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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
I have decided that I will examine the effectiveness of current policing strategies and multi-agency safeguarding processes in tackling domestic abuse within the United Kingdom in this research project. Domestic abuse remains a significant and persistent social problem, representing a substantial proportion of police demand and serious risks to victims and their loved ones. Despite legislative reform and increased policy attention, concerns remainregarding repeat of victimisation and the consistency of safeguarding responses. This study will show an evaluation of current frameworks including the intervention of the domestic abuse act 2021, the role of multi-agency risk assessment tool and evidence-led prosecutions. It will analyse whether these strategies are effective and efficient.  this topic is appropriate for this research due to the available data, statistics, government policy documents showing policing responses to domestic abuse. By analysing this topic, it aims to assess whether current domestic abuse strategies demonstrate measurable positiveoutcomes or whether gaps remain between policy intentions and practical outcomes. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The aim of this research is to critically assess the effectiveness of the police response to coercive and controlling behaviour in England and Wales, with particular consideration of physical, psychological and economic abuse. The research will examine whether current policing and safeguarding approaches are effective in identifying patterns of abuse, investigating offences, supporting progression through the criminal justice system and achieving victim-centred outcomes.
The research will consider how understandings of domestic abuse have developed from an incident-based approach towards recognising coercive control as an ongoing pattern of behaviour. It will examine the implications of the Serious Crime Act 2015, the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 and current policing and safeguarding guidance.
The objectives of the research are:
1. To examine the existing academic and policing literature surrounding coercive and controlling behaviour and the identification of physical, psychological and economic abuse.
2. To critically assess the effectiveness of police identification and investigation practices, including risk assessment, evidence gathering, professional discretion and the recognition of patterns of controlling behaviour.
3. To examine criminal justice progression from reporting and investigation through to arrest, charging, prosecution and conviction, while considering evidential difficulties, victim withdrawal and attrition.
4. To evaluate victim-centred outcomes, including safeguarding, communication, trust, victim confidence, risk management and repeat victimisation.
5. To determine the extent to which criminal justice outcomes alone provide an appropriate measure of police effectiveness, compared with broader safeguarding and victim-centred outcomes.
6. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Domestic abuse is now more widely understood as a pattern of controlling and coercive behaviour rather than just isolated incidents, and it can include physical, emotional, financial, and sexual abuse. This shift in understanding has been influenced by feminist theory, social learning theory, the power and control model, and the cycle of abuse, all of which highlight power, control, and domination within relationships (Dobash and Dobash, 1979; Bandura, 1977; Pence and Paymar, 1993; Walker, 1979). Sociologist Evan Stark developed the concept of coercive control, which explains how abusers use ongoing tactics such as isolation, intimidation, surveillance, and financial restriction to limit a victim’s independence (Stark, 2007). This shows that abuse is not always physical and that non-physical forms can be just as harmful over time. Feminist perspectives also argue that this type of abuse is rooted in wider gender inequalities and patriarchal structures (DobashandDobash, 1979; Walby and Towers, 2018). These ideas have influenced UK law, particularly through the Serious Crime Act 2015 and the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, which recognise controlling and coercive behaviour as a form of abuse (Great Britain, 2015; Great Britain, 2021). However, there are still challenges, as responses often focus on single incidents rather than recognising abuse as a continuous pattern, despite evidence showing the complex nature of domestic abuse in England and Wales (Office for National Statistics, 2023).

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The research will primarily use secondary research and documentary analysis to critically assess the police response to coercive and controlling behaviour in England and Wales. Academic literature will be examined alongside relevant legislation, government publications, policing guidance, official statistics and existing research concerning domestic abuse policing. Sources will include research concerning police identification and investigation, risk assessment, evidence gathering, criminal justice progression, victim withdrawal, safeguarding and victim experiences. The research will be organised around three main measures of effectiveness: identification and investigation, criminal justice progression, and victim-centred outcomes. This will allow the study to move beyond simply examining arrest or conviction figures and consider the wider purpose of a police response to domestic abuse. The first area will consider whether police officers are able to identify coercive and controlling behaviour, particularly where abuse is psychological or economic and may not produce obvious physical evidence. The second will examine progression through the criminal justice system, including reporting, investigation, arrest, charging, prosecution and conviction. The final area will consider whether policing responses provide effective safeguarding and victim-centred outcomes, including communication, trust, confidence, risk management and protection from repeat victimisation. A critical approach will be adopted because criminal justice progression cannot necessarily be treated as the only measure of effectiveness. A case may fail to result in prosecution while police intervention may nevertheless contribute to victim safety, risk management or safeguarding. Conversely, a prosecution may occur without necessarily demonstrating a positive victim experience. The research will therefore compare different measures of effectiveness and consider the extent to which current policing approaches address the complex and ongoing nature of coercive control.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
As the research will primarily use secondary sources, the study will not require a conventional participant sample. Instead, a structured source-selection framework will be used to identify relevant academic, legal, governmental and policing evidence. Academic sources will include peer-reviewed research and established criminological literature concerning domestic abuse, coercive control, policing, victimisation and criminal justice responses. Government and official sources will include relevant legislation, Home Office publications, Office for National Statistics data and appropriate policing guidance. The research will focus specifically on England and Wales to ensure that the legal and policing framework remains sufficiently focused. Evidence relating exclusively to other jurisdictions will not be treated as directly representative of England and Wales, although relevant international research may be used where it provides useful theoretical or comparative context. The research will prioritise recent evidence where appropriate, while also using significant earlier theoretical literature, such as Stark’s (2007) work on coercive control and foundational theories of domestic abuse. Sources will be selected according to their relevance to the research question, credibility and contribution to understanding police effectiveness. The research will consider evidence relating to physical, psychological and economic abuse, particularly where these forms of abuse occur within patterns of coercive and controlling behaviour.
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