in Africa currently. And the far right. Anders Brevik.

The Internet especially in Somalia and Nigeria has increased the level of organised Terrorism and the level of threat.

The use of the Internet by Mohammed Emwazi (Jihadi John) was a classic Daesh tactic and seen through the eyes of young Islamic fundamentalists it is clear how important it is. Many Muslims in countries such as the Maldives see individuals fighting in Syria against the Assad government as heroes. Having just travelled back from the Maldives even the Police see such individuals as victims and this is substantiated by the Internet.”

P4 - : “Yes, I believe that it is now a huge influencer in radicalisation and manipulation. It s also a tool used by political parties and campaign groups.”

P5 - : “Yes, it has allowed young people access to this material – however there is some hope that these websites are closely monitored.”

P6 - : “I believe that the internet has had an impact on the radicalisation/manipulation of young people. Whilst it cannot be said that the internet causes radicalisation, it can be said that it is certainly a valuable tool in the terrorists’ arsenal when it comes to recruitment, financing, and propaganda. The internet has essentially made terrorism far easier than it was prior to the internet with terrorists’ being able to communicate instantly from anywhere in the world. I would argue that the internet will see increasing use in the future for terrorism purposes and the radicalisation of young people.”

	Q7. Why do you think 87% of terrorist incidents were committed by individuals under the age of 30? Do you think there are a variety of contributing factors, or just a few?

P1 - : “A 'student generation' is very generic in terms of the age of those responsible for terrorist incidents. Of these 23 attacks how many of the suspects had for example mental health issues. How many of these students had a police record or had served a term of imprisonment where they came under the influence or became radicalised by a group within the prison. How many of these students were born in the UK or were granted leave of stay in the UK.

For example the 2nd London Underground attacks 2005. All the conspirators were not born in this country and were within the 18-30 student generation. 4 had lived a Western lifestyle before converting to hardline Islam through a radicalisation at a local mosque where Abu Hamza had been the Iman.
3 were students and classmates at the same secondary school. They were a mixture of cultures and race Eritrean, Yemen, Ethiopia, Somalia, Ghanaian all coming together under the one Islamic banner”

P2 - : “Because younger people are more easily influenced”

P3 - : “It is difficult to answer as I suspect the definition of a terrorist Incident should be defined for these purposes. I can think of a few more than 3 incidents post 2000 which were committed by individuals over that age elsewhere in the world. Individuals who have glorified terrorism under the new act for example. Further- more a consideration should be given to UK Nationals who have committed offences overseas but have been radicalised in the UK. Also mental Health has played an incredible important part in the offending history.”

P4 - : “I believe that this age group are reaching adulthood and are far more open to be influenced as some are not clear of their role within society at that time.”

P5 - : “I  believe there are many different factors as not all 18-30 become radicalised. I believe it also includes, mental strength, vulnerability, life at home, income, social life and so on.”

P6 - : “I believe this is the case due to the fact that these individuals have had a higher level of education and thus are likely to have more knowledge and understanding of world affairs than individuals who are not as highly educated. It is possible that by having a higher level of education these individuals may be exposed to wider perspectives and debate that the average person may not be exposed to. In addition, students typically interact with other students whilst at university and as a result may not have parental figures around. As a result, by being surrounded by like-minded individuals of a similar age it is possible echo chambers may former thereby exacerbating the chances of radicalisation if these individuals and their fellow students share and discuss the same views other people would not have the opportunity to due to other commitments.”

	Q8. How effective do you think the Prevent strategy has been to stop the radicalisation of students? Do you think more can be done for universities, and do you think the existence of the popularity of social media provides gaps in the strategy?

P1 - : “The problem we have with the UK is the liberal views of the minority. A lot of social welfare and problems could be solved by the introduction of Identification cards but of course this will never happen. Big brother watching over us. I have lived with an ID card for the last 10 years. When I rent a property, book into a hotel, buy a phone, go to a bank, open any account I have to produce the ID card. It is so much easier and prevents any form of criminality.”

P2 - : “I think Universities could play an important role but too much responsibility has been placed upon them – Prevent is a contentious area of work – who supports it? The Muslim community? The XRW community? How much real success has it had?”

P3 - : “To sign post Universities as a rich environment for radicalisation is risky and should be avoided from my experience.
Whilst in the UK the finger of blame could very well be pointed at Universities it should also then be pointed at Mosques. Community groups and diaspora communities who have greater responsibilities.
Students are extremely vulnerable as previously explained but this is not the case within many other countries and whilst the Counter Terrorist and Security Act has illuminated the issue it is part of a bigger solution.”

P4 - : “I think that there is less of an opportunity for radicalisation at University I think overall that the strategy is an efficient tool in the PREVENT ‘box’. I think that there will always be room for improvement.”

P5 - : “I believe that more work can be done by universities. 
Yes I believe so as there are far too many accessible websites. Yes. Unless they can dedicate a team of people to ensure that certain words or websites are monitored.
”

P6 - : “I believe the Prevent strategy has been counterproductive if anything. I once attended a talk by Lord Carlisle in which he discussed the Prevent strategy and whilst he is an advocate for it, he did somewhat admit that there were improvements that needed to be made. Studies have shown that the strategy is often counter-productive with many individuals being flagged up for seemingly innocent situations. In one example I remember a case in which one student was referred to Prevent for spelling “Cucumber” as “cooker bomb”. Mistakes such as these only alienate would be supporters of the strategy. 

Despite Prevent I would argued that students and young people are still susceptible to radicalisation as it relies on things being picked up and behaviours can and are hard to detect. 

I would argue that there are gaps in the strategy, to my knowledge Prevent requires someone to be referred to be dealt with. However, as far as I am aware there is no referral for social media companies and as a result any behaviour online may go unreferred and therefore undealt with.”


	Q9. Do you think the loneliness and mental health issues of students, or the ease and access through the internet to young people, are more attractive qualities for terrorists? Is one more appealing than the other or are both equal?

P1 - : “I think it’s a mixture of both. Student life begins at 18-19 previous to this they may have led a very sheltered life. Some take a long time to adjust to the new found independence and can be vulnerable to a dominant, persuasive figure whether that be in person or online. It's also a time for experimenting and a time where research into different idealism can take place.”

P2 - : “All of them.”

P3 - : “Both. The biggest problem in trying to reduce global terrorism is a complex question and one which would take many hours to unlock. But the headings should focus on. Young people. Religious teaching and doctrine being weaponised. Counter Narratives being explored. Greater Security legislation to identify risk. Mental Health care and support improved. Social media regulation. Public confidence and trust increased in supporting vulnerable adults.”

P4 - : “I think both. I also think that a government such as we have at this moment is as big an asset as anyone could get for radicalisation at this time. Both right and left wing. The internet provides numerous platforms for radicalisers to target individuals, whilst the govt restrictions on protests is likely to drive radicals further underground.”

P5 - : “Both I believe as you may have some who are unable to get away from home, or some who are  unable to use virtual sites. However in this day and age I believe that the virtual way might be more popular.”

P6 - : “I believe all are assets to terrorist organisations in their own right. The internet is a great tool for terrorists to use and is ripe for further exploitation as a means of getting to individuals who may be feeling isolated or having mental health complications. I would argue they they all feed into each other in some manner of speaking e.g. Lonely and Naive Individual with Poor Mental Health > Uses the Internet to Make Friends or Find Similar People > Becomes Vulnerable and at Risk of Radicalisation by Terrorists.”

	Q10. Are Students more vulnerable to radicalisation?

P1 - : “Lonely, isolated, vulnerable and the need to belong to a group can lead to radicalisation. The student has in most parts led a sheltered life in and amongst his family. When he starts University he begins his adult life, responsible for finance, living accommodation, finding new circle of friends etc. This is especially so from visiting overseas students and students from an under privileged background who might not be accepted by his fellow peers. He will look for a group to join where he can feel comfortable and in doing this he can be come under the influence of someone he can consider to be a role model”

P2 - : “Yes as stated above”

P3 - : “They are a group identified as vulnerable but one of a number which are vulnerable. There has in the last 2 years seen an incremental rise in extreme right wing terrorism within the UK There are many far right groups who are attracting lower income individuals to their ranks.They will have had little education and will be vulnerable to many social risks and harm. It is not just a University issue but a generational one too.”

P4 - : “Students that fall into the 18 -25 brackets are more vulnerable than older ones.”

P5 - : “Potentially, if they find themselves in the rabbit-hole of extreme material, it’s the strength to climb out that they require, as it is easy to fall further in.”

P6 - : “I would say that students are more vulnerable to radicalisation. Firstly, due to their age and their receptiveness to new ideas and perspectives. Secondly, I would argue that they are a generation in which the internet is a part of everyday life. As a result, if anyone is likely to be targeted by terrorist organisations online it is likely to be members of this age bracket. 
It should be noted that whilst not all terrorists are students, a significant number are which can only lend credence to the assumption that students are at significant risk to the effects of radicalisation.”
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[bookmark: _Toc71136022]Appendix E - Interview Analysis Matrix Table

	
Question
	
Theme
	
Participant 1 Answer
	
Participant 2 Answer
	
Participant 3 Answer
	
Participant 4 Answer
	
Participant 5 Answer
	
Participant 6 Answer

	

Experience
	
Academic Research or Career within Policing and Public Services
	Higher Education Student Support Officer. Ex Counter Terrorism Detective
	
Senior Lecturer, Former Police Officer
	
Former Police Officer
	
Former Detective Sergeant Counter Terrorism Wales
	
Student, Special Constable
	
Former Student, Police Recruit

	Q1. Definition of Radicalisation
	Conversion to an extreme ideological, religious or political belief
	Process of coming to support terrorism
	Influencing people to a way of thinking that terrorism is justified
	Mechanism of indoctrination through persuasion
	Changing of one's belief to an ideology with subtle deception
	Process of causing someone to adopt extreme views
	Process over time to influence people to adopt similar views

	Q2. What age is most vulnerable?
	Student ages 14-30
	I would not put an age demographic
	Young men 14-35. Young women 16-30
	Individuals who are young. Between 14-30 years
	16 to 25 years
	Groomed at 15-21. Act between 25-30s
	Teenage to young adult 14-22

	Q3. Why?
	Vulnerable due circumstance such as age and experiences
	Easier to manipulate people with bad life with promise of a future better one
	Young people are susceptible to charismatic authoritative figures
	Less experience and knowledge, open to ideas
	Own view on world hasn't developed so can listen to others who seem to know more
	Young people haven't developed fully mentally, desire to fit in and not stand out
	Formative years of life therefore open to exploring new views and opinions

	Q4. Are Universities major recruiting grounds?
	Agree and Disagree depending on experiences but for the most part agree due to precedent
	Agree - some UK universities are known and have reputation of radicalised students
	Agree - provide more opportunities for radicalisers to engage with vulnerable and lonely people
	Disagree - pandemic has shown shared isolation and common circumstance
	Disagree - social media and internet make radicalisation easier
	Agree - Less roadblocks in person but harder online due to censorship
	Agree - significant number of terrorists have been university students

	Q5. Describe a typical radicalised individual
	Young, lonely, looking for belonging and commitment to a cause
	Inquisitive and fanatic about belief, can be very intelligent, can be true believers or liars, all have inability to see wrong
	Young, immature, depressed, loners, mix with same ethnic background, have mental health issues
	Youthful age, inquisitive and extremely open and honest opinion and doctrine 
	Adolescence, late teens early 20s, low intellect, quiet, mostly lonely, didn't go out much and used social media
	Smart gone to university and arrogant, also low intellect quiet but followers, youthful, reserved history of mental health
	Young seemingly looking for meaning in life, don't fit in, lonely isolated, confused, naive, blindly loyal, immature and wrong crowd

	Q6. Do you think the Internet impacts radicalisation?
	Internet has had strong presence in 21st century terrorism
	Yes - social media and internet commonly used
	Yes - IS and AQ use of social media to plan and recruit for radicalisation
	Yes - social media often seen when individuals arrested have personal items downloaded and analysed
	Yes - huge influencer in radicalisation and manipulation
	Yes - enables young people to access material online
	Yes - valued tool by terrorists for recruitment, financing and propaganda. Far easier for radicalisation

	Q7. Why since 2000 have 87% of terror attacks been committed by under 30s? What factors are there?
	Variety of factors including: Mental health, age, access to the internet, background and upbringing, access to education and religion or political affiliation
	How many had police or prison record? How many had mental health issues? 
	Younger people are more easily influenced
	Mental health and potential history of crime abroad
	Uncertain of role in society so easier to influence or encourage them to commit attacks
	Mental health, vulnerability, life at home, income, social life
	Higher level of education so most likely aware of what goes on in the world, open to wider perspectives. might not have parental figures around if at university

	Q8. Do you think Prevent has been effective? Any gaps in system and could more be done for universities? 
	Liberty vs Security

Prevent can only go so far so is limited in its effectiveness
	Can be better. ID cards can go a long way to prevent criminality compared to prevent. liberal views stop further actions
	University can play a role but too much responsibility. What about Muslim communities and others, do they support it?
	Universities should not be pointed at. look at other communities like mosques and communal groups like Diaspora communities who should have greater responsibilities
	Always room for improvement but current guidance for universities is a good tool in the PREVENT 'box'
	More can be done for universities. Too many accessible websites, should monitor certain words and sites
	Counterproductive. Improvements need to be made to ensure errors don't occur. Requires referral when should be flagged for use of language instead.

	Q9. Do you think poor mental health of university students or the access to the internet are better for terrorists?
	Both the frequent use of the internet and the common mental health complications of students are equally attractive to terrorists who seek to radicalise individuals
	Mixture of both
	All of them
	Both
	Both
	Both
	Both

	Q10. Are students more vulnerable to radicalisation?
	Students are more vulnerable to radicalisation
	Yes - most likely people to lonely, isolated and vulnerable
	Yes - as stated throughout
	Yes - one of many vulnerable groups
	Yes - students between 18-25 more vulnerable than older students
	Potentially - can find themselves in a rabbit-hole of extreme material
	Yes - Open to ideas at university and brought up using the internet
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