Methodology
1. Introduction
This study examines public perceptions of terrorism in the UK, with particular attention to how individuals understand what constitutes an act of terrorism and the processes through which a person comes to be labelled a terrorist. Terrorism remains a significant concern for policing and government policy, especially as threats evolve and counter-terrorism legislation continues to develop.
The primary objective of this research is to explore public attitudes towards terrorism and to assess the extent to which these perceptions align with the wide range of existing definitions. This study responds to gaps identified in the literature review, which indicated that research in this field has largely prioritised institutional, legal, and policing perspectives, while comparatively little research has been conducted in regard to public perception. This imbalance is highlighted in, (Kantorowicz, Kantorowicz-Reznichenko and de Vries, 2025).
Understanding public perceptions is particularly important in the context of recent counter-terrorism legislation, including the Terrorism Act 2000 and the Prevent Duty under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015. These frameworks rely, in part, on public awareness, interpretation, and cooperation. By examining public views, this study aims to contribute empirical insight into an under-researched area and address a clear research gap.

2. Research Strategy
This research uses a mainly quantitative approach, supported by some qualitative data, through an online questionnaire created using Google Forms. This approach is suitable because the study aims to identify patterns in how the public understands terrorism, including how people define terrorism and the behaviours they associate with being labelled a terrorist. Quantitative research will be used to do this as reserch suggests that it is useful for identifying common trends across a group of participants, (Bryman, 2016).
An online questionnaire was chosen because it is practical, low-cost, and easy to distribute. (Salmons, 2023) infers that online surveys allow researchers to collect data from a wide range of participants within a short time. This will be extremely beneficial to this research as it will be conducted at an undergraduate level. Google Forms also allows responses to be collected anonymously, which is important when researching sensitive topics such as terrorism. This anonymity will further aid this research as anonymous responses can help participants feel more comfortable and provide more honest responses, (Hwang, 2023).
The questionnaire includes both closed-ended questions, such as multiple-choice questions, and open-ended questions. Closed-ended questions allow responses to be measured and compared easily, while open-ended questions give participants the opportunity to explain their views in more detail. (Maxwell, 2022) argues that using both types of questions improves research by allowing numerical data to be supported by participants’ own explanations.
This study uses a convenience sampling method, with a target sample of around 100 participants. A target sample size of around 100 participants was chosen as it is realistic within the time and resource limits of undergraduate research. Research regarding survey design suggests that there is no fixed sample size for exploratory studies, and that the sample size should be guided by research aims, (Memon et al., 2020). Participants in the study were recruited online through social media and shared survey links. This method was chosen due to time and access limitations. Although convenience sampling can limit how far the findings can be generalised, it is commonly used in undergraduate research, particularly in studies that focus on attitudes and perceptions, (Bryman, 2016).
3. Data Collection
The data for this study will be collected from members of the public living in the United Kingdom. The primary data was gathered directly from participants in order to explore current public views on terrorism, rather than relying on existing secondary sources. Collecting primary data is appropriate for research that aims to understand attitudes and opinions, as it allows participants to express their own views directly, (Fowler, 2009).
The data will be collected using an online questionnaire distributed through Google Forms. The survey link will be shared through social media platforms and personal networks. This will allow participants to complete the questionnaire remotely and at their convenience. Online questionnaires are widely used in social research as they enable efficient data collection from a broad range of participants while ensuring that all respondents receive the same questions in the same format (Callegaro, Lozar Manfreda and Vehovar, 2015). This is extremely beneficial to this research as consistency will help improve the reliability of the data collected.
The questionnaire will have both closed-ended and open-ended questions. Closed-ended questions were used to collect clear and structured responses that could be easily compared across participants, for example when asking about what individuals consider to be an act of terrorism. Open-ended questions were included to allow participants to explain their views in their own words, which will provide a deeper understanding of how people interpret and understand terrorism. Using online surveys in this way allows structured data to be collected while still giving participants the opportunity to express their views more freely, (Wright, 2005).
All responses were automatically recorded through Google Forms, which reduced the risk of errors that can occur during manual data entry and helped ensure that data were stored securely. (Fowler, 2009), asserts that online surveys are widely used for this purpose and are considered a practical and effective way of collecting data on attitudes and perception.
4. Data Analysis
The data collected through the online questionnaire will be analysed using both quantitative and qualitative methods. This approach is appropriate as the questionnaire includes a mixture of closed-ended and open-ended questions. (Cresswell and Cresswell, 2018), details that by using both forms of analysis will allow the research to identify general patterns in public perceptions of terrorism while also exploring how participants explain and understand these views in more detail.
Quantitative data from the closed-ended questions will be analysed using descriptive statistics with the help of Microsoft Excel. Responses will be sorted into simple tables and displayed using basic charts, such as bar charts, with frequencies and percentages calculated for each response option. This will allow common trends across participants to be identified more easily, including shared views on what counts as terrorism and which actions are most often associated with being labelled a terrorist. 
The qualitative data collected from the open-ended questions will be analysed using a thematic approach. (Reyngaard, 2025), infers that this process involves reading through all written responses several times in order to become familiar with the data. Repeated ideas and similarities across responses will then be identified and grouped into themes. This process will help highlight shared understandings and differences in how participants interpret terrorism. Thematic analysis is commonly used in qualitative research as it provides a flexible and accessible way to identify patterns within written data, (Braun and Clarke, 2022).
Once both forms of analysis have been completed, the findings from the quantitative and qualitative data will be considered together. This will allow numerical trends to be supported by participants’ explanations, (Lund, 2012). This helps to provide a more detailed understanding of public perceptions of terrorism. Furthermore, this approach also ensures that the analysis remains closely aligned with the aims of the research.




