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THE SELF

Module code: CSPH4020
Module Tutors: Dr David Morgans and Professor David Cockburn

Lectures: Monday 12.15 – 2.15
Seminars: Wednesday 12.15-1.15; Friday 3.15-4.15

Email: d.morgans@tsd.ac.uk; cockburn.david@gmail.com
Module Overview

The module focuses on a range of issues that are central to the understanding of ourselves. 

Course work 100% 

1 Assignment (2500 words) 50% 

1. Exam (2 hours) 50% 

The Module will be taught in two parts, therefore, students will complete assignments on the essay question provided below which are in relation to Part 1 and will complete an exam which  will be set using questions related to Part Two
Part I – Wk 1 -5

In the first half of the module we will be looking at the notion of Personal Identity. The idea that this is the same person as one picked out at an earlier time is crucial to our thought about, among other things, life after death, punishment, personal relationships, and our special concern about our own future. What conditions must be satisfied if we are to say that this is the same person? Some hold that what is crucial is the presence of the same simple, immaterial soul; others that what is crucial is that the person should remember doing what the earlier person did; others that it is the continuity in my psychological characteristics that links me in the important way with that earlier individual; and others that it is my having the same body that is decisive. These different views will have different implications for our thinking about the issues mentioned above. The more radical view - perhaps to be found in Buddhist teaching - that there is no such thing as a persisting self will have more radical implications. ………………………….
Reading

Personal Identity

An excellent general introduction to the topic of this part of the module is John Perry, A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality (Hackett, 1978). A useful collection of essays is John Perry (ed) Personal Identity (University of California Press, 1975). See also Raymond Martin and John Barresi (eds), Personal Identity; available at:

http://wxy.seu.edu.cn/humanities/sociology/htmledit/uploadfile/system/20100825/20100825022102409.pdf. As with any topic, it is worth checking articles that may be relevant in The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html; and The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/. The relevant entries in this case are ‘Personal Identity’. The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Paul Edwards and available in the library, has a useful article on ‘Personal Identity’. Harold W Noonan, Personal identity has chapters specifically on Locke and on Parfit. Most general introductory philosophy books will have some discussion of the topic, which can be helpful in getting a general overview of the issues. You might try: Simon Blackburn, Think ch 4; Q. Smith and N. Oaklander, Time, Change and Freedom, Dialogue 7.

    The following papers relate directly to the themes of this section of the module: 

· John Locke, ‘Of Identity and Diversity’; Book II chapter 27 of An Essay Concerning  Human Understanding. Reprinted in John Perry (ed), and available at the Project Guttenberg site: http://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/. 

· Antony Flew, ‘Locke and the Problem of Personal Identity’, Philosophy, vol. 26, no.  96 (1951). Available on JSTOR.

· Anthony Quinton, 'The Soul', Journal of Philosophy, vol. 59, no. 15 (1962); reprinted  in John Perry (ed), and available on JSTOR.

· Derek Parfit: 

i. (i), ‘Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons’, in Dean W. Zimmerman 

ii. (eds.), Metaphysics: the big questions (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2008). Also:http://www.stafforini.com/txt/parfit_divided_minds_and_the_nature_of_persons.pdf

iii. (ii), ‘Later selves and moral principles’, in Alan Montefiore (ed), Philosophy  and  Personal Relations (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973) 
iv. (iii), ‘Personal Identity, The Philosophical Review, vol. 80, no. 1 (Jan.,1971); 

v. reprinted in John Perry (ed), and available on JSTOR

vi. (iv), Reasons and Persons, sections 78-9, 99, 109-10 (Extracts available in Martin  and Barresi (eds))http://www.stafforini.com/txt/parfit__is_personal_identity_what_matters.pdf
· Terence Penelhum, Survival and Disembodied Existence, chs 5-7

· Bernard Williams, ‘The self and the future’, The Philosophical Review, vol. 79, no. 2 (1970); reprinted in John Perry (ed), and available on JSTOR

· Susan Wolf, ‘Self-Interest and Interest in Selves’, Ethics, 96 (1986). JSTOR.
Part 2 –Wk 6- 10

Eastern and Western Perspectives of “Self’
The concept of the self in Western psychology derives primarily from the work of Descartes. To some extent Western formulations of the self evidence a homunculus -like quality lacking in some To the question “Is there any use of reason that is safe? Descartes replied that there is one: the detection of his own existence. So long as he is thinking about his own existence, he cannot doubt that he exists. Cogito ergo sum “I think Therefore I am” Descartes then set about to find out what he is, in what his essence consists. He had proved that he exists on the provisional assumption that no physical object, including his body, exists. So he is independent of his body. 

In postmodern thought some philosophers saw such a ‘self’ as a construct of language, a mere historical, philosophical and literary fancy. Conscious mental life is but a multi-layered, superfacial chaos of repressed thoughts that reflect the titanic battle of our insatiable instinctive drives and desires. With influences from Nietzsche's, Saussurean Linguistics and the psychoanalytic techniques of Freud the structuralists and poststructuralist philosophers such as Foucault, Derrida, Lacan, Deleuze, Guattari posited the demise of the unified subject: 'self' as an essence. 

In Eastern philosophy there is also a disagreement around what constitutes a self’. Hinduism and Buddhism are the highlights of Indian philosophical thought, since both have grown in the same spiritual soil they share many basic ideas. In Hinduism mong the questions the early brahmanical texts known a the Upanishads seek to explore are: to whom or what the various experiences and parts of a being belong; who or what control them; what is the ultimate nature of a being's self. 

Upanishads use for the 'self in its ultimate nature is atman. The self in its ultimate nature is a mysterious, ungraspable entity; it is the unseen seer, the unheard hearer, the unthought thinker, the unknown knower; it is the inner controller; it is what is immortal in us. This ultimate metaphysical self is the unchanging constant underlying all our various and unstable experiences. As such it is indestructible and ultimately unaffected by any specific experience and quite beyond suffering. Other Eastern conceptions, especially those derived from the Buddhist traditions see it very differently. The Buddhist notion of self circumvents reification, being an impermanent gestalt formed by the interaction of five skandhas or aggregates (form, feelings, perceptions, impulses, consciousness). Each skandha is in turn a transient pattern formed by the interaction of the other four. The fifth skandha includes eight consciousnesses, one of which results in the experience of the ego or self as homunculus, which Buddhist philosohy rejects as delusion. 

In the second  part of this module  we explore and investigate the similarities and differences between these four concepts of ‘self’  how each concept describes the relationship between ‘self’ and ‘body’

Reading
Critchley,S. Continental Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press :Oxford 2001)  

Cutrofello, A. Continental Philosophy: A Contemporary Introduction ( Routledge London, 2005)

Rupert Gethin, The foundations of Buddhism (Oxford University Press: Oxford 1998.) Chpt 6

Steven Collins, Selfless persons, (Cambridge University Press, 1982.)

Papers
Matthew Kapstein; Steven Collins; Derek Parfit, Collins, Parfit, and the Problem of Personal Identity in Two Philosophical Traditions: A Review of "Selfless Persons" and "Reasons and Persons" Review of Selfless Persons Review of Reasons and Persons, Philosophy East and West, Jul., 1986, vol. 36, no. 3, p. 289-298 JSTOR
Richard Taylor, ‘The Anattā Doctrine and Personal Identity’, Philosophy East and West, Jul., 1969, vol. 19, no. 4  p.p. 359-366, JSTOR

Tyson Anderson, ‘Anattā: A Reply to Richard Taylor’,  Philosophy East and West, Vol. 25, No. 2 (Apr., 1975), pp. 187-193, JSTOR
There will be others that I will circulate nearer the time

Lecture Themes

The ‘Self’ In Western Philosophy

· Descartes Cogito: Self and the world

· The Non-Self In Continental Thought: denial or decentring of the ‘I”

The Self In Eastern Philosophy

· Buddhism And Hinduism:atman and annatta

· No ‘self’ but a person!
Essay questions 

You may choose from the following titles. If you would like specific guidance on reading, have trouble getting hold of reading you need, or would like to discuss ideas for your essay, contact me by e-mail or speak to me after the lecture
Part 1 

1. John Locke suggests that it is memory that is crucial to being the same person over time. Outline his view and assess his defence of it. [Locke; Flew; Perry section 2; Penelhum. All the general readings in the first paragraph of the reading list will contain a section on Locke’s view. Enter ‘John Locke’ in the library catalogue and you will find a number of general books on him, most of which should contain a discussion of his treatment of personal identity. One of the most useful is J L Mackie, Problems from Locke.]
2. ‘It is, not an individual’s body, but her character – her distinctive psychological characteristics – that is fundamental to her identity as a person; and so we should agree that we have this person where, and only where, we have these characteristics’. Is that true? 

[Perry section 3, Quinton part III, Williams]

3. ‘However much I change between now and some future time the resulting person will be just as much me.’ Should we agree? If not, what implications will this have for my thought about myself and others?

[Parfit, Wolf] 
Deadline for the assignment: Friday 23rd November 2012
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