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How do the approaches to sustainability in the construction and automotive industries differ within the UK?

Introduction
Climate change is one of the biggest global issues today. Burning fossil fuels releases CO2 which accumulates in the atmosphere and prevents heat from escaping the planet, resulting in a global average increase in temperature of 1.2 degrees Celsius over the last 200 years. (BBC, 2021) This has resulted in more extreme weather and rapid melting of glaciers, significantly impacting natural ecosystems, and driving species towards extinction.
The construction and automotive industries are major contributors to environmental degradation through carbon emissions and resource depletion. Understanding how these industries approach sustainability is crucial for mitigating their environmental impact.

Methodology
I will use the library and online search engines to explore relevant case studies and sources. A questionnaire will be distributed to gather data on people’s home and car usage, energy consumption, and attitudes towards sustainability. Interviews with industry professionals will provide a professional understanding of the design and manufacturing processes and how sustainability is considered throughout.

Aims
To analyse and compare the design, manufacturing, and use processes within the construction and automotive industry and explore how the laws and regulations surrounding sustainability differ.

Objectives
· To conduct research on the current legal and regulatory requirements regarding sustainability within each industry and evaluate whether they are suitable to make a positive impact on carbon emissions.
· To research the environmental impact of both industries and compare the CO2 emissions produced during the design, manufacture, and use stages.
· To compare the lifecycle of a car against the lifecycle of a building and explore how they are decommissioned at the end of their life. 
· To research the current sustainable practices within the UK construction industry and measure them against the UK's sustainability goals. 

Literature Review
I have found the following sources which provide key data to aid in answering the question;
· Gov.uk – to research laws and regulations regarding sustainability for businesses 
· UNCCC website – to analyse outcomes of COP28. 
· BREEAM.com – to explore how BREEAM is used to assess the sustainability of a building.
· Architectural Journal 

Ethical Considerations
- Ensuring questionnaire participants and interviewees understand the purpose of the study and that their identities are kept confidential (GDPR - General Data Protection Regulation)
- Ensuring that survey questions and interview topics are not intrusive or sensitive
- Ensuring that findings are reported accurately and honestly without misrepresentation or selective reporting.

Timeframe
Given the deadline of April, I expect to complete most of my research by September to ensure that I am as prepared as possible. Interviews should be completed by January and data from questionnaires should be collected around the same time. 
I plan to finish writing by the end of March so that I have plenty of time to proofread my work and amend if necessary. 

Limitations
Potential limitations include the limit of 10,000 words which may restrict the depth of analysis and discussion, the deadline of April which may narrow the range of research undertaken and potential topics explored, the availability of interviewees, and lack of questionnaire responses.

Conclusion
The dissertation aims to offer a comprehensive examination of sustainability strategies, regulatory frameworks, and technological innovations within both industries and provide potential solutions for sustainable development. I expect to find that regulations regarding sustainability are stricter within the construction industry and that electric cars are not the solution to sustainability within the automotive industry due to the environmental impact of the batteries. 
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