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Part 1
Naom Chomsky, B.F Skinner and Lev Vygotsky are theorists who have had a massive influence on the development of literacy in education. Their theories about cognitive development in children have helped shape the way in which educators have approached the way in which to teach literacy within schools. 

[bookmark: _Hlk165133771]In his “Universal Grammar” theory, Chomsky states that we as human beings have a biological ability to learn languages and patterns of speech. He theorized that the rules are encouraged by experience and learning from care givers. For example, his theory states that if a learner is brought up in normal household/ educational settings, they will have the capability to develop language more efficiently. They will become able to distinguish nouns from verbs and function words from content words. Chomsky theorized that there was an “innate, biologically determined language faculty that knows theses rules” and that all people have this faculty. (https://www.montsaye.northants.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/English-Language-Summer-Work-2.pdf)

Lev Vygotsky shared in the belief that social interactions help children develop their ability to learn and use language. He stressed the importance of language in cognitive development. Vygotsky theorised that there were three stages/ forms in the development process. (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3184006/#:=Vygotsky%20(1934%2F1986)%20proposed,internalizing%20their%20caregivers'%20regulatory%20speech)
[bookmark: _Hlk165133510]They are: Social Speech (the communication between children and others usually from the age of 2 years of age), Private Speech (that is directed to themselves but has not yet been internalised) this usually occurs from the age of 3 years old. The third stage is Silent Inner Speech (a child’s internal monologue) this occurs from the age of 7 years old. Vygotsky believed that the importance of internalising speech was essential to cognitive development and that Private Speech was important to problem solving tasks. He observed that children would engage in Private Speech when they faced difficulty solving a problem. Vygotsky’s theory is implemented in teaching today. A method known as ‘Reciprocal teaching’ is a method where teachers and learners work together to complete a set task, before the learners are asked to complete a similar task on their own. The teacher will ask the learners questions and for their suggestions, thus including the learners and promoting problem solving on the task. (https://www.gowriensw.com.au/thought-leadership/vygotsky-theory.)


B.F Skinner was a behaviourist and had another theory on cognitive development in children. He wrote in his book “Verbal Behaviour” (1957) that children will imitate speech and language from their parents/ care givers and when the parents/ care givers recognise a word that the child has spoken (whether identifying an object or name) they will reward them. This will “positively reinforce” the child and the child will attempt to identify and speak more regularly to achieve a reward. Unsuccessful attempts by the child will be forgotten about.
There have been arguments against Skinner’s theory, most notably by Chomsky himself. He argued in his review of Skinner’s book that Skinner had “underestimated the complexity of the problem and the complexity of the subject”. 
Chomsky said in his book “The Case against B.F Skinner”: 
“According to Skinner, apart from genetic endowment, behaviour is determined entirely by “reinforcement.” To a hungry organism, food is a positive reinforcer.”
[bookmark: _Hlk165133239](Chomsky, N., 1971. The case against BF Skinner. The New York Review of Books, 17(11), pp.18-24.)
	Chomsky believed that Skinner had not taken into account the biological reason for cognitive development but was of the belief that “reinforced behaviours” was how speech and language was taught. 

[bookmark: _Hlk165133372]The National Literacy Trust was formed in 1993. Its core purpose was to support families and children to inspire change in attitudes towards literacy. In their “Impact Report 2022/23” they state that 1 in 6 adults have very low literacy and that this commonly occurs mostly in the poorest communities. The charity supports these communities by liaising with schools, building frameworks and strategic partnerships. They work with 8000 schools around the UK.( https://nlt.cdn.ngo/media/documents/Impact_report_09.10.23.pdf)

As well as helping children, the trust has also helped parents of children from disadvantaged backgrounds. Their aim is to help the parents the early literacy of their children. They have achieved this by holding 532 events and reaching over 9834 participants. Using social media and face to face approaches. 
In March of 2024, The National Literacy Trust launched their new three-year strategy. In it, their CEO Johnathan Douglas acknowledged that the COVID 19 pandemic had damaged early years literacy, he said:
[bookmark: _Hlk165133894] ‘Technology is changing what it means to be literate. Long periods out of school during the pandemic and the closure of many early years settings has had a serious impact on the early speech, language and communication development of babies and toddlers from disadvantaged communities. Child poverty is rising at the fastest rate in a decade, and we know that child poverty leads to low literacy.’ (https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/national-literacy-trust-launches-three-year-strategy)/

The Trust has three new strategies they hope to reach their vision of a “more equal society driven by literacy”. They are:
Literacy to Grow - Every learner has the necessary communication skills at school to grow and learn.
Literacy to Learn – For every learner to leave school with “literacy skills for life”.
Literacy to Thrive – Evey one leaving the criminal justice system have the necessary literacy skills to thrive.
[bookmark: _Hlk165134244]In Wales the curriculum has a responsibility to cover all 6 areas of learning. The Donaldson Successful Futures Report of 2015 states that literacy, numeracy, and digital competency should be “Cross Curriculum Responsibilities” for all teachers and people who work with young people. The report suggests that teachers should structure lessons so that their learners can have a good level of competency in these three key areas. (https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf)
“School X” is a special needs school and their policy on literacy has been amended based on the needs of their learners. They incorporate a literacy curriculum that benefits all their learners. For example, School X has many learners who are non-verbal, thus the focus is based on finding ways for them to communicate their needs and wants. This can be achieved using “core boards” and computer programs. For those learners fortunate enough to be able to communicate and read, there are reading programs the school uses to reinforce their ability to read and write. 
Learners who possess a medium – high literacy level in “School X” use a reading program named “Rapid Reading”. (https://peters.co.uk/rapid)
This is a program that is based on a learner reading a specific book and answering questions within the book. These books are allocated to them via key stage level. As the learner’s competency in reading/ writing grows, they are evaluated to see if they could progress to the next level of the program.
That is just one example of a reading program School X use. To branch across the curriculum, activities such as “Writing a Shopping list” incorporates the three key responsibilities. A learner would have a list of ingredients which will either be written or in symbol form. They would then look in the cupboards checking for the necessary ingredients, counting how many there are and writing on a specific sheet what the item is and how many are needed. They would then type the list on to the computer and email the teacher. This incorporates their numeracy with the counting of items, their literacy with the writing of the list and their digital competency of writing and emailing the teacher. (School X 2024)
School X’s policy is based on inclusion for all learners. Every learner has the right and opportunity to be taught the fundamentals of literacy and communication. Every staff member has the responsibility to keep their knowledge updated and can adapt to each learner’s specific need. Having a “Speech and Language” program/team within the school to help grow a learner’s ability to communicate, means that all students have a right to a voice and to use it.
[bookmark: _Hlk165203252]
Reference list

[bookmark: _Hlk165133949](School X (2024)

(Chomsky, N., 1971. The case against BF Skinner. The New York Review of Books, 17(11), pp.18-24.)

.( https://nlt.cdn.ngo/media/documents/Impact_report_09.10.23.pdf)

https://www.gowriensw.com.au/thought-leadership/vygotsky-theory.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3184006/#:=Vygotsky%20(1934%2F1986)%20proposed,internalizing%20their%20caregivers'%20regulatory%20speech

(https://www.montsaye.northants.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/English-Language-Summer-Work-2.pdf)

(https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/national-literacy-trust-launches-three-year-strategy)/

(https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf

(https://peters.co.uk/rapid)





Part 2

	In this module, the task put before us was to video ourselves reading a story to our class and presenting them with a follow up activity. 
	My initial feelings were that of slight apprehension and a little confidence. I feel that I am digitally competent enough to make a video as it is part of my work life daily, though finding a suitable application in which to blur the faces of the learners proved a little problematic. In the video, there is clearly a problem with me using the blurring application effectively. (Cushway, A.Blur-video,© 2021 Honk Honk Punch Pty Ltd)  I could have benefited from giving myself more time to experiment with it a little more.
[bookmark: _Hlk165201912]	The main feeling of apprehension came from finding a suitable enough story to present to my learners. The class range between key stage levels 4 and 5 so trying to find a story to cater to the stages was a challenge. Also, as the learners have individual needs, attention spans and levels of understanding, finding a suitable enough story to keep them engaged, could have been problematic. After consulting with my class teacher on a few different options, I decided to read the book “Am I Fit and Healthy? By Claire Llewelyn. (Llewellyn,C. Gordon,M (1998) Am I Fit and Healthy?, Hachette Children's Group)
	One of our class topics that term was “Healthy and Unhealthy Foods”. We as staff had prepared and gathered the necessary resources needed to teach the learners a life skill of staying healthy. I felt that this chosen book would fit in with the task I was due to set the learners after I had read the story, whilst keeping with the topic for the term.
	On reflection I would say that the book was a little too long for my learners. The varying levels of understanding of the class, meant that maybe a shorter, more plain-speaking book would have been more effective. A shorter book would have been meant full inclusion with all the learners, and not the few fortunate enough to fully understand the message. It may have also helped in keeping the learners fully engaged in the story.
	Using the class whiteboard as a resource was both an advantage and a disadvantage in my opinion. It was good that the learners could see what I was seeing as I had copied pages from the book by scanning each individual page the previous night. My thinking at the time was that it may help in keeping the learners engaged, and for them to see the illustrations of the book would help with that. However, my location when reading the book, could have been better. Sitting on a table, just off centre of the whiteboard, meant I was partially blocking some of the pictures presented to the class. In hindsight, if I had been standing and moving, the learners may have been able to see the board better. I could have even stopped reading at some point and referred to the illustrations and asked questions, checking the level of engagement.
[bookmark: _Hlk165202171]	To take full advantage of the class whiteboard, the classroom had to be darkened. This meant turning off the lights and the closing the class blinds. As we recorded on an iPad ©, this caused a glaring off the whiteboard making the slides difficult to see. On reflection, if I had left the class lights on and the blinds up, the slides may have been more visible on the video. My focus was entirely on making sure the slides were visible for the learners.
	Throughout the video, I feel the level of pitch and volume in my voice was adequate. I was not shouting, and I used an upbeat tone. The noise level from some of the learners was a little challenging to overcome, but I adapted my volume to compensate in the most part. I do feel however, that I could have used more sign language. I didn’t really use it until I was explaining the follow up task, being that the school is very much sign language driven, I feel I could have included it a lot more.
	On reflection, I do think I could have learned the book better beforehand. I did try to impose some eye contact when reading, but it could have been better in my opinion. If I had read the book a few times and got an expectation of what page was coming next, I wouldn’t have had to look at it as much and could have maintained more eye contact with the learners. I could have even read some of the pages from the whiteboard, this would have created more engagement with the learners.
	The task I set at the end was a “repetition task”. 
[bookmark: _Hlk165203203](Saville, K., 2011. Strategies for using repetition as a powerful teaching tool. Music Educators Journal, 98(1), pp.69-75.) 
 I asked the learners to return to their desks and sort “Healthy and Unhealthy Foods”. We, as staff, had made a “Healthy” card and an “Unhealthy” card. They would represent two different columns. The learners are ten shown picture cards with different foods on them (cakes, fruits, salad etc.) and they determine which column each food goes into. The learners had done this task before on a few occasions previously, so I felt confident that the activity wasn’t unfamiliar to them, and they could confidently complete it and not be daunted by it.

	On reflection of the entire video, I feel I could have done better. The “blurring” application was a big problem for me as I was unfamiliar with it. With more practice I think I could have used it much better. Apart from the lighting and my positioning, I feel I delivered the reading quite well, I was familiar with the learners, and they are often read to so it wasn’t a new experience for them, if I would have been an unfamiliar staff member, or if it was a new experience, the learners could have reacted differently. For me though, the choice of book was the biggest flaw. I could have looked more in our school library and found a more direct and to the point book on staying healthy for the learners.
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