I Want My Hat Back by Jon Klassen
I Want My Hat Back (Jon Klassen) can be considered a postmodern picture book for the following reasons:
1. The reader knows more than the protagonist
Dramatic irony drives the story. Readers quickly realise which animal has stolen the hat, while the bear remains unaware. This makes readers active participants in constructing meaning.
2. Meaning is created through the interaction of text and image
The words and pictures work together rather than independently. Important information, such as characters' expressions and clues to the theft, is conveyed visually rather than verbally.
3. The book requires reader inference
The ending is never explicitly explained. Readers must infer what happens to the rabbit after the bear recovers his hat.
4. It challenges traditional picture-book morals
Unlike many children's stories, the protagonist is not necessarily a clear moral hero, and wrongdoing is not resolved through conventional lessons about sharing, forgiveness, or honesty.
5. It embraces ambiguity
The fate of the rabbit is implied rather than stated, allowing for multiple interpretations and encouraging readers to fill in narrative gaps.
6. It uses humour through understatement
The deadpan dialogue and minimalist narration create humour that depends on readers recognising contradictions between what is said and what is shown.
7. It subverts reader expectations
Readers expect a simple lost-and-found story, but the narrative develops into a darkly comic tale involving deception and implied revenge.
8. It questions narrative authority
The narrator does not explain everything or provide a definitive interpretation. Readers must decide what happened and whether the bear's actions are justified.
9. It blends child and adult audiences
Children enjoy the repetition and visual clues, while adults appreciate the irony, dark humour, and moral complexity.
10. It rejects a neatly closed ending
The story concludes with significant unanswered questions, a common feature of postmodern literature.
11. It relies on intertextual awareness
The book plays with familiar fairy-tale and picture-book conventions, inviting readers to compare it with more traditional stories where justice and morality are clearly defined.
12. The illustrations carry equal or greater authority than the text
Readers must "read" the images carefully to understand the full story, reflecting a key feature of postmodern picture books where meaning is distributed across multiple modes of communication.
I Want My Hat Back is postmodern because it uses dramatic irony, visual-textual interplay, ambiguity, reader inference, irony, and the subversion of traditional storytelling conventions. Rather than presenting a single, fixed meaning, it invites readers to actively construct meaning from both words and images.

