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Memory Research Practical - Assignment Guidelines  



1. Briefly describe the Peterson & Peterson (1959) experiment (Experiment 1 on the worksheet) and provide a summary table of your own results.  Be sure to label your table clearly and give it a good title.  Clarity and precision of titles and labelling are essential elements to consider when presenting descriptive statistics and this will be reflected in the marking criteria.  Referring to your data, try and account for your findings.  

2. [bookmark: _Hlk500145404]Briefly describe Murdock’s (1962) experiment (Experiment 2 on the worksheet) and illustrate your description with a Serial Position Curve*.  Label the axes of the graph clearly and indicate the Primacy and Recency Effects on the curve.  Provide a suitable title.  (Again, clarity and precision of your title and labelling will be an important consideration for your assessment.)

*If reproducing data from research, rather than presenting a generic curve, be sure to reference the data accordingly - see link to the Faculty Referencing Guide near the top of the Module Page: http://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/resource/view.php?id=82616


3. Draw up a Serial Position Curve based on your own experimental findings and identify any Primacy / Recency Effects which occur.  Once again, label your work clearly and give it a good title.

4. Give a brief summary of your findings and, if you have not already done so, explain why the Primacy / Recency Effects are said to occur and, referring to your data, try and account for your findings.

5. Finally, include a Reference Section at the end of your report.

Make sure you write up the above experiments in your own words – to avoid plagiarism it is essential that you do not copy information straight from journal articles, books, etc., remember it is your own work which is being assessed.  Include appropriate references for information and ideas obtained from other writers or researchers, both within the text of your report and in a reference section at the end (see Faculty Referencing Guide).  

