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Amarna: Materiality of a Religious Revolution

The Amarna Period in the Egyptian New Kingdom occupies a central place in Egyptology since
the discovery of its protagonist Akhenaten and his Middle Egyptian capital Akhetaten in the 19th
century. As an alleged precursor of modern Western civilization, from monotheistic belief to
innovative artistic conventions, this period still receives more academic and popular attention
than any other within the civilisation of ancient Egypt. The module attempts to trace the changes
during these 30 something years and also demonstrate the biases of modern judgments about
the Amarna Age. In doing so, it aims to develop a comprehensive and more balanced view of
this particular period of Egyptian history, art, and religion.

Credits: 20
Lecturer: Dr Katharina Zinn (Arts Building A110)

LEARNING OUTCOMES
AIM(S)

o To develop independent critical and informed thinking and interpretation of a problematic
historical period which needs an interdisciplinary approach to be understood.

o To endow the students with the relevant tools to deal with Egyptological theories in the
wider and comparative subject of ancient religions.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

o demonstrate a thorough and advanced knowledge of the religious changes during the
Amarna Period in the historical context of the Egyptian New Kingdom as presented in the
material culture from this period;

o be aware of the modern biases and see the difficulties of reaching a balanced
reconstruction on the base of fragmented and distorted historical sources;

o critically evaluate modern presentation and interpretation of data from this period.

ASSESSMENT

As we have level 5 and 6 students in this module, you need to choose the assessment
according to your study level.

URGENT: When submitting your assessments on MOODLE, you need to look for your level
specific link to submit (level 5 students under HPAH5014 and level 6 students under
HPAH6014). Please also name the documents according to your level the following way

e HPAH5003_ass_name (i.e. HPAH5003_1a_ Smith) OR
¢ HPAH6003_ass name (i.e. HPAH6003_1b_Jones)

All marks and feedback will come back to you latest after a week (which is on the 6™ working
day)

Part of portfolio | Date of submission / test Date of feedback
release
1 19/05 26/05
2 21/05 28/05

3 29/05 05/06




4 07/06 14/06

HPAH5014
Portfolio, worth 4500 words

1. Review of journal article (secondary source) — 1000 words (25% of portfolio
mark)

(Article will be available on MOODLE, section Assessments)

= Kemp, Barry. 1989. Egypt in microcosm: the city of El-Amarna. In: Kemp, B.
Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilisation. 261-317. London: Routledge.

2. In-Class test (30 min) —worth 1000 words (20% of portfolio mark)
Recognition of key figures, sites and artefacts in a series of photographs / slides.

3. Review of the documentary “Ancient Egyptians: Akhenaten” — 1000 words (25%
of portfolio mark)

4. Essay — 1500 words (30% of portfolio mark)
Choose ONE of the following questions:

a. Give an historical overview of the Amarna Period. Which distinct phases can
we see during this time?

b. Use the following two images to distinguish different art styles we find during
the Amarna Period. Explain the distinctiveness of both styles and date them.

(images available on MOODLE)

HPAH6014
Portfolio, worth 5000 words

1. Review of / commentary to a written source (primary) from the Amarna Period —
1000 words (25% of portfolio mark)

(Source will be available on MOODLE, section Assessments)



= The earlier proclamation on the Boundary Stela at EI-Amarna (Murnane,
William J. 1995. Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt. 73-81. Atlanta:

Scholars Pr.)

2. In-Class test (30 min) —worth 1000 words (20% of portfolio mark)
Recognition of key figures, sites and artefacts in a series of photographs.
3. Review of the documentary “Ancient Egyptians: Akhenaten” (25% of portfolio
mark)
4. Essay — 2000 words (30% of portfolio mark)
Choose ONE of the following questions
a. Explain the architectural setup of Amarna’s urban features as an expression
of Akhenaten’s religious ideas (palaces, temples and administrative
buildings).
b. Discuss the role of the royal women during the Amarna Age. To what extend
does their position fit into the development of the 18th dynasty before the
Amarna Period? Refer your answer to particular women.
Syllabus:
Date Title Readings - for full bibliographical
description see Bibliography below
Compulsory readings in BOLD
Prep Kemp, B. 1989 (or the third edition)
Week
Week 1
Al Welcome to the module: aims, assessments,
Mo administration
Introduction to the Amarna Period, Amarna Level 5: Seyfried. In: Seyfried. 2012. 43-49.
as place and its rediscovery Level 6: Kemp. In: Seyfried. 2012. 50-55.
Kemp. 212. Ch. 1 (22-45).
Stevens. 2015.
Stevens. 2016.
A2 Setting the Stage: The 18" dynasty and Level 5: Bryan. 2003.
Tue Amenhotep Il — Historical and religious Level 6: Baines. 2001.
foundations of the Amarna period Montserrat. Akhenaten. 55-94.
A3 Historical overview of the Amarna Period Williamson. 2015.
Thu Hanus. In: Seyfried. 2012. 32-41.

A4 Amarna and Religion — the Aten, the King Allen. In: Arnold. 1996. 3-5.

Fri and the people Assmann. In: Seyfried. 2012. 79-83.
Suln Submission of portfolio part 1 (review article / source) via Turnitin on MOODLE
19/05
Week 2

AS Amarna Art Labouri. 2011

Mo Arnold. In: Seyfried. 2012. 143-152.

Hill. In Seyfried. 2012. 153-163.

A6 In-class test (portfolio part 2)

Tue | Watching documentary

21/05
AT Amarna Architecture Kemp. 2012. Ch. 3 (78-121)




Thu Kemp. 2012. Ch. 4 (122-153)
Vergnieux. In: Seyfried. 2012. 84-91.
Tietze. In: Seyfried. 2012. 57-70.
A8 Amarna as city: Living and dying in Amarna Level 5: Williamson. 2017
Fri Level 6: Stevens. 2018
Kemp. 2012. Ch. 6 (196-229)
Ockinga. 2008.
Von der Way. 1996.
Week 3
A9 Royal and other women in Amarna Zinn. 2016.
Mon Stevens. 2004.
Tyldesley. 2018.
Zinn. 2015.
A10 Personal Religion in Amarna Stevens. In: Seyfried. 2012. 92-97.
Tue TASK: Choose one object / text as evidence Kemp. 2012. Ch. 7 (230-263)
for personal / private religion in Amarna 2> Stevens. 2006.
bring into class and talk about (2-3 min)
Z\/glead Submission of portfolio part 3 (review documentary) via Turnitin on MOODLE
5
All Foreign Relations and Amarna Letters Silverman 2006. Ch. 8 (147-159)
Thu
Al2 The dark years Level 5: Allen. 2009.
Fri Level 6: Van der Perre. In: Seyfried. 2012.
195-197.
Van der Perre. 2014.
Week 4
A13 The end and aftermath: Back to the Past? Hawass. 2010.
Mo OR
Eaton-Krauss. 2016. Ch.3 (33-51)
Ala Project class — led by Integrated Master
Tue students
Al5 Academic Interpretations of the Amarna Kulmar. 2018.
Thu Period
Al6 Amarna Reception Collins / McNamara. 2014. 63-87
Fri Jung. In: Seyfried. 2012. 421-426.
07/06 Kischkewitz. In: Seyfried. 2012. 474-479.

Submission of portfolio part 4 (essay) via Turnitin on MOODLE

BIBLIOGRAPHY

To be aware of: There is more written on the Amarna Period than any other time period in Egypt. A
bibliography compiled by Geoffrey Martin lists over 2000 titles (A Bibliography of the Amarna Period and
its Aftermath, London, 1991). There is also an enormous amount of dubious writing on Amarna, which
gets the chief of the “alien” literature about Egypt as well as an enormous amount of well-meaning but
amateur attention. Be wary. Ask about sources before using them if they aren’t on the syllabus. See also
the complementary fuller bibliography of helpful readings on MOODLE.

As “nearly” textbooks:
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book is not yet in library, ask Katharina for a copy
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Martin, G.T. 2016. Tutankhamun's regent: scenes and texts from the Memphite tomb of
Horemheb for students of Egyptian art, iconography, architecture, and history. London: EES.
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In: Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions 4(2004). 107-27.
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context/DBD79DE7272127369D22A805525D3D08
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the Study of the Later Years of Nefertiti. Journal of Egyptian History 7(2014). 67-108

Williamson, J. 2017. Death and the Sun Temple: New Evidence for Private Mortuary Cults at
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Dr Katharina Zinn

And... done!

Now you should be able to laugh about this...

ok lads, any ideas how to make era of




