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Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. 

Within this essay it will be discussing the key features and ideas as well as theories associated with classical criminology and will be to the best of my knowledge explain on the ways that this helps us understand criminality and crime. The essay will also be discussing some of the models of evidence-based policing and those will include the models that are known as SARA, POP and hotspot. Based off that information from those models a discussion from on how classical criminology is used in order to understand the reasoning that is behind these methods. Within the essay it will be then linking to a specific crime activity of my choice as well as applying the ideas of evidence-based policing as well as classical criminology, then lastly within the essay it will state the strength and the weaknesses of evidence-based policing and classical criminology. 
Classical criminology is known as a label that is applied to a series of writings from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, with the key authors at the time being Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham (West, 2017). Classical criminology was created in order to further understand crime and punishment. According to one of the main creators of classical criminology known as Cesare Beccaria, he thought that classical criminology is “based upon the assumption that people are free of will and thus completely responsible for their actions”, therefore this states that individuals are responsible for the own crimes and actions that they take and that it cannot be justified (Wickert, 2020). The key principles of classical criminology are known to be “rationality” which states the idea of why people choose to commit crimes, “hedonism” which this implies the assumption that people seek some sort of pleasure in order to try and avoid the pain cause by it, as well as then “punishment acting as a deterrent to crime” therefore punishment must be reinforced in order for it be classed as fair, as well as then “human rights that must be respected by society” as human rights play an important role within society and it must be upkept as a part of fairness to the people, of society when it comes to punishment and crimes (Brown, 2021). In a way classical criminology can help us understand the ways of crime as this theory is developed and based around the punishment after the crime has been committed, as it states that if a certain crime has been committed, then it is only fair for there to be a punishment following the individuals consequence's, as if there isn’t any punishment after the crime has been committed then the Indvidual will not understand the difference between what is right and what is wrong when it comes to committing crimes, therefore classical criminology was introduced in order to decrease the levels of crime and for there to be an according punishment to the crimes. 
There are many different models that help us understand the roots of how crimes originate and the process of them being committed, and those include models such as the SARA model, hotspot, Triple T and many others. The SARA model stands for scanning, analysis, response and assessment, which this model helps us understand the basics of problem solving which is critical when to comes to solving crimes. The scanning element of the model is designed to “identifying and prioritising potential crime and disorder problems”, therefore this part is responsible for targeting the main aspect of the crime and setting them out in the order of most critical and most severe. Analysing is the next key aspect do the model and this understanding potential problems through gathering valid information relating to the topic, where this then moves onto the response element which is designed to develop and implement the activities to address the certain causes of the problem. Then this all leads to the final element of the SARA model, which is assessment, which this is designed to measure the impact of the response in order to “test if it had the desired effect and to make changes to the response if required” (College Of Policing, 2022). This model is highly used and recommended within the police force as this model finds to be reliable and is an easy and effective way to understand the stages of crime, as it was also outlined by Eck and Spelman 1987. The next model that is also highly used within the police service is known as Triple T, which this model stands for targeting, testing and tracking. Triple T is a strategy showing great success within the police force and their decision making. The first principle of this strategy is targeting, which this is designed to find and target the crimes and disorder and then can be put in action where the next stage can be implemented. The next stage of the strategy is testing, which this is implemented to test the police practices in order to help choose those that work best in order to try and reduce harm, as well as tracking effectiveness and delivery of police practice, which is the last principle of this strategy (Rigozzi, 2013). This strategy helps the police to break down the crimes in a more effective way and to categories them in order to make tackling the crime slightly easier. It is known that Lawernce Sherman created this strategy in 2013 in order to test the practices from the police forces. The next model that the police highly use to try and decrease the level of crime is a strategy known as hot spot policing. Hot spot policing is a strategy in order to decrease crime by concentrating on the areas with the highest crime rates and where the crimes is mostly concentrated. The main purpose of the hot spot policing strategy is to reduce crime and it has been successful over the years. In order for this strategy to be effective, it meant that those areas with the highest crime rates and where the crimes were most populated needed to be more surveillance, whether this meant having more police officers patrolling those areas or other solutions such as more CCTV cameras in places in order to capture the crimes taking place where the CCTV will then be used in evidence   (College of Policing, 2021). An example of hot spot policing working in practice is an experiment that Essex police undertook in order to test the strategy and it states that it has been successful as 74% of violent crime had been decreased as a reinforcement of the effectiveness of the strategy, as an effect of there being more police officers patrolling the streets, with a decrease in overall street crime which fell by 31.9% as a result of this model (BBC News, 2021). 
There are many different strengths and weaknesses that are addressed from classical conditioning and some of those weaknesses include that not everyone is knowledgeable about the different punishments for the different crimes, yet another weakness of this is that not everyone will respond to the punishment that is provided to them, but they could be rehabilitated by it instead. However, on the other hand the strength of classical criminology is that “panopticon” was introduced which is a “new system of prisons that ensured good behaviour” as this is an alternative in order to try and reinforce better behaviour from the individuals (Ether, 2020). A disadvantage of evidence-based policing “is that policies and procedures will only be as good as the research itself”, which implies that the only evidence is based on the research of the topic (Alfredo, 2011). However, on the other side an advantage of evidence-based policing is that it gives a better understanding of a certain issue, and this is done by describing the possible causes of a problem as well as looking at how change was implemented (College of Policing, 2022). 
Within the aspects of the crime of drugs, classical criminology is used to receive the appropriate punishment for the crime. Therefore, classical criminology as well as evidence-based policing is beneficial for this specific crime as evidence needs to be collected effectively in order to then pursue to the correct punishment. Depending on the severity of the level of drugs and what class they come under will then determine the correct punishment for the crime. In order for there to be a punishment for the crime of drugs, then classical criminology is the purpose of that as classical criminology is designed to have a punishment for the individual's actions. For example, class A drugs it has been made aware that if an individual is caught with any substance if a class A drug then being in possession can lead the individual to up to 7 years imprisonment, however being caught with the supply and production of the class A drug, then this punishment is more significant with up to life in prison, and this was suggested as classical criminology is to outline a punishment of a crime in order for fairness to be provided (GOV.UK, 2023). Evidence-based policing is used in tackling the levels of drug crimes as evidence-based policing has been described as “evaluation of ongoing police operations is important because it can link research-based strategies to improve public safety outcomes”, which this states that an important goal of evidence-based policing is the concern for the public's safety when it comes to the crime statistics, therefore evidence-based policing and classical criminology work well within the drug crime range of crimes as this will help decrease the amount of drugs found on individuals and cut down in the supply of the drugs, illegal drugs on the streets is a major concern for the vulnerable individuals on the streets (Bueermann, 2012). Many individuals on the streets are typically known to turn to drugs as a part of solidarity, therefore with evidence-based policing it will collect the evidence and resources needed in order to decrease the drug crime on the street. Classical criminology will then play a part following the evidence-based policing, as then a punishment for those individuals caught with possession of drugs can be implemented, therefore a strength of this will be that if other individuals see the punishment from dealing with drugs then others may think twice if they do not want to face the punishments that provided, therefore this will then decrease the a mount of drug crimes. In order for classical criminology to be effective when it comes to drug crimes then it needs to be that “the purpose of punishment should be to deter people from committing crimes”, therefore if people with the addiction of drugs will deter from the substances then less drug crimes will be recorded and the streets will become safter for those individuals, which is another main goal for classical criminology (Actforlibraries.org, n.d.). 
Therefore, to conclude this essay there is now a better understanding of how important classical criminology is it society and to the crime related incidents. Evidence-based policing had become clearer on how it works alongside classical criminology in order to try and prevent and decrease the crimes. This essay has given a better insight on the different models that the police services are now using such as the SARA models and many others, in order to bring in a different approach for it to be more effective and less time consuming when it comes to decreasing the crimes as these models are set out to have a ,more organised structure for problem solving, and therefore solving the crimes with these models has been proven easier and more effective as it is structure for the police officers to follow a clear path into the problem solving. The strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology has also provided a way where this theory can be further developed from looking at the weaknesses and then therefore classical criminology can be developed into become an even more effective way to deter crime and punishment. 
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