
Is there such a thing as a single ‘Christianity’? Give reasons in support of your answer.

Throughout this argument I am going to discuss why there can be no such thing as a single Christianity. My focus will be Christianity in a contemporary setting as this is where I believe the diversity within the community is most noticed compared to that of ancient times. I will explore the various reasons as to why there can be no singular Christianity by drawing upon the diversities in practise and belief within different Christian denominations. The main denominations I am going to focus on are Roman Catholicism, Mormonism and traditional orthodox Christianity, this is because all three of these denominations are held under the title of Christianity, yet their beliefs all differ. 
To begin, the practices within Christianity are done differently within different subdivisions. For example, the sacraments are looked at differently. Sacraments, in relation to the Catholic Church, are 
“Efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us. The visible rites by which the sacraments are celebrated signify and make present the graces proper to each sacrament. They bear fruit in those who receive them with the required dispositions.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Fr. Jim Socias The Seven Sacraments <https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/sacraments/sacraments/the-seven-sacraments> [Accessed: 16.11.2018].] 

From this we can infer that sacraments, to Catholics, are practises that they do in a way of presenting grace to each individual sacrament and they perform the sacraments as it is something that was begun by Jesus and upheld by the Church. The performances of sacraments are supposed to make present the good things that are supposed to happen within that sacrament. For example, one of the sacraments is marriage and Roman Catholics will perform this sacrament within a Catholic Church as they believe God is present as this is a sacrament. From this their marriage will be blessed and they will experience greater happiness and joy in their marriage as they have performed it correctly as a sacrament. Other sacraments they follow include; Baptism, Conformation, holy Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Ordination, Matrimony. They perform the sacrament baptism as Catholics believe in the Doctrine of Original sin. Which is the belief that we have inherited sin from Adam and Eve when we are born and therefore are not pure so by being baptised it allows it to be cleansed of the sin and begin new. The sacrament of conformation is seen as you are accepting your beliefs within Christianity and confirming that you agree to those beliefs and you agree to follow them. The Holy Eucharist is also an important sacrament for Catholics to perform and is a way of Catholics being reminded of the Last supper. To Roman Catholicism during Holy Eucharist they hold the belief of transubstantiation. This is the view that when they carry out the sacrament God is present and when they eat the bread and the wine God transforms it to the body and blood of Christ. This sacrament is important to Roman Catholicism as it is another way of connecting the Church to Christ and God and allows them to re-enact the moments when Jesus died for their sins and allows them to remember and repent.
The difference within the Sacraments are a way of showing that there are differences within Christianity and prove the idea that you cannot call Christianity a singular religion. This is because in Calvinistic Christianity they only follow two sacraments. They follow the Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. This because Calvinists believe that these are the only two sacraments that Jesus performed within scripture and so they are the only two that should be followed. This goes to support that there can not be a single Christianity as this would mean they would all have to hold the same beliefs and perform the same practises which would be wrong to Calvinists and inadequate to Roman Catholicism.  This reiterates the point that we can not have a singular Christianity as the churches uphold different practices particularly about the sacraments. Even the belief about scripture is a supporting argument as to why there could not be a singular Christianity, this is because there are diverse beliefs in why the sacraments are performed. In Lutheranism they believe the sacraments are performances of scripture and are the way in which God gives and seals forgiveness. Whereas Catholicism and Orthodoxy traditions value the sacraments as practises that are necessary for salvation but do not stop you from going to hell. 
There are also different beliefs within the different subdivisions of Christianity. If everyone believes in different things you would not be able to call it a single Christianity. The Roman Catholic Church hold the sacrament of Baptism so highly as they accept the doctrine of original sin. This is the belief that because of the fall of Adam and Eve, when they ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden, we have all   inherited their sin. From this it means that as soon as we are born, we are automatically full of sin, hence why Baptism is held so highly amongst the Roman Catholic community. However, Orthodox Christianity do not uphold this belief. They believe you can not be guilty of a sin you have not committed therefore, they reject the ideology of inherited sin and instead have interpreted the scripture in a way that tells them that culture and society they are born into is sinful already and therefore we need Gods guidance in order to avoid committing the sin and Baptism is the first way of avoidance. This also evidently supports that you cannot have a singular Christianity as some denominations have different beliefs as displayed above. It is this example that shows that we can separate denominations of Christianity between their different beliefs which means there would be no way of calling it a singular Christianity as we have already separated the different denominations into their own groups with different names, beliefs, practise and in some cases separate churches. 
Another noticeable separation within Christianity it the belief about the trinity. The trinity is often viewed that God is made up of three parts, these three parts being the Son, the Father and the Holy spirit. If all of Christianity believed in this it would be right to say that there can be a singular Christianity however, the Mormonism denomination does not accept or follow this mainstreamed belief of the trinity mainly because it is not within the New Testament as the idea was not present at the time. Instead they have interpreted the belief of the trinity as being three separate personages that come together as one. For example, in the Baptism of Jesus they view the holy spirit as being the dove, the son as being Jesus himself and God as himself and his voice coming from the heavens above.[footnoteRef:3] This gives further support as to why there can be no singular Christianity as there is such diversity within the sole belief of the Trinity, this would create a significantly large distinction between Catholic teachings and Mormon as Much of Catholic worship is revolved around the Trinity and the ideology of God being all the Son, the father and the holy spirit. This is where the idea of singular Christianity is reduced as what is seen as a strong belief in one section of Christianity does not hold the same importance within others therefore, to call it a singular Christianity would be to place value on which beliefs are fundamentally important. Therefore, it is not possible to call it a singular Christianity as there are divisions between beliefs. [3:  BBC Religion, Original sin, 2014 <http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/originalsin_1.shtml> [Accessed: 16.11.2018]] 

One other difference in belief comes from the account of Genesis. Professor Linda Woodhead talks about this clear separation in her book ‘Christianity A very Short Introduction’. Where she touches upon how science played a role in separating the singular Christian view. By Liberal Christians changing the view points of the account of Genesis this completely dissolves the ideas of a singular Christianity, as the account of genesis is one of the fundamental beliefs within Christianity therefore, for Liberal Christians to then argue that the “creation in Genesis were ‘myths’ that contain deep spiritual truths”[footnoteRef:4] immediately separates them from other Christian denominations that practise the literal accounts of the bible and believe the account of Genesis for every word. This difference of the creation belief creates the divide between Christians that provides support as to why there cannot be a singular Christianity. It is this belief that governs there week and that has decided that the holy day of Christianity is a Sunday as it is the day that God rested after he created the world therefore to say that this account of creation is a myth is to disrupt some of the major beliefs that other Christian denominations place great value upon.  [4:  Linda Woodhead, Christianity A very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University press, 2004, Pg 98-99.] 

In his book Christianity, An Introduction, Phillip Kennedy talks about Christianity in three different terms and refers to them as the “Hierarchical… authority”[footnoteRef:5] which he explains are the Catholic, Orthodox and Anglican Churches. This is support that there are recognised differences in Christianity that separate it internal and therefore, mean you cannot brand it as a singular Christianity as there are already recognised subdivisions that exist with different schools of thought. Furthermore, he explains the three groups as where the authority comes from within Christianity, this again supports that there can be no one singular Christianity because the authority is shared between the three main denominations. If it was a singular Christianity it would only hold one particular group as its main body of authority where as in this instance the authority is shared between the three.  [5:  Philip Kennedy, Christianity An Introduction, London: I.B.Tauris &Co Ltd, 2011, Pg 211.] 

An opposing school of thought would argue it is true to say that all Christianity could be called singular as each subdivision believes in Jesus. However, that would be the argument to say that you are a Christian if you believe in Jesus. This would not be completely accepted as the Islamic faith also believe in Jesus, yet they would not argue they are part of Christianity. It also presents the complication of what belief in Jesus must you uphold in order to say Christianity is a singular religion. For example, there are multiple different beliefs about Jesus like the Mormon belief that Jesus was created in heaven with God and was pre-existent compared to the modern Catholic belief that Jesus was born through the intervention of God and the Virgin Mary. The differences in these beliefs present the question of what do you have to believe in to call it a singular Christianity? If all scriptures are interpreted differently and these interpretations are what cause a diversity in practises there can be no one connection between all separate denominations therefore, there can be no singular Christianity. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that there can be no such thing as a singular Christianity. Many other theologians have also argued against this for example, Hans Kung uses the argument that the idea of one Christianity is not sustainable and Gruchy also argues how there can be no one single Christianity as the gospels were interpreted differently. This draws upon the points I have mentioned above where the examples were given in the diversity within scriptures and the differences in practise and beliefs. It is these examples and the reasonings behind them as to why I agree that the idea of a singular Christianity is not achievable. 
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