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INTRODUCTION
The Alexandreis is an epic of Alexander the Great’s life and conquering achievements, largely known as one of the most popular works of the medieval writer Walter of Châtillon, and is dated to have been written in the years of 1178-1182 (Lafferty, 1998, p. 183) approximately. There is large debate around the exact dating of the epic, sparked by an article written by A.C. Dionisotti in 1990, which argues that majority of the epic was written before the year 1176 (Dionisotti, 1990), which would fall under the reign of King Louis VII (Lafferty, 1998, p. 183). Around this time, one must be aware of the Crusades that were taking place, the Third Crusade specifically being embarked upon by Philip Augustus, who was crowned in November 1179 (Lafferty, 1998, p. 183). This puts a remarkable Christian influence over the writing and Walter’s depiction of Alexander.
	The life of the author, Walter himself, is hard to distinguish biographically, as Lafferty puts it, “we must be careful to distinguish between Walter’s poetic persona and his historical person.” (Lafferty, 1998, p. 3). This alludes, whether intentionally or not, to multiple depictions of Alexander the Great in epic works by the likes of Arrian and Quintus Curtius Rufus, both of whom displayed, in their own biased ways, a particular image of Alexander to support their own moral standings. In relation to this, one of the main sources Walter used when writing the Alexandreis was the historic account by Quintus Curtius Rufus (Bridges, 2015), who would have been writing in the years of the Early Empire of Rome (Harrison, 2005), likely under the rule of Claudius, although details of the ancient author, much like Walter, illude public knowledge, with Baynham writing “We simply do not know who Quintus Curtius Rufus was…” (Baynham, 1998, p. 1). 
	The particular passage from the Alexandreis that is under analysis in this commentary focuses largely on Alexander as a young boy and his tutelage with the philosopher, Aristotle. 

COMMENTARY
“And so he spoke, declaiming to his heart.
Just as a lion cub perhaps may see
deer in the Hyrcanian fields, their antlers raised, 
going to pasture, but as yet his strength
has not filled out his limbs – though neither are
teeth set, nor claws sharpened, he trembles, and
his untried tongue strikes as his teething palate;
more quickly with his courage he sheds blood
than with his fangs, but adult will atones
for small, slow feet – so also did the boy
cavort, all up in arms, though weak of hand
bearing the lion in his inmost heart, 
and headlong daring outstripped his tender years.”
- (Townsend, 1996, 1.61-73)
The context of this passage comes in the lines just before it, where young Alexander is lamenting a want to be of use to his father and people, comparing himself to ‘Hercules’ who slew serpents in his cradle. Similarly, where Herakles is associated with lions in his myth when he’s older, Alexander is further compared to a “lion cub”, whose prey is bigger than he and more dangerous. It speaks to a fierce ambition within Alexander, although as of his present age, that of twelve, his ambition and fight and enemy, that being Darius, is too big to manage without certain knowledge. It displays the young boy lacking that which he needs to fulfil his mission and greatness. 
	The comparison to ‘Hercules’ is of no surprise, as Alexander is well known to be self-associated with the mythic hero of Achilles, although where Alexander compared himself to Achilles to justify actions such as marriage to a barbarian girl, Roxanne (Quintus and Rolfe, 1946), his comparison to Herakles references his youth and the strength within him which is waiting to be used to its full extent, that extent being ridding “…Greece of Persian dominion…” (Lafferty, 1998, p. 66). 
“The master, pale and wan, his hair unkempt – 
nor did his face poorly reflect his zeal – 
had chanced to come forth from the chamber where
he’d armed his disputatious propositions, 
and finished all the corpus of his Logic.
How difficult not to betray that zeal
in countenance! His darkened brow evinced
the midnight lamps; his skin clung to the bones
as thin as parchment; in his hands, starved wanness
impressed the joints. Truly the work of study
afflicts the limbs and outer flesh with hunger:
the inner man receives the nourishment.”
- (Townsend, 1996, 1.74-85)
This is where the famed philosopher, Aristotle, is introduced. The elder man’s appearance is largely the focus, with Walter detailing how his skin is hanging to his frame thin as “parchment”, which gives the notion that Aristotle looks like a skeleton. The capitalization of the word “Logic” means it has great importance and can correlate with Aristotle’s reputation of being “…the Philosopher…” by academics (Lafferty, 1998, p. 67). This image presents a stereotype of a logician, or school teacher which would have been around in the medieval times, which parallels the fact that the Alexandreis ended up in school curriculum (Lafferty, 1998, p. 73). 
“He saw the burning face of Philip’s son –
its fiery redness betrayed his hidden ire –
and asked why his soul blazed, from whence had come
his grief, why such angry fever raged.
The boy, in reverence for his mentor’s face
cast down his gaze; fallen before his knees, 
he poured the tale: his father’s sad old age,
his native land oppressed by Darius’ empire.
His anger mounted with his tears, until
he drank in eagerly his master’s words:
“Put on a grown man’s mind, boy, take up arms.
You have the stuff of virtue; bring its matter
to actuality. Lend me your ear –
I’ll teach you how you may accomplish it.”
- (Townsend, 1996, 1.86-99)
This passage details the first interaction between Alexander and Aristotle in the epic, which itself is profound when compared to other medieval and ancient works about Alexander. Most other authors writing about the younger years of Alexander start with his birth, yet Walter decides to focus more on the student/teacher relationship between him and Aristotle, and the lessons the young boy learns from the elder. When considering the context of time in which the Alexandreis was written, we see a great interest in learning in practical arenas of the twelfth century (Lafferty, 1998, p. 68). 
	The text itself reiterates that Alexander is Philip’s son, compared to earlier when during the boy’s cries of anguish he lamented “But shall I always be thought the offspring of Nectanabus? Let no man call me bastard to my face!” (Townsend, 1996, 1.58-60). This doubling down on parentage on Walter’s behalf pushes the notion of purity with being born within wedlock. Also during this passage, Alexander’s love for his father and native land is shown through his physical reaction to being angry, with “…its fiery redness betrayed his hidden ire…”. 
	Following this, the importance and high standing of Aristotle as a wise man is detailed with Alexander dropping to his knees before him and casting his gaze downward in respect, similarly to how people would kneel in prayer. This symbolic action of kneeling likens Aristotle to a priest in medieval times, or some other highly religious figure in Christianity. Another comparison brought to light by Lafferty, is Aristotle’s similarity in role of tutor with that of Chiron, a centaur who tutored the famed Achilles (Lafferty, 1998, p. 74), whom Alexander is known to embody himself after. The work Walter references by drawing comparisons between Aristotle and Chiron is Statius’s Achilleid (Statius and Shackleton Bailey, 2004), which follows the life of the mythic hero and further implements that legendary association for Alexander. 
	The end of the passage is the start of Aristotle’s great speech to Alexander of how he can go forward as a commander, which, strangely, does not display the elder’s physical and metaphysical works. Instead, Walter’s Aristotle prepared Alexander to be a leader, and there are later direct references to the Christian emperor, Theodosius, where the two are suggested to be similar (Lafferty, 1998, p. 75-76). This is in reference to Claudian’s work, Panegyric on the Fourth Consulship of the Emperor Honorius (Claudian and Platnauer, 1922). 

CONCLUSION
The Alexandreis in lines 1.61-99 depict Alexander as a very ambitious young boy filled with anger towards the Persians and their dominion over Greece. He is written with the iconography of a lion to symbolise his strength and predatory nature, yet at the current time he is not able to wield it to its full potential, thereby unable to do what needs to be done. Comparatively, Aristotle is described as physically withering and frail, although of great mind and wisdom, with Alexander kneeling before him in respect. This relationship demonstrates a weighty importance to intellectual thought and learning, and putting a figure such as Alexander the Great, although a young boy in the text, kneeling before an elder man in search of wisdom, references the relationship between student and teacher which would have been prevalent in medieval times. 
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