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From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)
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Worksheet for Monday 18th May 

Definitions

What do we mean by Hellenism / Hellenization?
· Greek identity, national character of Greece
What was the Seleucid Empire?
· Macedonian or Greek rulers of Syria and Asia
Who were the Hasmonean (Maccabean) family and what did they do?
· Jewish dynasty that ruled over the Jewish people from 160bce to 63bce
What was the High Priest and what was their role?
· Chief advocate of a belief
What does pre-exilic Israel mean?
· prior to the exile of the Jews in Babylonia
Questions based on Reading 
1. What did you think were the main arguments in the reading?
· To provide the reader with knowledge of the unity and diversity in ancient Judaism.
2. Based on Shaye Cohen’s Chapter 1 Reading and any additional research that you have undertaken, what could be described as the main historical, religious, and/or political events leading up the Maccabean Revolt of 167- 160 BCE? 
· Persecution of Jews
· Constant fighting within the region 
· Succession of handovers of leaders with the Jewish faith
3. As Cohen stated on p.15, “In 164 B.C.E. the Maccabees reconquered and purified the temple; the end of the Seleucid rule followed 20 years later,” what is the overall significance of these points from an ancient Jewish perspective? 
· A Jewish leader was able to regain control of the temple after their religion had been persecuted by the Persians.
4. How significant is it that the Maccabean family who began as “insignificant country priests” later became High priests and kings (for this you may need to research more into the role of the High Priests in Judaism during the 2nd century BCE)?
· They pursued an aggressive foreign-policy, seeking alliance with Rome against the  Seleucids  and created a large kingdom which they presided over. They were also able to re-establish traditional Jewish worship

5. How different was life during the Second Temple Judaism compared to life in pre-exilic Israel? 
· Pre-exilic Israel was a tribal society living on its ancestral land. Membership in a tribe, and consequently the rights of citizenship
·   Second Temple Judaism was not as so much tribal but as clans. The entire tribal structure had been destroyed.  
· Pre-exilic Israel worshiped in the temple through the slaughter and roasting of animals
· Second Temple Judaism also developed a regimen of private worship unknown to pre-exilic Israel.

6. What are the potential biases with the Maccabean texts? 
· The texts may have different meanings to different people 
· Interpretations of texts could be misconstrued 
· Language may be difficult to translate
