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Using three examples consider how image makers have utilized modern digital technology to scrutinise any, several or all of the following: the technology-driven world, the surveillance state, modern life, conflict.
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[image: ]We have come a long way from Jeremy Bentham theory of the Panoptican; we now live in a digital world with no walls or barriers.  We are now in a digital surveillance state, every person on the entire planet is now under this digital panoptic view.  Bentham tower may not be there now, but the technology that we buy on our high street now contain sensors that will be communicating to our computers and onto the web and into the hands of our surveillance state.The Panoptican
(Budois and Goldburg, 2017)


The problem with our surveillance state now is that it has suppressed our view on the world, people are afraid of discussing it in private because we know the state could be listening, so that means we are changing our behaviour, the way we go about our daily life as changed.

One example of this is, I was in an airport last year in the queue for check in when I overheard a couple talking about terrorist attacks across the world and when they got halfway through their sentence they started whispering to one another as if they knew that they could be heard by our state by some means.  I think a lot of people in high powered jobs now will be very careful of conversations they have in private because of the same reasons that the state could be listing in.

People that have political views that are not mainstream will be very cautious and may stop them from discussing their views altogether and cause them to self–censorship, and this then affects their freedom of exercising their rights as a human being. This is basic human conditioning and is used to control the population.
     
One of the most well known philosophers in surveillance was Jeremy Bentham whom developed the theory of the Panoptican.  

"A building circular... The prisoners in their cells, occupying the circumference—The officers in the centre. By blinds and other contrivances, the Inspectors concealed... from the observation of the prisoners: hence the sentiment of a sort of omnipresence—The whole circuit reviewable with little, or... without any, change of place. One station in the inspection part affording the most perfect view of every cell."  (Bentham J., 2017)

[image: ]Jeremy Bentham started to develop the theory in 1786; this theory was developed for people in power to use to surveillance people within a prison building called the Panopticon.  The building was developed in such a manor that the prisoner did not know when they were being watched and by whom they where being watched by.  The Panopticon was a building that altered the behaviour of the prisoner to comply and conform by obtaining power over mind at all time.Jeremy Bentham
(University College London, 2017)



[image: ]Another philosopher, Michel Foucault is a French philosopher 1926-1984 was involved with structuralism, post structuralism and postmodernism movements and in 1975 he wrote a book called discipline and punish.  

“discipline in Foucault’s sense refers to processes of surveillance, identification, classification, labelling, analysis and correction – as opposed to older regimes of punishment which did not seek to understand the deviant/deviation but rather to eliminate it” (Wells, 2015)Michel Foucault (Foubion, 2017)



His thinking was about ideas of discipline and power in the shape of surveillance.  He was a very controversial person and he was very well known for his out of mainstream politics. 
[image: ]
As technology advanced a theory of surveillance was developed by Deleuze and other theorists concentrated on digital and network surveillance.  It was no longer about watchtowers and discipline and is about people’s use of digital technology to be controlled by being watched and monitored.   
Gilles Deleuze 
(Stanford Education, 2017)


“In the disciplinary societies one was always starting again (from school to the barracks, from the barracks to the factory), while in the societies of control one is never finished with anything--the corporation, the educational system, the armed services being metastable states coexisting in one and the same modulation, like a universal system of deformation.” (Deleuze, 2017)

Deleuze believes that the corporations are controlling us and this has been made possible through digital technologies.  We are no longer being watched through our physical body instead by the information that is stored about us, like our grocery order will provide details of our social habits, our eating habits and health risk and our family setups.
[image: ]
One of the latest theories of digital surveillance is called participatory surveillance was developed by Albrechtslund (2008).  

“The entertaining side of surveillance is a phenomenon worth studying in itself, and we expect that this type of study will contribute to an understanding of the multi-faceted nature of surveillance” (Albrechtslund and Dubbeld cited Galič, Timan and Koops, 2017)Anders Albrechtslund (School of communication and culture, 2017)





This is where people in our society are deciding themselves to allow others to watch them through the use of various digital technologies.  Most people have a social media account where they are voluntary allowing people to watch  there lives, there thoughts, there interests and there locations.  All digital data that is stored can be combined to provide a picture of our daily lives in more detail. An example of this is the use of Facebook; you will get sponsors and media adverts that are relevant to your short term browsing history.

The UK is being watched by a network of 1.85 million CCTV cameras every second of every day.  Most CCTV cameras are indoors and privately operated.  The average person in London is captured on CCTV camera more than 300 times a day. Are we living in a free society or is it under threat? 

Today in the modern world we have CCTV cameras instead of the Panopticon principles are still the same but as with advances in technology we have facial recognition which can analyse our faces, listening devices that can record our conversations and record the time, date and location and can pass this information onto government forces and some third-party advertising agencies for commercial purposes.

These cameras in the modern world have become part of our environment; they are in our supermarkets and shopping malls, banks and even in our parks and our homes.

Most people that I have talked to in our modern world accept our new digital panoptic state; this is because it has been gradually introduced into our society.  We have become normalised to being watched and listened too. A lot of people’s attitudes towards the surveillance state are that if they are not doing anything wrong then they accept being under surveillance by the state.

[image: ]Ansel Adams in the photograph above is one way we can link CCTV with the way some photographers take pictures today.  I think it replicates our modern CCTV cameras up high on poles or on buildings.  We now have some Photographers that are even using Google street view to make-work. Doug Rickard is probably the most famous for his work called a new America picture; he made images using Google street view and then re-photographed the image so the image became his.  But the original image was made with a Google street view camera; this involves a camera mounted on a pole on the roof of a mobile car this again looks very much like a CCTV camera, which is now mobile.Ansel Adams (Nero, 2017)


I disagree with our modern world with regard to surveillance state, I think people are less likely to express themselves in a public place or feel free to talk about political views out of mainstream because they know they could be listened to by the authorities. This could get them into trouble so they self-sensor themselves and behave differently. 
Many CCTV cameras that are linked together and can record a person’s movement, actions and conversations, they are in busy cities, large shopping areas and busy social areas.  This will have an impact on crime like antisocial behaviour in these areas, as they will push the crime to outside the surveillance zone if there is one anymore.   Although the linked cameras are mainly in busy built up areas, it has become normal for small businesses and people to put cameras up to protect their homes.

[image: ]Just this week my local media has reported that for the first time my local city shopping area is using facial recognition through the use of CCTV cameras to catch and prevent shoplifters and crime within the city during a main shopping period in our society.
(Wales online, 2017)


Another example how are society is using digital surveillance is the use of smart phones.  The smart phone today can have a huge affect on our behaviour habits.

Jeremy Bentham’s Panopticon idea has now become small and portable that we can carry in our pockets.  Everywhere we go no matter how remote, there is a very good chance that there is a person nearby with a mobile phone that has a camera on it.

We have gone from the basic mobile phone that would be used to make a basic phone call to a smart mobile phone in a very short time span.  Most people in the UK now have a mobile phone and many use a smart phone.  When people purchase a smart phone it is no longer just for making phone calls, they are now used as cameras, a library to search the internet quickly for information, a music player, a way to communicate with others through messages in text or video.  

Many of us that purchase a smart phone, only concentrate on the complex range of uses the phone provides us and most people fail to see how much we are being tracked and monitored by these uses.  In the United Kingdom and the USA the secret services of these countries are using peoples own smart phones to spy on them.
[image: ]
Many smart phone users do not realise or ignore the fact that they could be being watched by the government or hackers that have the ability to read their private email, look at their internet browsing history, track their phone records, see their movements by GPS logged data and communicating apps like Google play, Facebook, twitter, Snapchat etc.

Well a lot of people would say I have nothing to hide so I do not mind others seeing what they look at.  I would say we are meant to be living in a free so-called society; therefore every person should have a right to his or her privacy.  When the secret services are constantly monitoring our smart phones, I see this as a no different to having a tag put on your ankle like a prisoner that is on probation or a modern version of the ball and chain, the only difference is we have all allowed ourselves to socially accept the use of smart phone to watch us.(Google play, 2017)


To conclude, I think being under 24 hour surveillance most surely makes us behave in a more controlled manner without actually knowing or acknowledging it.  So in the world we live in today, a capitalist society we are all being self-controlled by being watched or listened to in some way.  I think this changes us as human beings, it is suppressing our thoughts and ideas even our personalities. 

Therefore, we have not advanced that much in our society since Jeremy Bentham’s Panoptican idea, we are all still being watched and controlled but just in a more modern and accepting way.  The advances in technology over such a short time span have allowed the amount of surveillance methods accessible to the state to explode allowing them to always have their eyes on us.  The rate that technology has advanced has blinded the majority of people in our society of the underlying surveillance. 

Today we live in the modern prison, even if we have not been caught for doing something wrong in our society. We are freely able to move from place to place, the all seeing eye of the state is monitoring and recording our every word, our every step and looking at our every image.   
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