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[bookmark: _GoBack]Apply source criticism: discuss how reliable the author and his work is (Caesar, BG. 6.14) for our understanding of pre-Roman ‘Celtic’ religion. Engage with modern scholarship regarding this text passage.

Julius Caesar was dictator of Rome five times from 49 BC to 44 BC.[footnoteRef:1] De bello Gallico is believed to be a first-hand account, which according to Radin, was familiar to the people of Rome before 46 BC. [footnoteRef:2] Radin suggests that while all seven books of de bello Gallico appear to be written from ‘notes, diaries, dispatches, or other memoranda that had been made at various times’, it is possible that they were consolidated into the text in one go.[footnoteRef:3] This section of the account follows a report of Celtic social organisation, which is composed of ‘common folk’, who Caesar describes as being treated like slaves, Druids, and knights.[footnoteRef:4] In this section, Caesar focuses on the Druids, and then goes on to describe the knights.[footnoteRef:5] The druids Caesar talks about are thought to have lived in what is now modern Sweden after migrating there in 100 BC.[footnoteRef:6] A significant issue with using Caesar’s work to understand pre-Roman ‘Celtic’ religion is that he was the enemy of the Celts during the Gallic War. While the passage presents an almost unbiased stance, with Caesar just giving facts about the Druids, he still uses language that can be construed as negative towards them, while at times, almost appearing to admire their dedication to their religion. The readers of de bello Gallico would have been educated, elite Romans, who Caesar likely would have needed to show his reasoning for the brutal attack on the Celtic Gauls; it may be in fact a propaganda piece to justify ongoing conflicts with the Celts.  [1:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 137.]  [2:  Radin 1918: 283.]  [3:  Radin 1918: 284.]  [4:  Caesar. BG. 6.13]  [5:  Caesar. BG. 6.15]  [6:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 135.] 


Caesar writes that Druids were exempt from military service and paying tribute. The use of the phrase, ‘Induced by such great advantages’ suggests weakness in their easy persuasion not to fight and perhaps can be read as a subtle criticism. The idea of taking the easy option is not a very Roman ideal, and drawing attention to this aspect of the Celts would help to emphasise the differences between Celts and Romans. Berresford Ellis comments on using the Roman dictator as a sole source, using a more modern comparison: General Chelmsford and the Zulu nation. He says that if Chelmsford wrote a report on the Zulu’s nation’s customs and philosophies, people wouldn’t accept it as a fair and reliable source, so why should people accept Caesar’s account as one?[footnoteRef:7] Even though the passage seems unbiased, Caesar has used language to help sway the readers to support him and his reasons into why he invaded the Gauls, showing this to possibly be a propaganda piece. [7:  Berresford Ellis 1994: 15.] 


Caesar uses this passage to promote Roman standards against the Celts, forming the passage into propaganda. Caesar starts this passage off by saying ‘The druids do not go to war’, which instantly highlights a difference between himself and the Gauls. The people he doesn’t agree with do not involve themselves in conflict, and by highlighting this, he others the Celts. Before Caesar, the Romans already had issues with the Celts: in 390 BC the Celts, who the Romans called Galli,[footnoteRef:8] had almost completely annihilated the Roman city; Rankin summarises the effect of this with: ‘It is fair to say that growth of Roman power was stimulated by the Celtic threat’.[footnoteRef:9] With the constant knowledge that the Celts almost defeated them once, and with a weak northern border,[footnoteRef:10] Caesar would have felt a need to eliminate them, likely claiming it was for the greater good. This can be seen in Said’s Orientalism theory, who claims that Western scholarship is an inaccurate representation of Eastern culture, in particular saying what people may see as invasion, the people themselves would have seen this as salvation;[footnoteRef:11] Caesar would have seen this invasion as salvation for both the people of Rome and the Celts themselves, as they are not as able as the Romans to govern themselves. Caesar’s view of Roman standards is used in the passage to demonstrate how different the Celts were to the Romans, which emphasises his need to invade them, hence enforcing the passage as a propaganda piece. [8:  Rhys 1906: 60.]  [9:  Rankin 1996: 24.]  [10:  Rankin 1996: 25.]  [11:  Edward Said – An Introduction to Orientalism, Invictapalestina 2017: 0:18 – 2:48] 


Caesar’s account has also been questioned by modern historians, especially how much he actually saw first-hand and how much has been taken from others’ accounts. Berresford Ellis starts one of his chapters talking about the historian, Poseidonios, and the possible affect he has had on other ancient sources, saying ‘It is strongly argued that Poseidonios’ work on the Celts of Gaul was used as source material by… the Roman general and dictator, Gaius Julius Caesar (100-44 BC)’.[footnoteRef:12] Berresford Ellis continues to list other people, including Strabo and Diodorus Siculus, summarising that the two ‘are ultimately deriving their information from a common source’.[footnoteRef:13] This can be seen when they both talk about the intellectual classes of Gaul, both of them labelling them as ‘the Bards, the Vates and the Druids’.[footnoteRef:14] Caesar also comes up with a reason as to why Druids do not write their religious laws down, rather than knowing why; so that they do not want people outside to know, and so they can focus on other aspects rather than constantly writing down their laws. This would have been a huge threat to Caesar, as he had no real idea how the Druids religious laws worked compared to the polytheistic Roman ways. This would cause more bias in his reports, and the readers would have seen this as peculiar and different, eventually leading them to not agreeing with this. Henceforth, this is likely a propaganda piece. [12:  Berresford Ellis 1994: 50.]  [13:  Berresford Ellis 1994: 52.]  [14:  Strabo 4.4] 


Overall, Caesar generally displays what seems to be a professional report of the Druids, but a propaganda piece can be seen as an underlying. He talks a lot about the reasoning of the Druids, including why they would have chosen that way of life, and what happens in becoming a druid throughout the supposed twenty-years of training. The piece would have been written as a report, however, Caesar will have used it to his advantage in showing the readers his reasoning to invade the Celts as a propaganda piece. By adding some negative language into his description, he would have won some people over. He does, also, present a positive view of the Druids, displaying a form of admiration in ways, particularly in the dedication towards the intensive training. Modern scholars may use Caesar’s account to gain a general knowledge of the Celts, as he supposedly wrote his books using his diaries and notes from the duration of the seven-year conquest. He has, however, clearly used other accounts to build his up, in particular, Poseidonios, who many ancient historians used. With this said, Caesar provided some details, such as the twenty years of training, but his first-hand account was not very unique compared to others. In conclusion, Caesar’s work is somewhat reliable when learning about pre-Roman ‘Celtic’ religion, however it must be kept in mind that he was the opposing force during the seven-year conquest and this will have affected his description of them through language.
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