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This essay will be discussing the matter of serious organised crime. More specifically, the topic of violence and firearms within serious organised crime, answering the question “can we trust the media?”. Reviewing media sources by breaking them down to see if indeed they are reality, blatantly not telling the truth or possibly exaggerating the issue with a hint of truth. 
Firstly, the question needs to be asked: What is serious organised crime? According to (Home Office, 2014) “Define serious and organised crime as individuals planning, co-ordinating and committing serious offences, whether individually, in groups and/or as part of transnational networks.”
Next what needs to be established is what a violent crime is. “A violent crime is when someone physically hurts or threatens to hurt someone, and also includes crimes where a weapon is used” (Victim Support, 2023). So, when the media discuss this matter it is not to be talked about lightly, since this is one of the most severe forms of crime. Particularly when children are considered, as according to (Longfield, 2019) “34,000 children may know a gang member and have been a victim of violence in the previous 12 months”. Some of these children who have been exposed to violence at such a young age may be influenced to join violent gangs as a result of their past. Some gangs tend to have close links to serious organised criminals who can give people involved within gangs the opportunity to commit more serious crimes than before they worked alongside serious organised crime (Crown Prosecution Service, 2021). Meaning, violent crime is right at the heart of serious organised crime and children can become involved with this through witnessing those around them.
The UK already has very strict laws regarding firearms. “Section 1(1) of the Firearms Act 1968 creates an absolute offence of having possession of, purchasing or acquiring a firearm or ammunition”, as per (Crown Prosecution Service, 2021). This heavily reduces the likelihood of gun crime as the availability of firearms in the UK is low.
When the police are scrutinised by the media it puts pressure on the police, which can be seen in (Martin, 2023) where the East Midlands police unit were deemed to be ‘inadequate’ in dealing with serious organised crime. Other areas such as Leicestershire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and Northamptonshire were either deemed outstanding or adequate at dealing with serious organised crime, as stated by inspectors. If this was a false story then it would be unnecessarily scaring the public, particularly those who live in the area because it would lead them to feel that they were not being adequately protected by their police force. This highlights the importance of reliable journalism regarding serious organised crime. Leading onto (Hussey, 2023) who released the headline “STREETS OF SHAME: Inside Britain’s most notorious gang headquarters – is there a secret underworld crime hub on your street?” Breaking down the first part of the headline it could be an informative article letting the public know about these criminals, but the latter part implying people should question if their street is safe can cause some readers to feel unsafe about where they live (even if there is no reasonable reason to feel this way). As well as this, when the media reports on with poor policing units to handle serious organised crime like previously mentioned about Leicestershire Police, it can cause the tourism in that area to go down. Not only shining a bad light on the police but effecting local residents’ income too.
The next point to consider is whether the media glorifies violence and gun crime in Serious Organised Crime. It indeed does in regard to the ‘Kray twins’ as the pair are considered to be idolised men that carry out the evilest of desires, breaking the law and social norms by doing whatever they wanted, dressing smartly and drinking the finest drink with the good company of the very rich as per (Sommerland, 2018). When people see figures such as this pair then they may want to be like them as living a life that is almost care free and able to do as you like in itself is appealing. Leading to some believing in order to achieve the previously mentioned type of life then those individuals must commit murder and assault to be able to attain this. 
Next to be discussed is the resolutions to violence crime. Regarding violent crime, the UK Government can look to set up a boxing/martial art programs for those who do commit or feel inclined to commit violent crime that suffer from anger as a way of looking to channel their anger in a healthy manner. The next resolution for the UK Government is to implement and support more charities for those suffering as victims of violence, an example of this is Victim Support. As per (Victim Support, 2023) This charity looks to assist those that have, in any form, been a victim of violence and they look to help them with the steps following the incident itself whether it be; helping with paperwork, having the property that has been damaged repaired, fitting alarms in the short term. In the longer term they can assist with; legally assisting should the incident go to court, helping with accessing new accommodation and accessing medical aid.
Moving on to resolutions regarding gun crime, the first one to be discussed is education. Police officers going into schools to educate children on gun crime and offering support to them, hopefully by doing this it will deter children and teenagers away from it allowing them to see that they are able to choose a better life away from crime. Another resolution would be for the UK Government to have tighter control on its borders to prevent smuggling because guns in the UK are generally outlawed. As such, the only way of accessing guns would be from abroad. So, if the UK Government are able to seize guns before they enter the country then gun crime would also be reduced.

To conclude, the media do appear to have a significant sway when reporting on serious organised crime as it can influence both the police’s perception and the communities. Taking this into consideration some media can be trusted however, there are going to be some outlets looking to get attention in which they will either stretch the truth or possibly lie, leading to unreliable articles influencing people’s thoughts and actions.
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