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Why was Manchuria geographically and politically important towards the expansion of Russia?
Introduction:
Many global powers were interested in the occupation of Manchuria. This paper will look over Manchuria and the reasons why it was so important towards the expansion of the Russian empire. There are many factors which helped Russia and its expansion into Siberia and Manchuria.
This paper will investigate many factors to why Manchuria was so important to the Russians and their expansion and they were successful or not towards the cause of the Russians. During the period of the Russian expansion this time saw a period of unrest for many nations causing wars between one another, with defeats on both sides, civil wars and revolutions within Russia was caused by Russian leaders not directing the Russian empire into right paths. The paper will also investigate the Japanese occupation of Manchuria and how it caused problems for the expansion of Russia and other nations competing at the time. The whole era of Russian expansion was bloody and savage for everyone. Many people lost their lives due to the greed of imperial states wanting to expand their borders. At the time of the occupation of Manchuria, many states took an anarchic approach and expanded their borders by force. In the end the fighting over the region had positives and negatives for all member states involved.







Background into Manchuria:
 Manchuria is a region situated in East Asia. It has a long and extensive history dating from Neolithic times and now is divided into two parts, inner Manchuria on the far eastern Chinese side and outer Manchuria on the far eastern Russian side. The region wasn’t always separated between the two countries and has been separated due to conflicts over time. The loss has mainly happened on the Chinese side as the region was once part of imperial China when it was acquired during the Ming Dynasty after the expulsion of the Mongols in Beijing. [2] The region is large and has a mixed climate reaching highs of 30 degrees in summer months and down to -20 degrees in winter months due to Artic winters. Although, unlike the winters in North America, the winter blasts in Manchuria are dry with little to no snowfall. Due to the geographical location of Manchuria, the region has never been able to glaciate, due to being dry, this has allowed the region to have large areas of land which is extremely fertile due to the geographical land formations/surface geology called Loess, [3] resulting in the region being highly desirable in the past. This could have been one of the many reasons why the occupation of Manchuria by many rival states happened, Resulting in large conflict in the area, this will further be expanded on into the paper along with many other possible reasons. 









The Start of the Russian Expansion and the Expansion into Manchuria:
Before the Expansion into Siberia, the Russians had built a relationship with the Khanate of Sibir.  and in 1555, the Khanate of Sibir, an ethnically diverse Muslim state made up of indigenous Siberian tribes, became a vassal of the Russian tsar. [4] However, in 1563, a new leader of the Khanate tribes decided to call independence from the Russians Tsar and their relationship. This in turn started the Russian expedition into the claim over Siberia. The new leader eventually signed a peace agreement with the Tsar, and this enabled the Russians to have a strong claim. The Russian expansion into Siberia could have been for many reasons, land, resources, trade routes and all these causes helped the Russians to keep a stronghold over Siberia into 2019 and the future. The expansion of Russian territory came at many costs, mainly to the indigenous peoples that resided there before, many groups fled their homes and villages. Natives like the Daur peoples were slaughtered by the Russians to such an extent that it would be considered genocide by modern day standards. [5]
The expansion into Manchuria came much later in the 1840s-60s when the Russians saw a weakened Qing Empire. In 1860, the Qing empire lost all territories beyond the Amur River to the expanding Russian Empire causing the region of Manchuria to be divided in two. [6] The shrinking of the natives didn’t stop at the divide of Manchuria; it wasn’t just the expansion of the Russian empire to blame. The Qing dynasty saw the mass movement of the Han Chinese ethnicity group move into Manchuria. This in turn caused a further decrease if the natives in the area. The Russian movement into the region also caused the Qing Dynasty some problems, the loss of outer Manchuria meant the loss of access to the Sea of Japan to which there has been disputes over access well into the 20th century eventually singing treaties with one another. [7] The Russians acquired land from the Chinese by the signing of two treaties, The Treaty of Aigun in 1858 and the Treaty of Peking in 1860. The treaties allowed the Russian empire to gain 600,000 square kilometers of land from the Chinese. This was easily done due to a civil war (Taiping Revolution) that raged the Qing Dynasty between 1850-1864 allowing the Russians an easier chance to occupy the region. [8] I do believe that having a stronghold in the region allowed the Russians to have successful chance in continuing to occupy parts of the region. Having the access to the sea of Japan has allowed the Russians to have access to the pacific ocean and the Artic ice bridge every winter between Siberia and Alaska. Having this trade route allows the Russian Empire to have access to make new potential trade partners while having access to water they didn’t have before.
Due to the weaker Qing Dynasty more and more global powers like the UK and France has also seized control of parts of China during the Opium wars.  Furthermore, during this time, The Sino-Japanese war (1895) had also taken place and the Qing Dynasty lost against the Japanese power, whom at the time, was relatively small compared to the other powers which was invading China at the time. Although, due to the conditions imposed by Japan on the Qing Empire were harsh the other Western superpowers whom were all active through-out China stepped in. With the possibility that it could go back under Japanese control the Western powers secured the area and designed plans for Russia’s first ice-free port on the Liaodong Peninsula and starting the building of the Manchurian railway from Dalian to Harbin connecting with the occupied outer Manchuria already taken by the Russians.[9] Russia occupied the Peninsula by signing the Sino-Russian Secret Treaty in 1896 in agreement with the Qing Dynasty. [10] Consequently this was also another bad move made by the Chinese side, by giving Russia control of the land it further allowed the expansion of Russian settlements. The city of Harbin has strong Russian ties and still has a large Russian population to this day. Due to the occupation of foreigners inside China, this caused controversy within the Chinese population leading to the Boxer Rebellion in the Chinese Capital Beijing. Resulting in the uprising of the Chinese people wanting the foreigner’s removal from China. [11] This resulted in the allied forces to contest the uprising sending their own troops to calm the tensions. The Japanese also sent troops to help the allied forces. However, this didn’t last forever. Only 5 years after securing the Peninsula and building the railway, reducing tensions after the Boxer Rebellion, The Japanese invaded again in 1905. Leading to the Russo-Japanese war in 1905. I assume that the tensions between the Japanese, the allies and the Chinese hindered the Russian stronghold that they were obtaining in Inner Manchuria, along with the building of the railways and occupation of Chinese Cities, the Russian expansion into China was going strong until other powers intervened. Furthermore, I think that due to the Boxer Rebellion and the Japanese help towards the allies, The Russians dropped their defenses which later was followed by another Japanese invasion. I will be expanding on the Boxer Rebellion and the Russo-Japanese War in further sections of the paper.




















Boxer Rebellion (1900):
The pressure from foreigners taking over China caused the Chinese people to become resentful against the foreign powers that were slowing taking control of Chinese land and resources. Immediately after the triple intervention of foreign nationals in China, Russia succeeded in 1896 in signing a secret treaty of alliance with China against Japan, by which Russia gained the right to construct the Chinese Eastern Railway across northern Manchuria. I partially touched upon this in my previous section. Other powers like the UK, France and Germany all made claims within Chinese territory potentially causing a split of the country. The Chinese people however did not agree with the number of foreigners increasing in its borders and the spread of Christianity among its citizens. [12] 
The Righteous and Harmonious Fists (Yihequan) arose in sections of the northern coastal province of Shandong. Some Christian missionaries in the Shandong area were probably the first to refer to the well-trained, athletic young men as "Boxers", because of the martial arts and weapons training they practiced. Their primary practice was a type of spiritual possession which involved the whirling of swords, violent prostrations, and chanting incantations to deities along with the practicing of martial arts which looked like boxing. [13] Unlike their foreign counterparts, the Yihequan were unequipped with large weapons claiming that they were invincible to guns, canons and other weapons, with the claim of these abilities its swayed Qing nobles like Empress Dowager Cixi  and conservatives in the Qing government to side with the removal of foreigners.[14] This wasn’t always the case at first, the boxers didn’t have a following by the Qing rulers and at first were just thought of as a rebellion. During the period of the uprising of the boxers (Yihequan), the Qing dynasty was faced with terrible weather, which caused a lack of food, especially for the people in the countryside and eventually the rise of international governments and its missionaries were the easiest to blame. Unfortunately for the Qing Dynasty and the Yihequan, the international forces allied together and sent armies in to protect its missionaries and their people. The Russians and the Japanese sent the most men to Peking to protect themselves. The Russian Empire and the Qing Dynasty, even though they had disputes over land, did have a great relationship with one another, after signing treaties with one another over the period of Russian expansion into Manchuria, until this moment with the Yihequan. During the downfall of the Yihequan and the Qing Dynasty, Empress Dowager Cixi had fled to Xi’an along with her court, leaving behind a few princes to make peace agreements with the allies. [15] I do think this was mistake on the behalf of Cixi, she ultimately put the downfall of the Qing by siding with the wrong parties. As the Qing make mistake after mistake, they are also met with some many miss fortunes like the weather, droughts causing more civil unrest for the Chinese people. Furthermore, I do believe that Russia and the Qing had a strong relationship until this moment, and this is where preparations and talks between the two states broke down. With the Qing now in Xi’an. This would give the space for any of the powers to land grab and this is exactly what the Russians did in 1900.
With the Qing Empire siding with the Boxer Rebellion, and the court fleeing to Xian, the allies were able to have full control of Manchuria with the Russians having main control. Which eventually saw the collapse of the Qing Dynasty and Imperial China with the death of the Empress in 1912. [16] However, Russian occupation angered the Japanese, who had tried to take control of Manchuria previously, and after the Boxer Rebellion Treaties, the Russians should have receded out of Manchuria after the defeat of the Boxers. They did not leave the region, and this caused the tensions between the Japanese and the Russians, leading on the Russo-Japanese war in 1904-05. There was a final ruler of the Qing Dynasty after Cixi called Puyi, but not long after he was forced to abdicate in 1912 with the rise of ant-imperial movement within China.








The Russo-Japanese War (1904-05):
After the boxer rebellion, the Russians relationship with the growing Japanese Empire started to turn sour compared to what it was during this time. This was partially due to the Russians as they didn’t follow the rules of the treaty, they didn’t leave Manchuria which angered the Japanese. However, with the Siberian shipping center of Vladivostok forced to close for much of the winter months, the Russian empire needed a warm-water port in the Pacific Ocean, both for purposes of trade as well as a base for its growing navy. Tsar Nicholas set his sights on the Korean and Liaodong peninsulas; the latter located in present-day China. The Russian Empire already leased a port on the Liaodong Peninsula from China, Port Arthur, but it wanted to have a base of operations firmly under its control. The Japanese, meanwhile, had been concerned about Russian influence in the region since the First Sino-Japanese War of 1895. Russia provided military support to the Qing Empire in China during that conflict, which pitted the two Asian powers against each other. [17] After all this strain, the Japanese made the first act of war against the Russians, without making an official statement of war with the Russians, reigniting previous tensions between the two states. I do ponder that this is one of the Russian Empires mistakes when still trying to expand. As they signed a treaty with the Allied forces after the Boxer Rebellion, the Russians should have kept to the treaty and left Manchuria. This wasn’t in the Russians best interests and I also think that this is due to previous Japanese interest in the region.
Russia’s plans for Manchuria and the Liaodong Peninsula was important to the Russians as it gave them access to trade that wasn’t previously available to them, so they weren’t going to just leave after everything which has previously ensued. The Russians began constructing a branch from the Trans-Siberian railway through Manchuria to Port Arthur. This improvement in infrastructure allowed the Russians to increase their military and economic presence in Port Arthur specifically and northern China generally. The first act of War against the Russians was the Japanese attack of Port Arthur, this angered the Russians, however, because of the strategic attack of the Japanese on the harbor, it gave the Japanese the upper hand as the Russians couldn’t retaliate by sea. Furthermore, the Japanese continually shelled the harbor, not allowing the Russians any advantage by sea. This greatly benefitted the Japanese, who wanted to stop the rise of the Russian military power in the area and after 5 months of continuous attack from the Japanese the Russians succumbed. This was bad for the Russians as Port Arthur was the only Russian military stronghold in the area. [18] I think that this was one of the most devasting parts of the Russian expansion plans in the area, with the loss of the trade routes and the Harbor means that the Russian expansion plans have taken a few steps back. Furthermore, this would have caused even more problems with Russian occupation in the area as since their military stronghold in Liaodong was lost by the Japanese. The loss of the harbor also meant the loss of Railway line built through Manchuria connecting Siberia with Port Arthur. This was a great loss to the Russians but a great gain for the Japanese. Consequently, Russia was forced to negotiate peace terms, which resulted in the Treaty of Portsmouth in September 1905. The war worsened Russia’s already recessed economy and its disastrous management further discredit the tsar and his advisors. With problems arising back home in Russia with a weakened economy due to Wars with Japan and other expansions, the loss of a military stronghold, trade routes and the loss of the Manchurian Railway caused the Tsar to become unfavorable for the Russian people. I will expand on this further in the paper.
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 Aftermath and The Japanese Occupation of Manchurian Railway:
Following the Japanese victory over Imperial Russia in the Russo-Japanese War and the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth, most of the southern branch (Harbin—Port Arthur) of the China Eastern Railway was transferred to Japanese control. [19] This was disastrous for the Russians who had the stronghold in the area. The loss caused major problems for the Russian rulers back home in the mainland, but for the Japanese this was great news. After sitting back and watching the other international forces like the UK, Germany and the Russians take control of parts of China and reap the benefits, Japan wanted to do the same. The war allowed Japan to gain control of not just Harbin and the Manchurian Railways but the railways on the Korean peninsula too. The Japanese always wanted to be like the other global powers, they wanted to haver an empire. I think the biggest threat to Russian expansion into Manchuria was always the Japanese and the threats they caused in securing a stronghold in the area. On the other hand, the other powers were present, and they also would have hindered the Russian chances in the area.  This would have been disastrous for the Russian rulers as it caused economic damages which would later cause a shake in Russian politics.
The day following the Japanese victory, back home in the Russian mainland things started to change. The aftermath of the war was profoundly damaging for the imperial court back home, it spurred a revolution. The 1905 revolution was spurred by the Russian defeat in the Russo-Japanese war (1904–1905), but also by the growing realization of the people of the need for reform. While the Tsar managed to keep his rule, the events foreshadowed those of the Russian revolution in 1917 which I will expand into in a further section. [20] The Russian people were not happy with the Tsar for many reasons and at the turn of the century, discontent with the Tsar’s dictatorship was manifested not only through the growth of political parties dedicated to the overthrow of the monarchy but also through industrial strikes for better wages and working conditions, protests and riots among peasants, university demonstrations, and the assassination of government officials, often done by Socialist Revolutionaries. [21] As political turmoil was rampant; this hindered the chance for Russia’s growth or the chance to retaliate to the Japanese control of the Manchurian Railway. Allowing Japan to take control of the area resulted in a weakened imperial Russia as they underestimated the Japanese and the power of their forces. This only allowed Japan to grow stronger eventually giving them full control of Manchuria in 1931 as no other international powers were able to stop the Japanese. This was largely due to their own imperial expeditions and conquests.
With the unsuccessful and bloody War in 1904–1905 there was unrest in army reserve units with within the Russian military. On 2 January 1905, Port Arthur was lost; in February 1905, the Russian army was defeated at Mukden, losing almost 80,000 men. On 27–28 May 1905, the Russian Baltic Fleet was defeated at Tsushima. Witte was dispatched to make peace, negotiating the Treaty of Portsmouth (signed 5 September [O.S. 23 August] 1905). In 1905, there were naval mutinies at Sevastopol (see Sevastopol Uprising), Vladivostok, and Kronstadt, peaking in June with the mutiny aboard the battleship Potemkin. The mutineers eventually surrendered the battleship to Romanian authorities on 8 July in exchange for asylum, then the Romanians returned her to Imperial Russian authorities on the following day. [22] With all this loss to the military the 1905 Revolution was only small compared to the political uprising which happen in the 1917 Russian Revolution after the first world war. I do believe that the aftermath and the 10 years after the war caused major inside problems for the leaders of the Russian Empire. I think this because with the amount of losses due to the war and the revolution, the instability of the Russian leaders would have damaged the chances for further expansion, especially in Manchuria. With all the negatives with the loss of the war and the revolution in 1905, this led to political reforms in 1906. The new laws crested was enacted to institute promises of the October Manifesto as well as add new reforms. The Tsar was confirmed as absolute leader, with complete control of the executive, foreign policy, church, and the armed forces. The structure of the Duma was changed, becoming a lower chamber below the Council of Ministers, and was half-elected, half-appointed by the Tsar. Legislations had to be approved by the Duma, the Council, and the Tsar to become law. The Fundamental State Laws were the "culmination of the whole sequence of events set in motion in October 1905 after the Russo-Japanese war and the 1905 Revolution which lasted until the Russian Revolution in 1917.
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Russian Revolution (1917)
The Russian Revolution of 1917 could have been caused by several factors as so much was happening at the time with the problems in the area at the time. In 1914, the start of the first world war broke out, the Germans declared war on the Russians, resulting in the Russians making some changes. The city St. Petersburg changed it name to Petrograd to make it sound less far less German. [23] The war carried on until 1918 but the Russians pulled out beforehand due to instability within the region at the time. The monarchy of the Russian tsar had been vulnerable since a revolution against its autocratic power had been attempted and brutally put down in 1905. By 1917, participation in World War I had resulted in disaster for the tsar’s armies and government. The nation’s casualties were much higher than those of any other country, and its economy was in shambles. On March 8, another revolution began when food shortages prompted hundreds of women to riot in the streets of St. Petersburg, the empire’s capital. In the days that followed, the violence spread to other cities and towns. Disheartened soldiers increasingly joined the revolt. In less than two weeks, Tsar Nicholas II had to give up his throne at the urging of the Duma, Russia’s parliament. Members of the Duma then set up a provisional, or temporary, government that shared power with councils of soldiers and workers, called soviets. [24] The Tsar and his family were later executed, resulting in the end of imperial Russia. I think this was one of the biggest factors to why the Japanese were able to take full control of Manchuria and the railway. The problems the Russians were facing due to expansions, wars, and revolutions crashed the Russian economy making the expansion of Russia slow down causing Russia’s expansion plans in the area to slow down. However, this wasn’t the end of Russian occupation of the area as they still controlled one station on the border in Manchuria, the station of Changchun and this station would be valuable to the Russians in regaining control of the Manchurian railway. This doesn’t happen until the end of World War 2 with the defeat of the Japanese in Manchuria which will be expanded upon in a further section.
With the downfall of Imperial Russia, this allowed the rise of communism to appearThe Provisional Government was established under Prince Lvov, however, the Bolsheviks refused to accept the government and revolted in October 1917, taking full control of Russia. Vladimir Lenin, their leader, rose to power and governed between 1917 and 1924. The Bolsheviks formed the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, marking the beginning of the Russian Civil War between the revolutionary Reds and the counter-revolutionary Whites. [25] The whites wanted the royal family to be reinstated and imperial Russia to continue. However, this wasn’t successful and in 1922 the Communist Reds were victorious and formed the Soviet Union. Lenin died in 1924, starting a power struggle which ended with Joseph Stalin seizing power. He was the leader of the Communist Party until 1953. The role of communism will allow the Russians to create new ties with China and reclaim control of the railways from the Japanese at the end of WW2. Communism would have played a large factor in this as after the falling of the Qing Dynasty, this gave political parties the chance to rise within the Chinese mainland, eventually with Mao Zedong pushing a communist approach of government with the defeat of Chang Kai-shek and the KMT in the Chinese civil wars, the foundations of communism are still used in 2019 by the Chinese government. I consider that the uprising of communism had allowed eventual ties between Russia and China after disagreements in the previous history. The new rise of a stronger power controlling Russia enabled the Russians to take a new approach with the expansion of its borders. As the Soviets wanted peace in the after the Russian Revolution, the soviets started to create stronger bonds with the Chinese. This was solely to remove the Japanese control over the Manchurian region.
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Rise of the USSR
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was established as a federation on Dec. 30, 1922. The death of Lenin on Jan. 21, 1924 precipitated an intraparty struggle between Joseph Stalin and others, with the latter becoming general secretary of the party. Stalin further consolidated his power by a series of purges in the late 1930s, liquidating prominent party leaders and military officers. Stalin assumed the prime minister ship on May 6, 1941. [26] With a new leader, this would allow Russia to have a different strategic approach when dealing with situations outside of the Russian border. As the previous approaches by the Russians failed to stop the Japanese takeover of Liaodong and The Manchurian railway. I think the change in leadership would be beneficial to the Russians and their expansions as they will have different methods compared to previous attempts by the Tsar and his failed policies. From 1911 to 1931 Manchuria was nominally part of the Republic of China. In practice it was controlled by Japan, which worked through local warlords since the removal of Russian forces previously by the Japanese.
Japanese influence extended into Outer Manchuria in the wake of the Russian Revolution of 1917, but Outer Manchuria came under Soviet control by 1925. Japan took advantage of the disorder following the Russian Revolution to occupy Outer Manchuria, but Soviet successes and American economic pressure forced Japanese withdrawal. In the 1920s Harbin was flooded with 100,000 to 200,000 Russian white émigrés fleeing from Russia. Harbin held the largest Russian population outside of the state of Russia due to the Russian revolution, many people fled Russian territory. [27] The Japanese completely took full advantage of the Russian revolution and with further occupying Russian claimed territory, this would have angered the Russians giving them more reason for the removal of the Japanese in Manchuria. I think that the rise of Stalin and the USSR enabled Russia to sort its internal struggles with politics, resulting in a stronger power at the time, as the Tsar wasn’t considered to be able to hold a stronghold in the area due to the Japanese. Furthermore, the rise of USSR gave Russia a political advantage along with winning WW1 with the allies against the Germans. The gains in land from WW1 was huge, taking some land from Poland etc. This would enable Russia to become a stronger power, creating more ties with China after further Japanese dominance in the region.
Japanese state: Manchukuo 
Following the Mukden Incident in 1931 and the subsequent Japanese invasion of Manchuria, the Japanese declared Inner Manchuria an independent state and appointed the deposed Qing emperor Puyi as puppet emperor of Manchukuo. I mentioned Puyi above, he reigned the Qing Dynasty after the death of Cixi in 1908. Under Japanese control Manchuria was one of the most brutally run regions in the world, with a systematic campaign of terror and intimidation against the local Russian and Chinese populations including arrests, organized riots and other forms of subjugation. Manchukuo was used by Japan as a base to invade the rest of China. [28] 
The Mukden incident was a Japanese attempt to blame the Chinese for the damages to the Manchurian Railway caused by an explosion. With the blame on the Chinese, the Japanese used this to invade the whole of inner Manchuria, they lost outer Manchuria to the soviets after the downfall of the Tsar. Within six months of accusing the Chinese of blowing up the railway line, the Japanese had captured the whole of inner Manchuria. This then enabled them to use the new state as a base for the Japanese to pillage the rest of the Chinese state. This caused problems for the Japanese and the Russians. The control of the Manchurian railways was important to Russians due a lack of a sea port on the Russian side which isn’t closed for half the year due to Artic weather. The freedom of the Manchurian railways would have allowed Russia to start its expansions and have the possible access back to Liaodong Peninsula which gave them a larger access possibility for trading as the use of the harbor was beneficial to the Russians. With the blame on the Chinese for the explosion on the railway line, the Japanese had full control over Manchuria until the end of the second world war.  This hadn’t gone unnoticed by the other powers, especially the allies in World war 1 which included the Chinese for its help. As the Japanese sided with the Germans in World war 2, this caused more friction between the allies and the Japanese occupation of Manchuria. The deception was soon exposed by the Lytton Report of 1932, leading Japan to diplomatic isolation and its March 1933 withdrawal from the League of Nations. [29] In my opinion, I believe that the Japanese were wrong to occupy Manchuria, the crimes what they caused during the occupation were horrible, however, the Russians had the same strategy as the Japanese. They invaded parts of Manchuria and still tried to grab more land until after the second world war. Furthermore, As the Japanese invaded Manchuria, this would have caused the Russian’s power in the area to weaken, and with the rise of Japanese forces in the area caused problems for everyone who tried to reside in the area. The interest in Manchuria by international states proved that it was a valuable area to control, the Japanese wanted to expand due to a lack of resources, the same plan as the Russians initially. The resources that Manchuria proved to be valuable as it had caused the collapse 
Debate has also focused on how the incident was handled by the League of Nations and the subsequent Lytton Report. A. J. P. Taylor wrote that "In the face of its first serious challenge", the League buckled and capitulated. The Washington Naval Conference (1921) guaranteed a certain degree of Japanese hegemony in the Far East. Any intervention on the part of America would be a breach of the already mentioned agreement. Furthermore, Britain was in crisis, having been recently forced off the gold standard. Although a power in the Far East, Britain was incapable of decisive action. The only response from these powers was moral condemnation as they couldn’t have intervened due to their own problems and aspirations within the area. [30] The response of the foreign bodies was minimal as they couldn’t stop Japan from invading Manchuria. On the 2nd October 1921, the Lytton Report was published and rejected the Japanese claim that the Manchurian invasion and occupation was an act of self-defense, although it did not assert that the Japanese had perpetrated the initial bombing of the railroad. The report ascertained that Manchukuo was the product of Japanese military aggression in China, while recognizing that Japan had legitimate concerns in Manchuria because of its economic ties there. The League of Nations refused to acknowledge Manchukuo as an independent nation. Japan resigned from the League of Nations in March 1933, which caused further communication problems for the member states within the league of nations causing further tensions. [31] I am sure that this is one of the reasons why Japan was able to have a brutal reign over Manchuria as no other state could really stop them as they had other problems to deal with. The second world war caused many of the powers to be unable to deal with the Japanese until the Russian invasion of Manchukuo at the end of the WW2.


Soviet Invasion of Manchukuo after WW2.
The Soviet Union, which had hither to watched from a distance as several naval battles were fought in the Pacific between other Allied nations and the Imperial Japanese Navy, decided it was finally time to intervene and crush the Japanese opposition. The United Kingdom, United States, and China gave the Japanese Empire an ultimatum with the Potsdam Declaration: surrender or face utter destruction. The Japanese obviously ignored the allied nations response and they continued to control the Chinese state force. The Russians agreed that they would only push for the removal of the Japanese when the Germans had been defeated in Europe. This was because it would have been unnecessary work to fight a war on two fronts. [32] I think that this was the best decision to make and therefore the removal of the Japanese was successful in the end.
As the U.S. carried out the atomic bombings, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan, invading occupied Manchuria with a force of more than one million soldiers and, quickly defeating Japan's Kwantung Army. Six days after the bombing of Nagasaki, and after much internal struggle, Japan surrendered on August 15, 1945. World War II was over. [33] The invasion of Manchuria was a factor that contributed to the surrender of Japan and the end of World War II. In addition, the Soviet occupation of Manchuria, along with the northern portions of the Korean Peninsula, allowed for those regions to be transferred by the Soviet Union into the control of local communists. The control of these regions by communist governments backed by Soviet authorities would be a factor in the rise of the Chinese Communists and shape the political conflict of the Korean War. The removal of the Japanese created stronger ties between the Chinese and the Russians. [34] After the removal, the Russians left after 3 weeks of control, giving back ownership of Manchuria back to the Chinese. The handover was of political interests as the at the time China was under another civil war between the communists and the KMT. As Russia and the Soviets already had communist ideologies, the Russians handed over the state of Manchuria to the communist party of China as they shared similar qualities with one another.
In July 1944, the cities of Dairen, Anshan, and Fengtian suffered aerial bombing by United States B-29 planes and some damage. (Damage to the Anshan Steel Mill was particularly acute, resulting in a 60 percent drop in plant capacity.) Yet, for most Japanese civilians in Manchukuo and the Kwantung Leasehold, the war years caused far less disruption than was the case for their friends and family members in Japan. It was war’s end and the breaching of Manchukuo’s northern border by Soviet troops on August 9, 1945, that marked the beginning of real suffering for Japanese residents of the northeast. Some 200,000 Japanese settlers are estimated to have died in the tumult surrounding the Soviet invasion and exodus south to the ports of Dairen and Huludao in the months following Japan’s August 15 surrender to the Allies. The repatriation process of Japanese residents of the Kwantung Leasehold and Manchukuo would not begin in earnest until May 1946, more than half a year after the formal dismantling of Mantetsu on September 30, 1945, by order of General Douglas MacArthur in Tokyo. Mantetsu had outlasted the other institutions of Japanese governance in the region if only by six weeks—testimony nonetheless to its enduring impact on the region across the conquest divide.
One turbulent stage in the history of the northeast thus came to an end just as another was beginning with the resumption of hostilities (suspended since 1937) between Mao Zedong’s Communist Party and Chiang Kai-shek’s nationalist government for control over a unified China, now freed from Japanese control. [34]. I think that the Russian help towards eliminating the Japanese helped strengthen the USSR with its allies from the War. Even though, in the end, the Russians didn’t have control of Manchuria, it has strong political ties to the area and still has a claim to outer Manchuria.








Conclusion: 
In Conclusion, I think that Manchuria was an important role to play in the expansion of Russia. I think this because the Russians played an extensive part in the protection of the region by the Japanese. Furthermore, by protecting the region from the Japanese, the Russians were able to secure some of their own interests in the area, expanding early into Siberia and then into Manchuria. In my opinion, I think that the region has shaped Russian politics through revolutions, the collapse of Imperial Russia and through-out the World Wars. I think this because due to the positive and negative pushes into the area sometimes caused instability within the homeland helping shape the political structure within the Russian system. On the other hand, I also think that the strategic positioning of the region allowed many international bodies to take command and control over the space. This did cause many disputes due to politics with many loses to life on all sides fighting over the control of the state.
Even though in the end the Russians didn’t end up with full control over the full region, I don’t think that they would have taken the same approach when invading Outer Manchuria if the Japanese wasn’t interested in the land. I think this because the Russians led a brutal conquest during the occupation of Siberia, causing the loss of many indigenous peoples of the area. That’s why I think that the Russians would have pushed for full control of Manchuria, The Liaodong Peninsula and the Korean peninsula if the Japanese weren’t interested. If this happened, Russia would have gained the access to the southern oceans with a port that could be used all year round, I think this was another reason why the Russian interests in the area didn’t recede as they were interested solely in the expansion of their own borders and maximizing their trade routes with the rest of the world.
There was prejudice and misconception by all sides, but the Japanese government made the mistakes and was also misled by military factions, who had learned the wrong lessons from their two short imperial wars with China and Russia. They believed that Allied weakness in south east Asia and American isolationist sentiment would mean another short war which is why think that it was the reason why Japanese occupation was not to be. What the Japanese had done was to awaken the fury of the allies, and to set in train a war that would end in their total defeat with eventual Russian succession in the region, eventually handing it back over to Chinese control, with stronger political ties between each other.
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