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After World War II, the study of "victimology" developed in Europe, with the goal of having a better understanding of the 'victim to criminal' connection (Ellenberger, 1954). Many criminologists believe that victims' behaviour is one of the reasons for the growth in crime rates. Traditionally, victimology arose from the works of criminal solicitors and criminologists, such as Wolfgang (1958). ‘Victimology theory’ is the name given to this study of the impact of crime on victims (Mendelssohn, 1946) (Hentig, 1948). 
To victimise someone, it refers to them being purposefully treated unfairly (Cambridge Dictionary, online 2015). However, according to Pennington (2014), the concept that victimisation entails getting mistreated ‘with intention’ has been proven difficult, since proving intent in a court of law can always be problematic.
One of the earliest victimologists, Schafer (1965), performed the first nationwide victimisation assessment, which revealed that victimisation levels were considerably higher than originally reported by the police forces and that many of the victims did not report crimes due to the fear of the outcome from the failure of the Criminal Justice System.
Furthermore, Biderman (1967) highlights, as a response of the study, psychologists has become increasingly interested in the impacts of crime on victims, which now has resulted in a significant rise in studies not only in America, but globally. Victimology, according to Cressey (1992), is formed by two perspectives: a humanistic perspective that examines the human suffering elements of victimisation, as well as a scientific approach which is less focused with the individuals but more importantly focusses on social norms in communities.
In the 1950s, UK prison reformist Margery Fry proposed the concept of providing financial compensation to victims of crime, shortly after the compensation developed into welfare programmes that provided emotional support (Glazebrook, 1962). This idea of emotional support was strongly supported by Goldberg (1970) who importantly stated, "one who experiences the effects of crime is also the sufferer of humanity's lack of attention to poverty and social injustice". However according to Young & Stein (2019), victimisation became increasingly evident to the public in the 1970s, that victims were still being neglected, which correlated with the high level of crime rates that were starting to cause some concern. 
Many victimologists believe that the criminal justice system's unfairness contributes to victimisation. Crimes that go unpunished might lead to more issues for the victims. As illustrated by Michaelson (2015), the criminal justice system must take a wider perspective of social justice responsibility. A supporting statement from Lynch & Joyce (2016), states that consequently, the Criminal Justice System has the possibility to re-traumatize victims, affecting whether they engage with victim support programmes and other criminal justice system agencies in the future. However, in the opinion of Mearns & Thorne (2012), gaining a greater knowledge of trauma and how it affects victims and families, existing victim services may be able to build a more caring and supportive response to reduce the reoffending rates.
To support this, the research by Santarelli (1974) arguably had a huge impact on victim support when suggesting that, neglecting victims during a court trial had a massive impact on the failure to prosecute offenders, and therefore both the victims and offenders were likely to reoffend and repeat the process. This idea controversially made a stronger case for the increase in funding for victim and witness support (Young & Stein, 2019). To support this idea further, Dignan (2005) also stated that the offenders are often people who have been victimised from past crimes. 
Even by the 1990s, victim groups were becoming more prevalent throughout the world, and non-profit organisations were beginning to emerge to deal with the surplus of victims as crime rates continued to increase (Nuttman-Shwartz & Schindler, 2004). Victimisation had developed strongly by the 2000’s, as stated by Andrews et al (2000) scientists had begun to look into the brain's response to trauma, in an attempt to understand why victims are prone to long-term impairments such posttraumatic stress disorder. As the population in the UK came more diverse, research found that people are more likely to be neglected based on their ethnicity, gender, age, sexuality, religion, disability, and wealth (Spalek, 2004). As argued by Hopkins (2008), any valuable work on victimisation and trauma must explicitly address issues of diversity. 
On the other hand, according to Goodey (2005), victim services infrequently examine psychological trauma, when interacting with victims. Furthermore, Khan (2015), states that trauma-related symptoms among minorities remain unclear due to the lack of willing people to come forward from those minority groups. Additionally, Mack & Goodfellow (2014), believes that minority populations have less access to mental health treatments. Furthermore, Kalonji (2016), believes that minority communities might also be excluded and humiliated as a consequence of not conforming to mainstream society's norms about seeking help. It is suggested that the lack of representation from diverse groups seeking help has had a negative impact on the research and overall outcome. Therefore, support organisations could well fail to recognise symptoms that people from minority backgrounds suffer from and therefore will not be able to provide them with the appropriate help or treatment (Mack & Goodfellow, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Hlk85320388]The consequences of criminality can remain with the victim for a long time, regardless of how severe the offense was. Many people can tolerate the most severe acts with ease, while others might be deeply affected by a little encounter (Visconti, 2019). According to recent studies, there are three stages in which a victim of crime goes through (Victim Support, 2021a). Victims of crime often feel upset, disturbed, or experience other intense emotions in the short to medium term. Physical symptoms, such like loss of sleep or feeling unwell, may follow, and long-term issues, such as depression or anxiety-related disorders, such as post-traumatic stress disorder, are frequently found in victims that often offend as a result of victimisation (Hall, 2018) (Rossetti, Mayes and Moroz, 2017). Furthermore, according to Evans, Stalker & Brown (2020) the police often fail to expand their support to the people in the near area, such as providing care for relatives or friends. These people are often prone to be affected too (Victim Support, 2021a).
To help the victims it is important to try and reduce the chances of victimisation and provide the best support services possible in hope to reduce the overall crime rates (Victim Support, 2021b). However, the World Society of Victimology definition appears rather limited because there are numerous instances of victimisation which do not fit into, or not being addressed by, criminal statutes and the Criminal Justice System (Hillyard & Tombs, 2008). To support this argument, Patel (2021) highlighted the committed to provide the correct policing tools they to prosecute criminals. Additionally, the government stated that they were "looking closely at the existing law that may have gaps" to overcome the problem of the increasing crime rates (GOV.UK, 2021, p.5). To support this further, "We need a radical change in the entire system," argues Andrea Simon, director of the VAWG campaign (Simon, 2021, p.16). However, campaigners call for long-awaited strategy for a new law based on street harassment, however according to home secretary Patel (2021) the new bill called the ‘VAWG strategy’ will not be processed. The strategy gained huge support due to the aftermath of the murder of Sarah Everard. The strategy also proposes a reassessment of offender rehabilitation, allowing police to focus on repeat offenders and crime victims (Topping, 2021). According to the independent adviser Ali (2021, p.17) "Ending harassment would need a whole-system shift”. 
Shoham et al (2010) argues that the police are not focusing and resolving cases as effectively as they should be in relation to victimisation related offences. On the other hand, local police have had a significant voice in claiming that various regions respond to the same sort of crime differently because of the 'luxury' of having the time and resources to respond efficiently (HMICFRS, 2018a). As a result of the inquest, many services highlight that a lack of funding for the police has led to an increase of victimisation cases (Travis, 2017). Alternatively, it is claimed that victimisation should not be a police concern, and that only emergency response and investigations should be the responsibility of the police, rather than attempting to offer after-care services to victims and witnesses (Aliverti, 2019). 
Mencap is a non-profit organisation that provides assistance to those who have been recognised with a disability since 1946. They work closely with the Criminal Justice System to provide that extra care that some people need during victimisation (Mencap, 2003). According to Mencap research, the majority of people who are susceptible to crime are unfortunately people who have a disability (Mencap, 2020). Research from Caliri (2020) shows that the people who are victimised from crime do not report the incident. Nevertheless, if they do, those who have previously reported have had a poor experience and, as a result, have not reported again. However, according to the Police Foundation, their services have made it a priority to safeguard individuals with learning disabilities and ensure that they receive the same level of service as everyone else (Higgins, 2019). Nevertheless, each year, thousands of instances occur. Many of them are dealt with appropriately, while others are dismissed. According to the British Crime Survey (2021), in the year of 2020, 30% of victims were dissatisfied with the Criminal Justice System's attitude to aiding crime victims.
The events considered within a study for more police powers, has shown an inadequate response from the overall Criminal Justice System (Simon, 2021). Cases including Fiona Pilkington (2007) and David Askew (2010), are used to argue for more police powers and, perhaps, an increase in financing for improved victim and witness care (Gray et al, 2018). The Criminal Justice System was condemned for failing to respond quickly enough in these incidents, weakening public trust (Davies, 2017). Therefore, it is suggested that the police are victims of their own actions. Public trust has decreased, resulting in less support on the streets and overall support for more funding, which is argued to be the only change the police can receive to improve their aftercare for victims (Heap, 2020).  
The incidents involving both Fiona Pilkington and David Askew show that catastrophic occurrences are still unfolding from poor acts from the Criminal justice System towards antisocial behaviour (College of Policing, 2017). Harassment and antisocial behaviour were at the root of the Fiona Pilkington incident. For a lengthy seven years Fiona and her daughter were subjected to regular and prolonged local disturbance. Thirty-three events were reported to the local police, except according to the aftermath report, the events were frequently disregarded and dealt with as quickly as possible without professionalism (Independent Police Complaints Commission, 2011). According to a report from the House of Commons, Strickland (2012), the police failed to see that the family was vulnerable and did not act on the targeted hate crime whatsoever, highlighting a major miscarriage of justice. Fiona eventually killed herself and her disabled daughter, Francesca, out of desperation to escape from the repeated victimisation (Davies, 2020). 
After a heavy criticised report from the Independent Police Complaints Commission, a disability organisation spoke out after the report and stated, “we believe that the force, certainly from the top level down, is taking hate crime more seriously (Disability News Organisation, 2011, p.6). However, despite the fact that the killing of Fiona Pilkington in 2007, the police vowed in an inquiry that they would improve their approach to anti-social behaviour and hate crime (Leicestershire Police, 2009). A similar incident took place with David Askew only three years later. After an occurrence at David's house in which youngsters were allegedly making a disturbance, David Askew fell and died (College of Policing, 2017). Both, Mr Askew and his family have been in contact with Greater Manchester Police for several years in connection to numerous claims of anti-social behaviour which were once again rejected due to poor police conduct (Dryden, 2017). 
Studies suggests that the persistent consequences relating to anti-social behaviour should be recognised more efficiently and understood more so that victims can receive better care, because only 23% of the UK have access to Victim Support relating to anti-social behaviour crimes (Heap, 2020) (Ant-social behaviour Help, 2014). However according to Green & Pemberton (2018), the act of anti-social behaviour is not a criminal offence therefore it is argued that the police do not need to offer any aftercare. Alternatively, legislations such as the Crime and Disorder Act (1998), provides police officers with ways around the flexible worded definition by granting powers to criminalise the perpetrators (GOV.UK, 2010). 
To make matters worse, anti-social behaviour is descried as ‘low level’ which often confuses police officers when responding to related incidents. For example, the Metropolitan Police (2019) has come forward and highlighted that the contrast between anti-social behaviour and a crime is ‘blurry and confusing’ because the crime is so minor. However, the Home Office (2004) attempted to settle the problem by acknowledging that the term is not clearly specified in the sections of law related to some low-level offences, and the definition remains unclear to this day. On the other hand, Heap (2010) implies that anti-social behaviour victimisation is not as serious as criminal victimisation because of the seriousness of the offence, therefore the research is neglected. However, research has shown that victims of persistent anti-social behaviour over a lengthy period of time have the same detrimental effects on their lifestyle as victims of violent crimes (Anti-social behaviour Help, 2014). 
The Antisocial Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014), provides a variety of methods and authorities to prosecute antisocial behaviour (GOV.UK, 2014). The piece of legislation is described as flexible; therefore the victimisation varies (Heap, 2016). Furthermore, due to the flexibility, according to Shapland & Hall (2007), the police have a lack of understanding of victimisation relating to anti-social behaviour, therefore the victims suffer more due to the research mainly being carried out on more violent crimes. However, because both kinds of victimisation are prolonged, it is believed that anti-social behaviour has comparable effects on victims as stalking. 
As a result, the same psychosocial impacts are used to disguise the absence of anti-social behaviour research (Korkodeilou, 2017). The victims of anti-social behaviour over a prolonged period of time, have experienced disruptions in their daily lives, a reduction in their social lives, economic damages, and mental trauma. According to research from the Office for National Statistics (2019), in 2018, 96% of victims of disruptive neighbours had an emotional reaction, resulting in feelings of shock, anxiety, and distress. Nevertheless, 23% of the victims used violence to try to settle their problems on their own which additionally added to the crime rates. 
To conclude, in 2016-2017, the Home Office identified 3,629 disability-related hate crimes, totalling for 6% of all crimes overall (GOV.UK, 2018). For the past five years, anti-social behaviour has increasingly become a problem due to the lack of research from victimisation. Individuals who have been identified as vulnerable are legally acknowledged. As a result, it is legally binding on police officers to apply a more meaningful care and support (GOV.UK, 2012). Some argue that it is not often the most helpful label. Investigators have suggested that tragic deaths like that of Fiona Pilkington, may be repeated if some police departments are too ashamed to inquire victims of crime about their disability (Salerno-Ferraro and Schuller, 2020). To support this, according to Nathan (2020, p.12), police forces have become "too concerned about offending people". Admittedly, according to the police, the National Probation Service, and the Crown Prosecution Service, personnel are hesitant to ask crime victims about their disability (Lumsden and Black, 2020). 
Despite the fact that the police service's approach to this problem with antisocial behaviour has advanced since 2010, victim confidence in the UK varies considerably (HMICFRS, 2018b). Besides this, in disagreement, Victim Support (2021b) highlights that more must be done to address the problem and identify individuals who are most vulnerable to victimisation. Throughout the research many researchers demand for a change in the Criminal Justice System. As clearly stated, many disabled individuals continue to be hesitant to report crimes, putting them at the highest risk of being victimised. The case of Fiona Pilkington was a momentous occasion for disabled people; since then, many have complained that not enough has been done to change anti-social behaviour victimisation. As explained by Cassell (2009) (the mother of Fiona Pilkington), people with disabilities do not believe they will be treated seriously or that what they are going through is acceptable. It's almost as though they've come to embrace it.
Alternatively, Leicestershire Police (2021) has highlighted that they work closely with other authorities to prevent this type of small misconduct. Deputy Crime Registrar at Leicestershire Constabulary, Goddard (2021, p.7), "If a crime hasn't really been committed, police can't prosecute", "However, we collaborate closely with other authorities, such as housing associations and social services, to address situations that do not rise to the level of a criminal offence". However, the first step to conquer anti-social behaviour in relation to disabled victims, the whole of the UK needs to overcome the discomfit of asking about a person’s disability when coming into contact with the public. As implied by the chief executive of Disability Rights UK, Mallick (2017), the UK needs a simple definition of disability for use throughout the Criminal Justice System. 
Aside from anti-social behaviour, all crimes have consequences that affect the victims, whether the offence is serve or minor (Visconti, 2019). It is clear that the care for victims is inadequate, and therefore the Criminal Justice System is failing to provide a good service. This is clearly shown in the correlation between the statistics of victimisation increasing and the overall crime rates are also increasing year after year (Office for National Statistics, 2019). 
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