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Respecting the voice and Rights of a child.All around the globe the united nations convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) are being implemented. The document outlines all the rights of young people which are categorized into three different sectors: protection, provision and participation. It comprises of fifty-four Articles with a worldwide aim of treating children equally despite the differences they may have. 194 countries have implemented the UNCRC with the UN awaiting USA and Somalia to do so.  It is essential that the UNCRC is seen as a whole as all articles are equal in importance (Unicef,1989). 
 The welsh government embraced the UNCRC in 2004 which they later developed the rights of children & young person’s measure in 2011. The welsh government outline four key articles from all fifty-four which are right to non-discrimination (article 2), commitment to the best interest of the child (article 3), right to life, survival and development (article 6), and right to be heard (article 12). At the bottom of the welsh government site is an address for any concerns on children’s needs and rights not being met (Gov.wales,2019). 



Article 3- All adults should do what is best for you.
In the UNCRC pdf available on the UNICEF site under article 3 it outlines how every action done concerning the child should be done with their best interest at heart of the decision; any protection and/or care given is done so with the well-being of the child being centre focus(this includes meeting the rights of the parent also); And that all settings meet the standards that need to be met when caring for young people (UNICEF, 2016). 
A child will access and attend different help services throughout their life to give them their best chance at learning and developing. This confers to article 3 as if one professional is unable to meet the child’s need they will use another professional to do so (NSPCC, 2019).
Article 2- you have the right to protection against discrimination.
All children have the right to be protected from discrimination related to their colour/race, sex/gender, religion, spoken language, disability, and wealth. It is a settings duty to ensure they have policies in place and procedure is being met to avoid any discrimination (UNICEF, 2016).
In 2006 a revised version of the UNCRC was made which is UNCPRD (United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities) Comprising of 50 articles outlining what adults and professionals should do to ensure equality for disabled beings from whatever setting they enter (UNCPRD,2006).
Section 149 under part 11 of the Equality Act 2010 highlights the importance of a setting abolishing any discrimination and places a requirement on the setting to educate and practice equality (legislation.gov,2010). The equality act covers all four forms of discrimination and states how any educational setting must protect/help you against discrimination (Equality and Human Rights commission, 2020).




Article 28- you have the right to an education.
Looking at the UNICEF pdf it is evident that education should be free and compulsory in order to aid healthy development. All information on education should be accessible to the child and every setting should encourage the children to attend education (UNICEF,2016). 
To ensure education is delivered to an exceptional standard Estyn exist. Estyn keep the child at the heart of their work as they go around to inspect settings, ultimately ensuring they are within a fit state to be delivering an education and however they could improve (Estyn,2020).
When learning young people have a right to the best quality education and to be treated well within the setting they attend (children’s Rights Wales,2019). 
Maria Montessori believed a child learnt best through independent, child led play where an adult would observe from afar to monitor the child’s progress. She had such a profound effect on education and teaching there is now a Montessori method for teaching (Daily Montessori, 2014).












Article 29- the right to education which tries to develop their personalities and abilities.
Education for the child should be catered to their interests and talents whilst pushing them to continually develop. Understanding and respect is needed as throughout learning children are discovering their self-identity (UNICEF,2016). 
In 2016 wales introduced the social services and wellbeing act came into place. The act provides guidance on what to do for people who need extra help. It outlines the importance of children being given responsibility to help educate them as well as extra opportunities to further build on their current skills (social care wales, 2017).








"There is no trust more sacred than the one the world holds with children. There is no duty more important than ensuring that their rights are respected, that their welfare is protected, that their lives are free from fear and want and that they can grow up in peace."
-- Kofi Annan

Briefing Paper Reference List

betterworld.net. (n.d.). Better World Quotes - Children’s Rights Quotes. [online] Available at: https://www.betterworld.net/quotes/children-quotes.htm#:~:text=  [Accessed 15 May 2021] 
Daily Montessori (2014). Maria Montessori Theory | Montessori Education Principles | Daily Montessori. [online] Montessori Education. Available at: http://www.dailymontessori.com/montessori-theory/ 
Equality And Human Rights commission (2020). Your rights under the Equality Act 2010 | Equality and Human Rights Commission. [online] Equalityhumanrights.com. Available at: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/your-rights-under-equality-act-2010 
GOV.WALES. (2019). Children’s rights in Wales. [online] Available at: https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales [Accessed 14 May 2021] 
GOV.WALES. (2019). Children’s rights in Wales. [online] Available at: https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales 
NSPCC (2019). Multi-agency and interdisciplinary working. [online] NSPCC Learning. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/multi-agency-working-child-protection.
Social Care Wales (2017). Overview of the Social services and well-being (Wales) Act 2014 | Information and Learning Hub. [online] Socialcare.wales. Available at: https://socialcare.wales/hub/sswbact 
UK Government (2010). Equality Act 2010. [online] Legislation.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents 
UNICEF (1989). UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) - Unicef UK. [online] Unicef UK. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ 
UNICEF (2016) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Available at: https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/unicef-convention-rights-child-uncrc.pdf?_adal_sd=www.unicef.org.uk.1621003792377&_adal_ca=so%3DGoogle%26me%3Dorganic%26ca%3D(not%2520set)%26co%3D(not%2520set)%26ke%3D(not%2520set).1621003792377&_adal_cw=1620994309766.1621003792377&_adal_id=de87ad3e-a04b-4969-a8f6-915c94ff2a2a.1620994310.4.1621003775.1621000228.8ace8f32-e596-46ba-bef5-ca4d8147aa16.1621003792377&_ga=2.265810959.1290831767.1620994309-740168023.1620994309 
United Nations (2006) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Available at: https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html 
www.estyn.gov.wales. (2020). Our priorities | Estyn. [online] Available at: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/about-us/our-priorities 



Video Reference List
GOV.WALES. (2019). Children’s rights in Wales. [online] Available at: https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales [Accessed 14 May 2021]
Introduction A Guide for working with parents of children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND). (n.d.). [online]. Available at: https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/05/Guide-for-working-with-parents-of-children-with-SEND.pdf 
Legislation.gov.uk. (2011). Education Act 2011. [online] Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/21/contents/enacted [Accessed 14 May 2021].
McLeod, S. A. (2020, March 20). ‘Maslow's hierarchy of needs.’ Simply Psychology. https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html 
SEN and disability in the early years: A toolkit Section 6: The Role of the Early Years SENCO. (n.d.). [online]. Available at: https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/06/Section-6-Role-of-SENCO.pdf. 
Yr Adran Plant, Addysg, Dysgu Gydol Oes a Sgiliau Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills Observing Children. (2008). [online] . Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/74f7c7cc-d337-4fd0-9604-27b3d1a5746d/observing-children.pdf. 
