	SJIE4006- Principles for Learning and Teaching	2019

 
In this assignment I will compare and evaluate three theorists. The three theorists I had chosen to compare are Jean Piaget, Burrhus Skinner and Lev Vygotsky. When talking about my current setting I will refer to it as school A. 
The first theorist is Jean Piaget. Piaget contributed to the constructivism approach. Constructivism is the way in which people may learn and is self-centred around the child. Piaget was a psychologist and a Swiss Biologist. Piaget believed that children should be active and explore the world, so they get to have the experience. The basis of Piaget’s theory was that he observed children and used the information to found his theory. Piaget is known for his stages of development.
 ‘’Piaget established that children pass through a series of stages when developing their thinking skills, while an approximation of the age in which stages were passed through were given, Piaget believed that this was sequential and each stage must be fully achieved before the next could commence’’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2013, p.34).
Piaget established that the first stage was the sensory motor stage, and this occurred between the ages of zero and two years old. During this stage the baby needs physical interaction with the world to develop their senses. Following on from this stage is the Preoperational stage with occurs between two and seven years old. Piaget believed this stage children need to explore the physical world and learn through play. ‘’ Piaget theorised that cognition develops over time and a certain level of maturity is required before stages can be reached ‘’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2013, p.38). The third stage of development occurs between the ages of seven and twelve years and this stage is referred to as the concrete operational. Children within this stage will have logical understanding of the world and will perform more complex activities. ‘’ It is not until the final stage formal operational, that children are able to solve hypothetical problems and this according to Piaget occurs between the ages of twelve and nineteen years’’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2013, p.38). Children during this stage don’t need concrete objects as they are mature to carry out mental calculations in their head. We use Piaget’s theory in education today as referring to the stages of development our schools are set up in the stages of which children need to learn. According to Piaget (1958)’’ within the classroom learning should be student centered and accomplished through active discovery learning’’ (Mcleod, 2018). Children in the foundation phase learn through play and learn through exploring. The new curriculum is also based around the children and is more personalised to their need. We also encourage children to work in groups as this helps gain new experiences and gives them the experience to deal with different situations. 
The second theorist is Burrhus Frederic Skinner who is also known as (B.F Skinner). He was a behavioural psychologist. He developed his theory of operant conditioning. Skinner ‘’posits that punishments were ineffective, and he advocated for the frequent use of reinforcement (i.e. rewards) to modify and influence student behaviour.’’ (Key Theorists on Classroom Management, no date). From my personal experiences praising children for good behaviour often changes the behaviour of the child who is misbehaving. Skinner used his observations to ‘’develop his theory of operant conditioning, given directly after a desired response’’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p.73) When reinforcing behaviour, the reinforcer must be as soon as possible after the behaviour and must be meaningful to the child. ‘’When previous behaviours have been rewarded, children are likely to repeat those behaviours happily and willingly, feeling that they are doing what they 'want' to be doing. If, on the other hand, children choose behaviours in order to avoid a repeat of negative reinforcement, they may behave appropriately, but will be inclined to feel that their freedoms are being suppressed’’ (Grace, 2019). We used skinners theory in schools today. In school A we give positive praise to children, we used rewards and stickers for positive behaviour. Behaviour books are used to record behaviour and good behaviour results in a reward. However, if children are showing negative behaviour there are sanctions, we put into place. These sanctions could be time off playtime or complete loss of playtime. Certain areas may also be restricted such as their favourite area.
The third theorist I will compare is Lev Vygotsky. Vygotsky contributed to the social constructivism approach. He was a Russian psychologist who believed children learn about their work by interacting and having different experiences. ‘’Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory asserts that learning is an essentially social process in which the support of parents, caregivers, peers and the wider society and culture plays a crucial role in the development of higher psychological functions’’ (First Discoverers, no date). Vygotsky developed the scaffolding theory. The ‘’scaffolding theory describes social and instructional support for students learning new concepts, comparable to structures erected alongside newly constructed buildings‘’ (Zeske, no date). Vygotsky emphasised just how important play is within a child’s development. He believed children as young as the age of three start to develop skills ready for their future. ‘’He argued that before the age of three a sense of imagination is missing, imagination he suggests originates from action and play’’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p.59). We use Vygotsky’s theory in school A. We ensure support is there for the children if they are finding a task challenging and we also set our topics to involve cross-curricular activities. ‘’Vygotsky argued holistic and cross – curricular approach to teaching had much more value for cognitive development as it allowed the child to reflect with others on what they have learned and would be able to transfer that learning to other tasks and subjects’’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p.65).
After looking at all three theories it has been found that the theorists believe and observed that many different things can be similar and some quite different within their theory. Skinners theory of behaviourism impacts on Piaget and Vygotsky’s theories as behaviour play a vital role in constructivism. Both Piaget and Vygotsky’s theory are similar as they are based around constructivism. Piaget is more cognitive, and Vygotsky is social. Vygotsky focussed more on the social aspect of develop as he believed that having social experiences plays a vital role in development. Whilst Piaget focussed more on the stages of development and what each child should achieve within that stage. Both theorists believe children should be active and have different experiences in order to develop. On the other hand, Piaget believed through having these experiences children explore and discover independently and Vygotsky and Skinner believed that there should be ‘’opportunities for children to learn with the teacher and more skilled peers’’ (McLeod,2018). ‘’Piaget’s theory advocated that a child would reach the appropriate stage of development at a time that was appropriate to the individual and as such the practitioner should not push the child’’ (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p.46) ‘’According to Piaget, language depends on thought for its development (i.e., thought comes before language). For Vygotsky, thought and language are initially separate systems from the beginning of life, merging at around three years of age, producing verbal thought’’ (McLeod,2018). ‘’Vygotsky and Skinner agree that adults connecting with children brings more knowledge and understanding’’ (Bartle, 2016) Both Skinner and Vygotsky believed in positive reinforcement when working with individuals. Skinner believed that young children will start to use more words when learning to socialize once they have been rewarded for that behaviour. Piaget, Skinner and Vygotsky all believe that children develop in many different ways. As well as there being many similarities there are also significant differences between Piaget and Vygotsky. For example, ‘’Piaget considered that children move through succession of age-related stages of individually constructed development and learn through teaching which is confined to the child’s stage of development. Unlike Piaget, what was important for Vygotsky was not the age of the child but notion of cultural history and the use of speech and thought in socially interactive environment to shape their thinking’’(Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p.61). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After looking at all the theories and the the theorists It shows that all their findings have meaning behind them. For example, in my opinion children should have different experiences and explore the world around them which is what both Piaget and Skinner believed. However, children do need some guidance and support in order to learn as it can’t all be child led which is more what Piaget believed. Personally, I think there should be a balance between the two. The new curriculum is going to be based around giving children new experiences. Children will have to be active within their learning which Piaget and Vygotsky agree should happen. Behaviour is also important when looking at children’s learning. If the child isn’t showing appropriate behaviour then it may make learning difficult. 
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